Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, PA
Date of Revision: September 25, 2023

Instructions and Order of Service

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) 11:00 a.m.

INFORMATION FOR THE PRESIDER

* The texts for the readings, psalm, and Gospel are all from God’s Word, My Voice.

* Remember, we have children present who are not yet able to read.
* Before the service, the presider should:
o choose whether to use the OT or NT lesson

o prepare a homily. The homily should be short and concrete (as opposed to
abstract). Kids love something tangible. If one can, involve the
participation of the children (having them answer questions or do
something, for example).

ROLES

Presider — the officiant for the CLW service; usually a clergyperson

Song Leader — leads the singing for the CLW service; usually someone from choir
Reader — could be an older teen helper or an older acolyte

Other adult helpers — help with managing children, taking children to the bathroom, etc.
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During the 11:00 opening procession in the church:

The presider does not participate in the procession with the other clergy. Instead,
he or she waits in the narthex for the CLW procession.

* The other adults in the CLW procession wait in the back of the church. If a child is
carrying the processional cross, that child is waiting in the back of the church as
well.

After the collect for purity, the celebrant invites children to CLW.

During the song of praise:

An adult or a child (not acolyte) carries the children’s processional cross from the
back of the church, up the main aisle, and to the parish hall through the side/
north narthex door.

Children join the procession as it passes their pews.

Other adults and the presider follow at the end of the procession.

The song leader will join CLW after she/he has sung the psalm in the service in the
church.
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IN THE REFECTORY:

Children enter and sit on the chairs set up in the refectory.

Welcome - the presider welcomes the children and invites them to prepare their hearts
and minds for the liturgy/we’re entering sacred space (by taking several deep breaths
as they silently watch the candles being lit)

A child volunteer lights the candles. (Vicki will arrange this.)

Reading — chosen by the presider from the OT and NT lessons — read by one of the
older teen helpers/acolytes

Psalm, with refrain — led by an older teen helper/adult helper — the psalm leader needs
to teach the refrain before reading psalm

First song

Gospel — read by presider

Homily — given by presider — homily should be short, concrete, and, if one can, involve
the participation of the children (having them answer questions, for example)

Second song — a quieter song to help children be ready for the prayers

Prayers of the People

Ending song, during which acolyte(s) extinguish candles



Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, PA
Date of Revision: September 25, 2023

It is important that the children return to the church during the peace/announcements
time (and not earlier).”* Thus,

* The choir person will leave immediately after the Second Song. They will enter
church through the Lady Chapel and take their places.

* One of the leaders should keep the livestream silently on their phone, they will let
the leader know when the Prayers of the People in the church begin.

* Once the Prayers of the People have begun in the church, the children and
adults will form a procession to return to church. When the children are ready, the
children and adults will process back. The presider returns to the service through
the Lady Chapel into the chancel. The children and other adults through parish
hall and mini/north narthex door into the church to join their families. Adults will
hold children at the door if the peace has not yet been announced.

**If the CLW service ends before the Prayers of the People in the church, the following
are ideas for how to keep the children busy and happy.

* Hand out children’s bulletins and have them work on them in groups.

* Sing another song and walk around refectory



