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INTRODUCTION

You are beginning to explore a complete program for Sunday morning children’s worship. It has
evolved over a period of several years and has worked very well in our parish. We decided it should be
shared because we consider it a very workable and adaptable model for congregations of any size.

In 1989, when we came on staff at Holy Trinity Parish in Clemson, South Carolina — David
Bateman as Curate and Carolyn Wheeler as Coordinator of Christian Education — our pre-school
children were, for the most part, left in the church school rooms during the family service. On the first
Sunday of each month the children attended this service with their families. When they entered first
grade, they were suddenly expected to sit through the entire service every Sunday. We had parents who
wanted their children to receive communion as early in their lives as possible. We had other parents
who wanted to leave their children in a church school environment so that they (the parents) could
worship “in peace.” In addition to other problems, this led to confusion between worship and education.

In any case, by 1990 we knew that our children were not being served as well as they could be. So
we began to think of ways to improve the situation. We were aware of parishes which included a
children’s homily in the adult service, but that only lengthened the service for the children. We also
knew that even young children were readily participating in the drama and movement of the Eucharist.

Consequently, we decided that a more appropriate tack would be to give the children their own
Liturgy of the Word, parallel to the adult liturgy but geared to their level, and to return the children to
the Liturgy of the Table at the natural transition point, the exchange of the Peace.

Our approach to the service

We struggled with the details of how the whole process would work and finally found a usable
model. (The specifics of this service are listed in the Order of Worship immediately following this
introduction.) When our children arrive on Sunday morning, they gather with their families and the
entire worshiping community in the nave of the church. Having the children with their parents for a
short period at the beginning of the adult service solves the problem of the children not knowing where
their parents are seated. We also think this gathering communicates to everyone the important message
that children are part of the whole worshiping body: coming back is different from coming in. The
children return to the same place where they began their worship.

After the Collect of the Day, the celebrant invites “those children who wish to” to go to their service
of the Word. (We have made no policy about the age a child must be to attend the children’s liturgy.
We have a few toddlers who come with their parents, and they enjoy the music. The service seems to
hold the most appeal for children from preschool through the intermediate grades. We have found that
most children graduate themselves after about sixth grade.) When the children leave the adult service,
the leader of the children’s service leaves with them, with another adult following the group to bring
along any stragglers. We always welcome other adults who go with the children.

Earlier in our history at Holy Trinity, the parish hall became a sacred space for the children; now we
have a children’s chapel. It is defined by an altar with fair linen, cross, and candles; by a Bible on a
stand; and sometimes by flowers. Above the altar we have used a picture of a stained glass window
created by members of one of the church school classes. We have chairs or floor space for any who
wish to sit there. We also are fortunate to have a dedicated guitarist who greets the children every
Sunday with the song “Enter, Rejoice, and Come In.”

At this point, after most of the children are seated, the leader greets them. This greeting has become
a habit with us and consists of a “Good morning” and perhaps some brief comment about the weather,
the beginning of school, or some other similar item of interest. Then we begin the service for the
children with their own opening prayer. We have made a deliberate attempt to integrate the themes of
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the day and to stick closely to the classic format for collects: statement about God, petition, and
Trinitarian ending. We also have tried to keep the prayer quite short.

Next come the readings. While the adults in most churches will hear three readings, we have only
two. The choice of readings and the form they take is addressed in the next section. We almost always
use an Old Testament passage for the first reading, except as indicated below. The Psalm follows the
first reading, just as it does in the adult service. The children receive a psalm sheet with a graphic image
(which can be colored) on one side and a responsive form of the Psalm on the other. (Reproducible
psalms in responsive form are found in Appendix 4.) Perhaps you have an artist in your parish who
would like to create images to go on the reverse of the psalm sheets. There are also many commercially
available sources of religious graphics. The words of the refrain for everyone to say are printed in bold
type, and, for the benefit of non-readers, the leader reads these words to the group before beginning the
Psalm. The leader reads the verses of the Psalm, the children say the refrain, and even the children who
do not read can participate once the others begin. (Parishes which regularly sing the psalms can easily
set our form of the psalm to music for their children.) We stand to sing the Doxology, and the children
remain standing for the reading of the Gospel. All readings are introduced and concluded with the same
responses used by the adults and found in the Book of Common Prayer.

An interactive homily with the children follows the readings. We usually try to have the children re-
tell the Bible story by asking some leading questions. Sometimes we let ideas develop by posing open-
ended questions beginning with “I wonder,” as Sonja Stewart and Jerome Berryman suggest in their
book Young Children and Worship. We then try to pull out a short point or two, keeping the homily
time to about five minutes. We find that concrete things used as visual aids always work well, although
we feel that it is unnecessary to force these just to “have something every week.” In fact, we have found
that visuals are more effective if they are used less frequently. On occasion we do say something about
the first reading immediately after reading it, especially if there is not an obvious connection between
the two readings. We will also occasionally say a few words by way of introduction if there is
something in a reading that we want the children to listen for or to understand as they go along. (One
example comes to mind: we explained the term “plumb line” before a reading from the prophet Amos.)
Our emphasis in the homily — and in the readings — is to make the children’s experience of God and of
worship a positive one. We have tried to be thorough in our suggestions for the homilies, but we
encourage leaders to take time with the readings. Leaders should be confident that the Scriptures will
speak to them regardless of their own experience and training. They should approach the readings and
the homilies with an open heart and mind to allow for the creative work of the Spirit.

We fill the breaks in our children’s service with music, an area we would like to expand. Currently
we use music that is geared more toward the younger children. The children always have requests. (A
list of our children’s favorites is in Appendix 2.) After the homily, we have the first interval of music.
After a few songs, we stand for the Children’s Creed. (This can be found in Appendix 1 and in the
Order of Worship.) We then ask for any special prayers of concern or thanksgiving or for birthdays
during the next week. When these requests have been heard, we have Prayers of the Young People, an
adaptation of the forms found on page 393 of the Book of Common Prayer. (These prayers, too, are
found in Appendix 1 and in the Order of Worship.) We conclude the children’s service with more
music. Finally, we all return to the nave at the exchange of the Peace. We adjust this pattern as needed
for special occasions. For example, on those Sundays on which there is a Baptism, we omit the Creed
and the Prayers of the People because these are part of the baptismal rite. We bring the children back
into the church before the Thanksgiving over the Water. Other parishes may want to adapt this to their
own needs.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
2 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



For the children’s return to the adult service, help with timing is essential. We have someone who
leaves the adult service after the sermon and signals us. Another parish uses a wireless doorbell. We
then know that the amount of time remaining for us is whatever time it takes the adults for the Creed, the
Prayers of the People, the Confession, and perhaps the announcements. Timing could be a problem, but
it has never been a major one for us. We are often waiting a minute or two outside the nave and
listening for the Peace before we enter, or we sometimes find the door open and the adults already
waiting as we enter. Each parish should work out its own details of timing.

We believe that churches of any size can successfully use this model. At a minimum, it requires one
adult leader. This person could lead every Sunday or work as part of a rotating team. If necessary, this
same person could lead unaccompanied singing or use recorded music to support the children’s singing.
We believe it is best, however, to have an additional person who plays a musical instrument. One other
adult should be delegated to handle distractions. This can be any adult: a parent who has accompanied a
child to the children’s liturgy, or the person who followed the group and brought along the stragglers.

Parishes may want to enhance the drama of the children’s procession out of the church. This
procession could be led by an acolyte carrying a cross or a banner, or by the leader carrying this book,
signifying the Word of God, held high for everyone to see.

Nearly all churches suspend Sunday school/Christian education during the summer months because
of sporadic attendance and the difficulty of maintaining a teaching staff during that period. However,
recognizing the children’s continuing need for accessible worship, we are committed to continuing the
program uninterrupted throughout the year.

Our approach to the Scripture readings

Our rendering of the Scripture readings is the main focus and content of this volume. For several
years, we have examined and edited these readings to make them suitable for children. We have
directed our words toward the average comprehension level of a second grader, although in the case of
the psalms, we have often retained more traditional language to preserve the beautiful poetry.

Whenever possible, we have retained the appointed lectionary readings, except, as stated before, we
have usually eliminated the reading of the Epistle.

If we have found that a reading is too harsh or too negative for young listeners or that it casts God in
an unfavorable light, we have made a change. Usually this problem occurs in the Old Testament
readings; it is much less frequent in the Gospels. An adult can integrate and look at the Old Testament
from the viewpoint of one who has read the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and an adult has more resources, in
general, for handling difficult passages. Children, however, are more concrete and literal in their
thinking, and they are sensitive to words of doom or of punishment. We think that the unedited Bible is
an adult book and that some of the harsher passages can actually damage young children’s relationships
with God. Sometimes we have been able to edit readings of this nature by softening the language or by
eliminating some verses and retaining only those that are more suitable. However, if we did not find
this to be possible, or if little of value remained for the children after our editing, we have made a
complete substitution. For the first reading this is usually another Old Testament story, but occasionally
we have chosen an Epistle which seemed appropriate. During Easter we have generally used an
alternative reading from Acts. Any substitutions made for the second reading are, of course, taken from
the Gospels.

Our rendering of the Scripture passages combines elements of both translation and paraphrase. In
this we used many sources, including all the principal modern translations, translations aimed at readers
with limited vocabulary, the original Greek and Hebrew texts, and other resources for translators. We
examined various resources geared toward children, needing more than a Bible storybook but very often
less than a complete children’s Bible. Our two-fold aim at all times was clarity and edification.
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Whenever possible, we have rendered passages as real translations, following the originals quite closely.
Elsewhere, we have used paraphrase in order to make the meaning clear or to soften a very harsh tone.

We have used two readings, rather than three, for two main reasons. First, it can be difficult for
children to keep three readings separate and distinct. Second, we feel that, of all the different kinds of
material in the Bible, narratives — stories — are most accessible to children. Therefore, we have used
stories from the Old Testament and from the Gospels, the principal sources of stories in the Bible.

These Scripture renderings are for listeners rather than readers. Hence, we have taken into
consideration such things as how a passage will sound to an unprepared child, whether a passage
contains any well-known phrases (which we have tried to keep), and whether a passage might contain
homophones or other words which children might not hear correctly. For example, we do not use the
phrase “the presence of the Lord” because it sounds like “the presents of the Lord.” In all our work we
have tried to balance a respect for the text with the needs of listening children. In light of this, you may
even choose to shorten some of the readings if many of your children are younger with shorter attention
spans.

As arule, the readings and suggestions for the homily for each Sunday are printed in this book on
two facing pages. On those occasions when more than two pages are needed, we have used three or
four. There are blank pages inserted into the file so that when the resource is printed and placed into a
notebook, the session always begins on the left page. We have inserted brackets [ | in the text for two
purposes. One is to designate optional parts of Scripture — either those which we considered optional
or those considered so in the adult lectionary. The other purpose is to point out introductions or other
words which we have added to clarify meaning or to provide context for a particular passage.

The other changes we have made in this children’s lectionary involve philosophy. When we have a
story that expresses the theme of the day or the season and is more suited to children than the designated
reading for that day, then we have substituted the story that we consider more appropriate, or at least
offered an option. The first Sunday of Advent is an example of this, as are several Sundays in the
seasons of Lent and Easter. (The introductions to these seasons describe in more detail what we have
done, and the charts in Appendix 3 index the readings.) We have also decided to use some of the great
stories, both from the Old Testament and from the Gospels, more often than the lectionary itself includes
them. In the case of the Gospels, if we have used the same story more than once, we have told parallel
versions whenever possible. In addition, we have included some parts of Scripture which are missing
from the regular Sunday adult lectionary. The prime example is the omission of the famous “Let the
children come to me,” and this is the verse which has most inspired us to take on this project.

David Bateman
Carolyn Wheeler
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Procession

Welcome

Opening prayer

First reading

Psalm

Doxology

Gospel reading

Homily

Music

Children’s Creed

ORDER FOR THE CHILDREN’S SERVICE OF THE WORD

Following the Collect of the Day, children leave the nave of the church. They enter
their own worship space singing “Enter, Rejoice and Come In.”

The leader usually greets the children as the last ones are settling into their seats.

Leader says, “The Lord be with you.” Children respond, “And also with you.”
Leader reads the prayer of the day.

Leader says, “A reading from the Book of .” Leader then reads the first
lesson of the day, and ends by saying, “The Word of the Lord.” Children respond,
“Thanks be to God.”

Psalm sheets may be handed out at this time or placed on the seats ahead of time.
Before beginning the psalm, the leader reads the children’s response, for the benefit
of the non-readers.

Leader asks the children to stand for the Doxology and the Gospel.

Leader begins with “The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to J
Children respond with “Glory to you, Lord Christ.” Leader reads the lesson and ends
with “The Gospel of the Lord.” Children respond, “Praise to you, Lord Christ.”

Leader prompts the children to retell the story by asking them leading questions about
the sequence of events, the people in the stories, the words spoken, etc. Leader
should try to pull out main points, perhaps asking what God might want us to know
from this story. A visual aid is sometimes helpful. Each day in this book has specific
comments to assist the leader.

Our experience shows that a musical interlude is helpful here before going on with
the creed and the prayers. Children usually have requests. Even very young children
can often relate to the music. See Appendix 2.

At some point, after a few songs, the leader asks the children to stand for the
Children’s Creed:

1 believe in God above,

1 believe in Jesus’ love;

1 believe his Spirit, too,

Comes to teach me what to do.

1 believe that I should be

Kind and loving, Lord, like thee (you).

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler

6 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



Prayers of the
Young People

Confession
(optional)

(all)

(leader)

Music and return

The leader asks the children for any special concerns or reasons for

thanksgiving they may wish to share, or for the blessing of any birthdays this
week. Then, after all these have been heard, the leader says, “The Lord be with
you,” and the children respond, “And also with you.” The prayers follow, with
the children responding to each petition, “Lord, hear our prayer.” (These prayers
have been adapted for children from the list of six categories of intercession found
on page 383 of the Book of Common Prayer.)

We pray for the people of God’s whole church. We pray especially for the people
of Church, and for our bishop(s) and for
our clergy

We pray for the United States and for our President. We pray for the other
countries of the world and their leaders. May they all work for peace.

We pray for this city (town, etc.) of and for the people who live and
work and go to school here. We pray for the other cities and towns like
it and for the people who live in them.

We pray for the good earth which God has given us. May we help to take
care of the land, the air, the water, the plants, and the animals.

We pray for all people who are sick or sad or lonely or afraid. May we
always remember them and be kind.

We pray for all people who have died. May they have a place with you.
We thank you for your many blessings.

Lord, hear the prayers of your young people and strengthen all of us to do your
will. Amen.

You will want to consult your clergy about whether to include the
Confession or not. If you desire, what follows is a simple form of
confession and lay declaration of forgiveness.

O God, we confess that we have said, we have done, and we have thought things
that are not right. Help us to be very sorry and forgive us. We ask
you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

May God have mercy on us and forgive us all our sins through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

We fill the time at the end of the service with more music. Timing is of the
essence here, and it helps to have someone from the adult service who will signal
the leader of the children’s service immediately following the sermon for adults.
Then the leader knows the time which remains is whatever time is needed to
complete the Creed, the Prayers of the People, the Confession, and the Peace.
Children move to the door leading into the nave and enter the nave at the
exchange of the Peace.
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THE INCARNATION:
ADVENT / CHRISTMAS / EPIPHANY

We have generally adhered to the designated readings from the standard lectionary during the season of
Advent. The readings have, of course, been adapted for children. We would make several suggestions
for the Sundays of the Christmas season. The first thing to note is that in some years there is only one
Sunday after Christmas, but in others there are two. Then afterwards, the official celebration of
Epiphany (the story of the three wise men) falls nearly always on a weekday when children are often not
present (January 6), and the following Sunday has us celebrating the baptism of an already grown Jesus!
Therefore, knowing how many Sundays after Christmas you have to work with will help you a great
deal in planning how you will arrive at the First Sunday after the Epiphany (the Baptism of Jesus).

There are five appropriate Gospel stories which can be used during this time: the naming of the infant
Jesus (Holy Name), the parents bringing the baby Jesus to the temple (Presentation), the arrival of the
three wise men (Epiphany itself), the escape of the holy family from a murderous King Herod (Flight
into Egypt), and finally the remarkable interaction of the twelve-year-old Jesus with the elders in the
temple while his frantic parents are scouring Jerusalem for him. First of all, we have combined the
flight into Egypt with the Epiphany reading, and we think this should be the first choice of readings for
the season. If your parish has a strong tradition of having children present on Epiphany (January 6),
then that is the obvious place for the reading. (It would automatically be used when Epiphany falls on a
Sunday.) We think it should also be used on that day when there is only one Sunday after Christmas,
and on the second Sunday after Christmas when there are two. In the case in which there are two
Sundays, our next suggestion is to use the Presentation in the Temple for the first Sunday. The one
exception to this is any year in which the designated date for this feast (February 2) falls on a Sunday.

The Epiphany/Flight into Egypt material is in this section on page 22. The other above-cited material
for use after Christmas is in the Other Celebrations section beginning on page 195.

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 9
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have shown us your wonderful love in your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to wait patiently
for him, and to be ready for that time when he will come to us. We ask you this through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 64:1-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

O Lord, look down on us from heaven. For you are our father, the one who has always rescued
us. Oh, how we wish you would tear open the heavens and come down to us! Then the mountains
would see you and shake. They would tremble like water boiling over a hot fire. Come and say
your name to the nations. There was a time when you came and did mighty deeds, things beyond
our hopes and dreams. From ages past no ear has heard, no eye has seen, any God like you. You do
mighty deeds for those who put their hope in you. You welcome those who rejoice in doing what is
right. You help those who remember how you want them to live. But there are times when we do
not turn to you in prayer; we do not go to you for help. And yet you, Lord, are our father. We are
the clay, and you are the potter. We are all the work of your hand. We are all your people; be
merciful to us and bless us.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 80
ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, * stir up your strength and come to help us.
Show us the light of your face * and we shall be saved.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * behold and tend this vine.
You prepared the ground for it and planted it; * it took root and filled the land.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

The mountains were covered by its shadow * and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
You stretched out its tendrils to the sea, * and its branches to the river.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; *
preserve what your right hand has planted;
And so will we never turn away from you; * give us life that we may call upon your Name.

ALL:  Bring us back to you, O Lord God.
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Gospel reading Mark 13:26-27, 31-37*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said, “When I come back to the earth, I will come among the clouds with great power and
glory. I will send the angels out to every corner of the earth. They will gather God’s people from all
over the world. The angels in heaven do not know when that day or time will be. Even I do not
know. Only my Father in heaven knows. So watch and be ready. Think about what happens when
a person plans to go away on a trip. That person may leave the servants in charge of the house,
giving each one a job to do and telling someone to keep watch. Pay attention, because you do not
know when the owner of the house will come back. It might be in the evening or at midnight or
before sunrise. The owner may come back suddenly, and if you are always ready, you won’t be
sleeping when this happens. What I say to you, then I say to all. Watch!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)
or this Matthew 25:1-13*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One day Jesus told his disciples this parable:

The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there were ten young women who were
bridesmaids for a wedding. It was their job to wait for the bridegroom with their oil lamps and light
his way to the wedding feast. Five of these young women were foolish and the other five were wise.
The foolish ones took only their lamps with them. But the wise ones took not only their lamps but
extra oil as well. Now the bridegroom was very late in coming, and all of the bridesmaids became
drowsy and fell asleep. Then at midnight there was a shout, “Look! The bridegroom! Come out to
meet him!” The ten bridesmaids woke up and began to get their lamps ready. Then the foolish ones
said to the wise ones, “Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are going out.”

But the wise ones answered, “If we do, there may not be enough for you and for us. Go to the
people who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.” And while the foolish bridesmaids were gone to
buy oil, the bridegroom came. The five wise bridesmaids were ready and went in with him to the
wedding feast. Then the door was closed.

And Jesus concluded, “Watch then, because you do not know the day or the hour when
the bridegroom is coming.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have eliminated from Mark’s gospel the verses about the fig tree because we thought introducing
another theme would be confusing for children. However, we suggest that the selection from Matthew’s gospel
be read (rather than the one from Mark), unless you have used the Matthew reading where it appears in Proper 27,
Year A. Both readings carry the prevailing theme of being alert and ready, but we believe children can more
easily relate to the story of the bridesmaids.
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Comments for the leader:

(You may wish to have an Advent wreath for the children’s worship space. You may want to begin
with no candles lighted at the beginning of the service, then light one at the end of the homily.)

Remind the children that we are entering a new season and a new church year today, and remind
them that the church keeps time in a different way. If your church uses colors on the altar, pulpit and
lectern, ask the children if they noticed them. The colors will be this way for four Sundays. Tell the
children that Advent is a time for preparation, for getting ready, not just for Christmas, but for Jesus in
our lives. This is a difficult concept for them, but with time, it will begin to ring true for them. Tell
them that today is the first Sunday in Advent, and that we will think about being ready.

If you have read from Mark, you will only want to focus on the fact that each of us has work to do
for God, and that part of being ready means doing those things Jesus has taught us. Then we will all be
working on the kind of world God intends for us.

If you have read from Matthew, tell the children that Jesus told a story or parable about being ready.
Have the children retell the story by asking questions such as:

» What was the special event people were getting ready for?

» What did the bridesmaids have to do?

* Tell them that five were foolish and five were wise. What did the wise ones do that the others did

not do?

» What happened next?

Make the scene real for the children by telling them that the bridesmaids were so sleepy and it was
very late. They have all felt like this.

But just at midnight there was a shout that the bridegroom was coming, and then what happened?

Whichever reading you have chosen, finish by telling the children that we are all getting ready. Ask
them what they would do if they knew Jesus were coming. Share what you might do — like fixing
some special food or getting the house clean and ready. Tell them that is often what people do when
they prepare for Christmas. But beyond that, ask them if Jesus were coming, would they want to be
fighting or angry with anyone. As you light the first candle on the wreath, tell the children to think
about being ready as we begin this new season of Advent.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your prophets to prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to listen to
their message so that we may be ready to welcome your Son Jesus when he comes to us. We make
this prayer to you through the same Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

These are the words which God spoke to his prophet Isaiah:

Comfort my people. O, comfort them! Speak to their hearts and give them strength. Tell them
their suffering is over and their sins are forgiven. A voice is calling out in the wilderness, “Prepare a
road for the Lord! In the desert make a highway for our God! Every valley shall be raised up; every
mountain shall be made low. The hills shall be made level and the rough country shall be made
smooth. Then the glory of the Lord shall appear, and all people shall see it together.” For the mouth
of the Lord has spoken.

Then a voice said, “Cry out!”

And I said, “What shall I cry?”

The voice answered, “Go up on a high mountain and tell the good news. Shout it out! Do not be
afraid. Say to the cities, ‘Behold, here is your God!” See, the Lord God is coming. He will rule
with strength and power. He will bring with him the people he has rescued. He will feed his flock
like a shepherd and gently lead the mother sheep. He will gather the lambs together and carry them
in his arms.”

The Word of the Lord.  (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 85
ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Show us your mercy, * and grant us your salvation.
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.

ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who respect him, *
and his glory will be seen in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; * righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Righteousness shall walk before the Lord, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.
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Gospel reading Mark 1:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

This is the beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The prophet Isaiah
wrote down these words that God had spoken to him: See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you
to prepare the way for you. Someone is shouting in the wilderness, “Prepare a road for the Lord.
Make a straight path for him!” So John the Baptizer appeared in the wilderness telling people to
change their lives and be baptized so their sins would be forgiven. Many went out to hear John, and
they confessed their sins. Then John baptized them in the Jordan River. John’s clothing was made of
camel’s hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey. John
announced to the people, “Someone greater than I am is coming. I am not good enough even to
kneel down and undo his sandals. I baptize you with water, but the one who is coming will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

(You may wish to light only one candle on the Advent wreath, then light the second at the end of the
homily.)

You may want to spend a little time on both readings since Isaiah’s imagery of God’s coming as a
shepherd is so wonderful. (Also, remember that the readings on the third Sunday of Advent also focus
on John the Baptist, so you will have to speak about him next week as well.) Tell the children that we
hear good news in both readings. The prophet Isaiah said that God would come to lead his people
gently, as a shepherd leads his flock of sheep. God wanted Isaiah to shout out this news hundreds of
years before it happened. Isaiah said God would send a messenger ahead of him to prepare the way.
Ask the children if they know who this messenger was. Tell them we always hear about John the
Baptist on both the second and third Sundays of Advent because John is important. Do not assume that
the children know anything about John since he is not part of the popular Christmas culture. Help them
to become more familiar with John by asking them questions about what he wore and ate, and what he
said to people and then what he did for them. All the people had been waiting for the Messiah for a long
time. (Isaiah had lived over seven hundred years before John was born.) God had made this promise,
but Isaiah knew it would be a long time in the future before the Messiah was coming; John knew the
Messiah was coming soon. Ask the children what John said about the one who would come after him,
and ask them now if they know who this special person was. Conclude by saying that Advent is the
time when we are also waiting for Jesus to come into our lives. As you say this, you may then want to
light the second candle on the wreath to emphasize the waiting and the mystery of Advent.
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have promised a new world to all who listen to your message. Give us grace to hear
your promise and to help this new world to come to be. We make this prayer to you through your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 65:17-25
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

This is what the Lord God says:

I am going to make new heavens and a new earth. Then people will not think about things
that happened long ago. So be glad and rejoice forever in what [ am creating. I am about to
create a Jerusalem that is full of joy, and her people will be glad. I will rejoice over Jerusalem
and I will delight in her people. There will be no crying there; there will be no need to call for
help. Like trees, people will live long lives. A person who lives to be a hundred will be called
young. People will fully enjoy the things that they have worked for. The work they do will be
successful. All my people will be blessed by the Lord — my people and their children will be
blessed. Even before they ask me, I will hear them; while they are still praying, I will answer
them. Wolves and lambs will eat together in peace; even lions will eat straw as cattle do, and
snakes will feed on the dirt. No hurt or harm will be done on all my holy mountain, says the
Lord.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 126
ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

When the Lord brought us back to Jerusalem, * then we were like people who dream.
Then were our mouths filled with laughter, * and our tongues with shouts of joy.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

Then they said among the nations, * “The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us, * and we are glad indeed.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

Then those who planted with tears * will harvest with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping and carrying the seed *
will come in again with joy bringing bundles of grain.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.
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Gospel reading John 1:6-8, 19-28
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

There was a man named John who was sent by God. John came as a witness to tell people about
the light, the light of God’s Messiah coming into the world. John was not the light; he came to tell
others about the light so they might believe.

Now the religious leaders in Jerusalem sent some priests and temple helpers to John. They
asked him, “Who are you?”

John spoke openly to them and said clearly, “I am not the Messiah.”

They asked, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”

John said, “No, I am not.”

So they asked, “Are you the Prophet we are waiting for?”

And he said, “No.”

Then the religious leaders said, “Tell us who you are. We need an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?”

John answered them in the words of the prophet Isaiah, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make a straight path for the Lord!” ”

Some of those who had been sent asked John, “Why are you baptizing people if you are not the
Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet?”

John said, “I baptize with water, but here with you there is one you do not know, the one
who is to come. I am not good enough even to undo his sandals.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

(You may wish to light only two candles on the Advent wreath and light the third candle at the end of
the homily.)

Remind the children that we always hear about John the Baptist on the second and third Sundays in
Advent. Many children, but not all, may have been present on the preceding Sunday; however, do not
assume that everyone knows about John, since he is not part of the Christmas culture. Therefore, you
may want to begin with a brief recounting of last week’s reading — how John looked and the message
he preached as he baptized in the wilderness. Then focus on today’s reading. Ask the children if they
know what a witness is; that is what John was — a witness to God’s light. Then ask them what the
religious leaders were wondering. John was so different that anyone can understand how people might
have made the mistake of thinking he was the messiah they had been waiting for. Then they wondered
why John was baptizing people since he said he was not one of those important people. Ask the
children if they remember how John answered the religious leaders’ questions. John answered by
quoting from the prophet Isaiah and said in so many words that he was getting things ready for the one
they were waiting for. You may want to ask the children whom we are getting ready for during Advent.
Remind them that God sent John with his message to help us get ready for Jesus and to be his witnesses,
too. Then you may want to light the third candle on the Advent wreath as you remind the children that
Jesus is coming closer to all of us and his light is growing on this third Sunday of Advent.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have chosen ordinary people such as Mary to give life to your Word. Make our hearts
pure so that we, too, will be ready to welcome your Son when he comes to us. We ask you this
through the same Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First reading IT Samuel 7:4, 8-16
A reading from the Second Book of the Prophet Samuel.

One night the word of the Lord came to the prophet Nathan, telling him to speak these words to
King David:

I, the Lord God, took you from the pasture where you were caring for the sheep, and I made you
the king of my people, the people of Israel. I have been with you wherever you have gone. 1 will
make you as famous as any of the greatest leaders on the earth. I will choose a place for my people.
I will settle them in their own home where they will not be bothered any more. I promise to keep
you safe and to give you children and grandchildren. And when your days come to an end, I will
make one of your sons the king of Israel. He will be the one to build a temple for me, and I will
keep his kingdom strong. I will be like a father to him, and he will be like my son. I will not take
my steadfast love away from him. So your family line and your kingdom will never end.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 132
ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

Arise, O Lord, come to your resting place. * Let your faithful people sing with joy.
The Lord has made a promise to David; * in truth he will not break it.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

Your son I will put upon your throne, * and his crown I will make to shine.
If your children keep my promise and my ways that I shall teach them, *
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

The Lord has chosen Jerusalem for his resting-place; *
He says: Here will I live, for I delight in her.
I will surely bless her, * and her faithful people will rejoice and sing.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

Gospel reading Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

God sent the angel Gabriel to a young woman who lived in a town called Nazareth. The
woman was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King
David, and her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has
greatly blessed you, and he is with you.” Mary was confused by the angel’s message, and she
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wondered what his words meant. The angel said to her, “Mary, do not be afraid; God is pleased
with you. You are going to give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, just as
his ancestor David was, and his kingdom will never end!” Mary said to the angel, “I do not yet
have a husband, so how can this be?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High God will cover you. For this reason the baby will be holy.
He will be called Son of God. And remember your cousin Elizabeth. It was said that she could
not have children, but now she is going to give birth to a son in about three months, even though
she is very old. For nothing is impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “I am the servant of the
Lord. Let it happen to me as you have said.” And the angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

The leader should be prepared for questions about Mary’s situation. Thinking through this before
any questions arise is always helpful. If it is necessary, it can be simply stated that in those days it
would have been embarrassing for a woman to have a child before she was married. Today even fairly
young children know that these situations do arise, but usually they are not concerned with details and a
simple answer will be sufficient. The focus should be on the angelic visitation and on God’s Holy
Spirit.

(You may want to begin with three lighted candles on the Advent wreath, then light the fourth candle
at the end of the homily.)

To most of us it may be perfectly obvious who the mother of Jesus was, but the children, especially
the young ones, are just beginning to absorb the Christmas stories. Begin by asking the children such
questions as:

» What was the name of the woman in the story? Where did she live?

» What was the name of the man to whom she was engaged to be married? Who visited Mary?

» What did the angel say to her? What did he tell her about the baby who was to be born from God’s

Holy Spirit?

» Was Mary happy right away?

» Who else was going to have a baby? You may want to remind the children that this baby grew up

to be John the Baptist.

After the angel had reassured Mary by telling her not to be afraid and by telling her about her cousin
Elizabeth and saying that nothing was impossible for God, how did Mary answer? Ask the children
what else Mary might have said. (She could have said she didn’t want to do this, or that she was afraid,
or that God should find someone else.) But tell them that Mary had a choice, and even though she did
not understand God’s plan, she had faith, and she said she was happy to do whatever God needed her to
do. Sometimes God needs people who will say yes to him to accomplish his wonderful will for us.

Finish by telling the children that Mary was then waiting and wondering about this special child who
was God’s own gift and who would be called the Son of God. Light the fourth candle as you say that we
are all waiting for the birth of Jesus.
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CHRISTMAS YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your Son Jesus to live as one of us, and you make us joyful as we celebrate his
birth. Help us to know him here on earth and to praise you for sending him into the world. We ask
you this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

These are the words which the prophet Isaiah spoke:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Light is shining on those who
lived in a land deep in darkness. The people rejoice in what the Lord has done. For a child has
been born for us! A son has been given to us! And he will be our leader. He will be called,
“Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” “Prince of Peace.” Power and
endless peace will grow in his kingdom. He will sit on King David’s throne and rule over
David’s kingdom. He will rule with justice and righteousness from now until the end of time.
The Lord Almighty is determined to make this happen.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 96
ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
Tell of his glory among the nations * and his wonders among all peoples.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * it is the Lord who made the heavens.
Give to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * give to the Lord honor and power.
Give to the Lord the honor due his Name; * bring offerings and come into his courts.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * let the whole earth stand in awe of him.
Tell it out among the nations: * “The Lord is King!”

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Let the heavens rejoice, * and let the earth be glad.
Let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
Let all the trees of the wood shout for joy * before the Lord when he comes.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!
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Gospel reading Luke 2:1-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now when Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, he made a law that everyone in the
whole Roman empire must register for a census. So all people went back to be counted in the
towns where they had been born. There was a man named Joseph who went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea for the census. Bethlehem was called the
City of David because many years before this, King David had been born there. Joseph went
there to be counted because his family was part of King David’s family. Joseph went to be
registered with Mary, who was to become his wife. She was expecting a baby, and while they
were there in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to a son, her
firstborn. She wrapped him in pieces of cloth and laid him in a manger, a box filled with hay for
the animals. Mary and Joseph and the baby were staying in a stable because there was no room
for them in the inn.

Now there were shepherds in the fields nearby, keeping watch at night over their flocks of
sheep. Then an angel of the Lord came and stood in front of them, and the glory of the Lord was
shining around them. They were terrified, but the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! For
behold! I bring you good news of great joy for all people. Today in the City of David a Savior
is born to you. He is Christ the Lord! And this is how you will know him: you will find a baby
wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, with the angel a great number of heaven’s angels were there praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth!” When the angels had
left the shepherds and had gone back into heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let us go to
Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about!” So the shepherds went quickly and found
Mary and Joseph and the baby. And when they saw the baby lying in the manger, they told
Mary and Joseph the words which had been spoken about this child. Everyone who heard what
the shepherds said was amazed. And Mary remembered all these words and treasured them in
her heart. The shepherds went back to their flocks of sheep, praising God for all they had seen
and heard.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Explore with the children the details concerning the scene of the Nativity. Do not assume they know the
story. The older ones who do know it can help tell it. Begin by supposing that someone really important
was about to be born — someone like Isaiah described when he called him “wonderful” and “mighty” and a
“prince.” In what sort of place would the parents stay? Would it be clean and fancy? Would there be lots
of people there to help, and maybe reporters and cameras? (Make a surprise of the inversion; let the
children see just how humble and lowly the birth of Jesus was.) There was no room for them and so they
were staying with the animals. They had no help and no extra attention; in fact, no one seemed to know or
even care. But, really, there were reporters. Who were they? And who heard the story first? God chose
common people to be the first to hear of his wonderful gift to all of us. Bring out the sense of wonder and
awe that the shepherds must have had. They saw not just one angel but a whole chorus of them! They
hurried to see this child that the angels sang about — they simply could not wait. Then remind the children
that even Mary was amazed by what the shepherds told her about Jesus. You might want to finish by telling
the children that we remember this wonderful Christmas story every Sunday when we sing the words also
found in the Book of Common Prayer, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth!”
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THE EPIPHANY [January 6] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you sent your own Son as a light for all people. Help us to show forth his light in our lives
so that everyone we meet will know the love you have given to us all. We make this prayer to you
through the same Lord Jesus Christ, the true light of the world. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 60:1-6, 9

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Arise, O Jerusalem, and shine, for your light has come. The glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. Nations will come to your light, and kings will come to the brightness of your sunrise. Lift up
your eyes and look around you. Your people are gathering to come home to you. When you see
this, you will shine with happiness, and your hearts will be filled with joy. From far away, people
will come to you bringing gifts of gold and frankincense. And they will sing praises to the name of
the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 72
ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

Give the King justice, O God, * and give righteousness to the King’s Son.
May he rule your people with fairness * and govern the poor with justice.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

May he defend the needy among the people; * may he help the poor.
May he come down like rain upon the field, * like showers that water the earth.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

May he live as long as the sun shines * and as long as the moon glows, for ages to come.
May goodness be plentiful in his time; * may there be peace as long as the moon shall shine.
May he rule from sea to sea, * to the very ends of the earth.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

Gospel reading Matthew 2:1-15a, 19-21, 23a*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

In the time when Herod was king, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, some wise men
came from the East to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the child born to be the king of the Jews?
We saw his star in the East, and we have come to worship him.”

When King Herod heard about this, he was troubled, and so was everyone else in
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Jerusalem. He called together all the religious leaders and asked them where the Messiah was to be
born.

They told him, “In the town of Bethlehem, for that is what the prophet wrote.”

So Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when they first
saw the star. Then he sent them to Bethlehem and told them, “Go and look carefully for the child.
When you find him, let me know. Then I can go and worship him, too.”

When they had heard the king, they left. And there ahead of them was the same star they had
seen in the East. It went on before them until it stopped over the place where the child was. Once
they saw that the star had stopped, they were filled with joy. When the wise men went into the
house, they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and worshiped him. They
opened their treasure chests and offered him gifts of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And
afterward, God warned the wise men in a dream not to return
to King Herod. So they went home to their own country by a different way.

After the wise men had left, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. The
angel said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go quickly to Egypt. Stay there until I tell
you. Herod is looking for the child because he wants to kill him.”

When Joseph heard this, he got up immediately. He took Jesus and Mary and left that night for
Egypt, and they stayed there. Then, after King Herod had died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared again to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go back to
Israel, because those who wanted to kill the child are now dead.”

So Joseph got up and took the child Jesus, and Mary his mother, and went back to Israel. There
he made his home in the town called Nazareth.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: In this Gospel reading, we have combined (as does Matthew) the story of the wise men with the flight into
Egypt, even though the adult lectionary separates them. Otherwise, the children would be unlikely to hear this story
in church. Ordinarily, the Feast of the Epiphany falls on a weekday. If you do not have a strong tradition of
celebrating Epiphany when children are present, then you may want to use these readings on one of the Sundays
after Christmas.

Comments for the leader:

The story of the wise men found in Matthew stands in contrast to the story of the shepherds in Luke.
Yet it speaks to the same theme of God’s gift of his Son to be for all people — rich and poor, near and far.
The impact of Jesus’ birth was felt all around the world from the very beginning.

Allow the children to share the details of the story. Begin by telling them that Herod was the king in the
country where Jesus was born, and that there were wise men who came to him with a question. What did
they ask? How did they know about Jesus? Tell them these men studied the stars in the heavens, and they
had never seen anything like this before. Ask the children if King Herod felt as happy about the news of the
star as the wise men did, and why not. Ask where the religious leaders said the Messiah would be born.
What did Herod tell the wise men to do? Did he really want to go and worship him too? When the wise
men saw the child Jesus, what did they do? Why didn’t they go back and tell King Herod about him?
Wonder with the children what the wise men might have done when they went back to their home countries,
and how the wise men might have been changed. These last questions do not require answers, just thoughts.
Then ask the children what happened to Mary and Joseph, and let them tell the details of the flight into
Egypt. You may want to conclude with a reference to the symbolism of light — that Jesus said much later
that he was the light of the world, and that even right after he was born, these wise men from countries very
far away knew of his light because they saw his star in the night sky.
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THE SEASON AFTER THE EPIPHANY

The length of the Season after the Epiphany varies because Lent can begin as early as February 4 or as
late as March 10. Thus this season can contain as few as four Sundays or as many as nine. Regardless
of how many Sundays are in this season, however, the Last Sunday after the Epiphany always relates the
story of Jesus’ Transfiguration. So if there are five Sundays after Epiphany, for example, you will use
the readings for only the first through the fourth Sundays and then go directly to the Last Sunday after
the Epiphany. The simplest way to determine which readings go with which Sunday is to consult a
standard church calendar. You may also consult pages 882-885 of the Book of Common Prayer.

It is also important to note that the scripture readings for the sixth, seventh, and eighth Sundays after
Epiphany are exactly the same as those for Propers 1, 2, and 3 in the Season after Pentecost. (In any
given year, the readings may be used in one season or the other, but never both.)

We have made only a couple of substitutions in the standard lectionary. The theme of this season is

much like that of the season after Pentecost; the Roman Catholic Church refers to both as “ordinary
time.”

¥ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 9
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THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (The Baptism of Our Lord) YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Father in heaven, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Son Jesus at his baptism. Help us through the
same Holy Spirit to make him known to all as the light of the world. We ask you this through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says:

Here is my servant, my chosen one, the one in whom my soul delights. I have put my spirit upon
him, and he will bring forth justice to all peoples. He will not shout aloud; his voice will not be
heard in the streets. He will not lose hope or courage; he will bring justice in the earth. Distant
lands eagerly wait for his teaching.

This is what the Lord God has said. He created the heavens and stretched them out; he shaped
the earth and all that lives in it. He gave life and breath to all its people.

And now the Lord God says to his servant:

I am the Lord. I have called you in righteousness. I have taken you by the hand and kept you. 1
have sent you as my covenant to the peoples and as a light to the nations to open the eyes of the
blind and to lead those who live in darkness out of their prisons. I alone am the Lord; that is my
name. [ will not give my glory to another; I will not let idols take the praise that should be mine.
The things I predicted have now come true. Now I will tell you of new things even before they
begin to happen.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 89
ALL: Iwill sing of your love forever, O Lord.

I have anointed my servant David with my holy oil, * and my arm will make him strong.
My faithfulness and love shall be with him, * and he shall have victory through my Name.

ALL: Iwill sing of your love forever, O Lord.

He will say to me, “You are my Father, * my God, and the rock of my salvation.”
I will make him my firstborn * and higher than the kings of the earth.

ALL: Iwill sing of your love forever, O Lord.

I will keep my love for him forever, * and my covenant will stand firm for him.
I will continue his family line forever, * and his throne will last as the days of heaven.

ALL: Iwill sing of your love forever, O Lord.
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Gospel reading Mark 1:7-11
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

John the Baptist always told the people, “Someone much greater than I am is coming. I am not
good enough even to kneel down and undo his sandals. I baptize with water, but the one who is
coming will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Now during that time Jesus came from the town of Nazareth and was baptized by John in the
Jordan River. Just as Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens opening and the Holy
Spirit coming down on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven saying, “You are my own
dear Son, my beloved. With you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Set the scene for the children by recalling John’s ministry — the way he looked, what he ate, what
he told people to do. (See readings for the second and third Sundays in Advent.) John had been
preaching a message of changed hearts and lives, and then baptizing people in the Jordan River. This
was a symbol or sign of cleansing and of change. John also told people he was preparing the way for
someone greater than he was. Ask the children what happened when Jesus came to John. Ask them if
they think Jesus needed to change. Ask why they think this. But this did mark a change for Jesus.
Before this he had not done any of the things we now associate with him; this was the very beginning of
his ministry. Perhaps he had been a carpenter before, and so he was changing his whole life to do what
God had planned for him to do.

Then ask the children what happened after Jesus had been baptized. Tell them that we believe that
we also receive God’s Holy Spirit at our baptism. Yet Jesus’ baptism was unique: he heard the voice of
God speaking to him to encourage him. But he was also like us, and he led the way for the baptism of
all his followers. Many churches have baptisms on this day. (This first Sunday after Epiphany is one of
the four days the church has traditionally baptized new members, the others being the Great Vigil of
Easter, Pentecost, and All Saints’s Day.) If you will be celebrating a baptism, tell the children that the
person (use the name) receives the Holy Spirit (a difficult concept, we realize). Tell them to listen for
the reference to Jesus’ baptism in the service, and also to the way the priest will say, “I baptize you in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” and then mark the person as “Christ’s
own forever.” This is a good way to end, but this is also a good day to tell the children to ask their
parents about their own baptisms, to look at pictures taken that day, and to see their baptismal candles or
banners if they received them.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you know each and every one of us. Help us always to listen when you call and to be ready
to follow you. We make this prayer through your son Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

First reading I Samuel 3:1-11, 19-20
A reading from the First Book of the Prophet Samuel.

[A long time ago, there lived a very old priest whose name was Eli.] A young boy named
Samuel also served the Lord with Eli in the temple. In those days there were very few words or
visions from the Lord. But one night Eli, who was almost blind, was sleeping in his room.
Samuel was lying in the place where the ark of God was. (The ark was a wooden chest, covered
with gold, which held the Ten Commandments written on stone tablets.) The lamp kept beside
the ark of God was still burning.

In the early morning, just before daylight, the Lord called, “Samuel, Samuel!”

The boy Samuel thought Eli had called him so he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called
me.”

But Eli answered, “I did not call you. Go back and lie down.”

So Samuel went back to bed.

Then the Lord called again, “Samuel, Samuel!”

Now Samuel did not know that it was the Lord calling him, so he got up, went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am. You called me.”

But Eli answered, “My son, I did not call you. Go back again and lie down.”

Then the Lord called Samuel a third time, and he got up, went to Eli and said, “Here I am.
You called me.”

Finally Eli realized that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, so he said to Samuel, “Go
back to bed, and if the voice calls to you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening!” ”

So Samuel went back to bed. Now the Lord came and stood there. He called again as he had
before, “Samuel, Samuel!”

Samuel answered, “Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening!”

Then the Lord told Samuel many things that would happen in Israel. And the Lord was with
Samuel as he grew up, and he made everything that Samuel said come true. So all the people of
Israel, from north to south, knew that Samuel was truly a prophet of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 63
ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

O God, you are my God; * eagerly I seek you.
My soul thirsts for you * like a person in a dry, empty land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *

that I might behold your power and your glory.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * my lips shall give you praise.
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So I will bless you as long as I live * and lift up my hands in your Name.
ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

My soul is content as with a rich feast, * and my mouth praises you with joyful lips.
I remember you while I lie upon my bed * and think about you throughout the night.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

For you have been my helper, * and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; * your right hand holds me fast.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

Gospel reading John 1:43-51
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”

Then Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the person Moses and the prophets
wrote about. He is Jesus, the son of Joseph, from Nazareth.”

But Nathanael said to Philip, “Nazareth! Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

Philip answered him, “Come and see!”

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said, “Here is a true Israelite; there is nothing
false in him!”

Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?”

Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”

Then Nathanael said to Jesus, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel

Jesus said, “Do you believe me just because I said that I saw you under the fig tree? I tell you
the truth, you will see greater things than this!”

"’

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Since there are not many stories in the Bible which are about children, you will want to spend some
time with the first reading. If you address only one reading, by all means choose this one from the book
of Samuel, and do so at the usual place in the service. But if you discuss both readings, you might
address the first one right after reading it.

Begin by telling the children that this is a story about a young boy who lived hundreds of years
before Jesus did. Ask if they remember the boy’s name. (For your own background, you may
remember that Samuel’s mother Hannah had prayed fervently for a child, and she promised to give the
child to the Lord’s service. The priest Eli had sent her on her way with the word that her prayers would
be heard. Hannah was true to her promise and brought Samuel to the temple when he was very young.)
Remind the children that Samuel was serving an old priest in God’s temple, and ask where he was
sleeping. Then ask such questions as:

» What happened before dawn? What did Samuel hear?

» What did Samuel do? What did Eli say?

* How many times did this happen?

» What did Eli finally realize? What did he tell Samuel to do?
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Finish by telling the children that from that time on, Samuel was called to be a prophet who would
speak for God. Remind them that when he was very old, Samuel was the one who went to the town of
Bethlehem to choose young David to be King of Israel. All along Samuel listened to God. Even though
we are not prophets, we can also listen always for the word of God.

If you choose to address both readings, or if for some reason you have chosen to address only the
gospel, then begin by asking the children who the three people were in the story. Remind them that the
story says Jesus found Philip and called him to follow. We do not know where or how, but Jesus did.
What did Philip do? Somehow Philip knew Jesus was the one for whom they had been waiting for such
a long time. What did Nathanael say? Nazareth was a little town that was not special in any way. What
did Philip say to Nathanael? You can almost feel Philip’s excitement — the children have probably said
those same words to their parents about something they have wanted to show or share. Then focus on
the scene in which Jesus and Nathanael met. What did Jesus say to him? Nathanael must have felt this
was accurate because he asked how Jesus knew him. After Jesus answered him, ask what Nathanael
said about Jesus. Conclude by telling the children that Philip and Nathanael were two of Jesus’ first
disciples. They needed only to come and see what he was like to know he was the one the prophets had
waited for — the Son of God.
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your own Son Jesus Christ to be the salvation of all your people. Give us
grace to hear his call and to share his message of good news. We ask you this through the same
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Genesis 12:1-8*
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

[A very long time ago, there lived an old man whose name was Abraham. He and his wife Sarah
had no children.] One day the Lord said to Abraham, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your
father’s home, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make your children and their children
after them into a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great so that you will be a
blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you, and through you I will bless all the families of
the earth.”

When Abraham was seventy-five years old, he started out from the place where he lived as the
Lord had told him to do. Abraham took his wife Sarah, his brother’s son Lot, their servants, and
everything they owned, and started out for Canaan, the new land God would show them. When they
arrived in Canaan, the Lord appeared to Abraham and said to him, “This is the country that I will
give to your children, your grandchildren, and your great-grandchildren after them.” Then Abraham
built an altar there to the Lord and worshiped him.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 130
ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; *
Lord, hear my voice; let your ears hear well the words of my prayer.
For there is forgiveness with you; * therefore you shall be honored.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord, * more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

O Israel, wait for the Lord, * for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him there is saving help, * and he shall redeem Israel from all its sins.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.
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Gospel reading Mark 1:14-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now after John the Baptist was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee and told the good news of
God. He said, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near! Turn back to God and believe
in the good news!” Then as Jesus walked along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two fishermen,
Simon and his brother Andrew. They were putting their net into the sea. Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and I will teach you how to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and
followed him. Jesus went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, who
were the sons of a man named Zebedee. They were in their boat fixing their nets. Immediately
Jesus called them; and James and John left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men
and followed Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have substituted this reading from Genesis with its theme of calling for the Jeremiah selection from the
adult lectionary since we think the Jeremiah reading is for adult listeners.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that they have just heard two stories about people being called.
Remind them that Abraham was seventy-five years old when he was called to start out for a new
country. He had no map and no hotel reservations, but he had faith that God would show him the way.

Then approach the gospel by reminding the children that Jesus came to the region of Galilee after
John the Baptist was put into prison. It is almost as though Jesus began preaching where John ended.
This is Jesus’ first message, and his words sound very much like those of John: the kingdom of God is
near and it is time to turn back to God and believe the good news. Then ask:

* Whom did Jesus see as he walked along? What were they doing?

* What did Jesus say to them? What do you think he meant by “fishing for people”? (If the children
offer no suggestions, perhaps the easiest way for them to relate to the words of the story is to
repeat Jesus’ first words. Perhaps he meant helping them to turn to God and believe in the good
news.)

* Who were the others whom Jesus saw?

* What did all these fishermen do when Jesus called them?

Then ask the children what they think it means to follow Jesus today. You may want to tell them
that for most of us it does not mean leaving our ordinary work, although some priests and ministers have
felt a “call” and have done just that. But most of us keep doing our work while we follow Jesus.
Following Jesus means to listen to the things he teaches us and to make our lives the way God wants
them to be. Conclude by saying that like Abraham and Simon and Andrew and James and John, we
need only to trust in God and he will lead us.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you always have a plan for our lives. Help us to trust in your saving help, even when we
cannot see what you want for us. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Job 42:1-5%
A reading from the Book of Job.

[Once there was a rich man whose name was Job. He was a good and honest man who honored
the Lord and hated whatever was evil. Then Job lost everything he had. For a long time, he still
trusted in the Lord. But later, he was so terribly upset that he spoke out in anger against the Lord.
Then the Lord spoke to Job and told him he had no right to say such things. For Job was not there
when the world was created, nor did he understand the way God works in the world.

Finally,] Job said to the Lord, “I know now that you can do all things. I know now that no plan
of yours can be changed. You asked why I talked so much against you when I knew so little about
you. The truth is that I have spoken about things which I did not understand, things too wonderful
for me to know. Before, I knew you only through what I had heard from others. But now I see you
with my own eyes.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 111
ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. *
Great are the deeds of the Lord.
His work is full of majesty and splendor, * and his righteousness endures forever.

ALL: Iwill give thanks to the Lord.

He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.
The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * all his commandments are sure.

ALL: Iwill give thanks to the Lord.

He has set his people free; * holy and awesome is his Name.
Respect for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * his praise endures forever.

ALL: Iwill give thanks to the Lord.
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Gospel reading Mark 8:22-26a*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus and his disciples came to the town called Bethsaida. There, some people brought a blind
man to Jesus, and they begged him to touch the man. So Jesus took the blind man by the hand and
led him out of the town. Then Jesus [did what was sometimes done by healers of that time. He] put
some spit into the man’s eyes. Jesus put his hands on the man and asked, “Can you see anything?”

The man looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like trees that are walking.”

So Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes again. The man looked with all his might and tried as hard
as he could to see. Then his eyesight came back, and he was able to see everything
clearly. And Jesus sent him home.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have made substitutions for both readings. We thought the judgment upon prophets and the casting
out of demons were topics best left for adults. The reading from Mark is not found in the adult lectionary, and the
reading from Job is taken from the second Sunday of Easter, Year C, when we have used a selection from Acts as
the first reading. We have expanded the reading from Job to relate part of Job’s story.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that everywhere Jesus went there were crowds of people who wanted to
hear him teach, but even more, perhaps, were those who wanted him to heal them. This particular day
was no exception. Ask the children such questions as:

* Where were Jesus and his disciples?

* Who came up to Jesus? Was he alone? What did these people do?

» What did Jesus do?

Wonder with the children how the blind man must have felt. He went off all alone with Jesus. Then
ask:

» What happened at first to the man’s sight?

* What happened next?

This is a unique healing account. It happens in two stages, and the man appears to put forth a great
deal of effort. Perhaps the message for us is that we need to trust Jesus, to be willing to be alone with
him, and to work alongside him to accomplish God’s will for us.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

Opening prayer

The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you sent your own Son to preach your good news to all people. Help us to hear his word and
to reach out to others with that same good news. We ask you this through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading IT Kings 4:8-37
A reading from the Second Book of Kings.

36

One day the prophet Elisha went to the town of Shunem where a wealthy woman lived. She
invited Elisha to eat at her house, and after that, whenever he went that way, Elisha would stop there
for a meal. Now the woman said to her husband, “Look, I am sure that this man Elisha who comes
here so often is a holy man of God. Let’s make a small room on the roof for him and put a bed, a
table, a chair, and a lamp in it. Then he can stay there whenever he comes to visit us.”

One day when Elisha came, he went up to his room to rest. He told his servant to call the
woman. When she came, Elisha asked her, “What can I do in return for all the kindness you have
shown us?”

She answered, “I have all I need right here.”

Elisha asked again, “Then what can I do for you?” His servant said, “Her husband is old, and
she has no son.” So Elisha prophesied, “This time next year you will hold a son in your arms.”

The woman replied, “Oh, please, sir, you are a holy man of God. Do not try to trick me.” But
what Elisha had said came true. At about that same time the next year God gave her a son.

One day when the child was older, he went out to be with his father in the fields. Suddenly he
cried out to his father, “My head! My head hurts!”

His father said to a servant, “Carry the boy to his mother.” The servant lifted the boy up and
took him to his mother. The boy lay in her lap until noon when he died. She carried her son up to
Elisha’s room and laid him on the bed. Then she went out and closed the door. She called her
husband and said, “Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys so that I may go quickly to
the prophet Elisha.

Her husband asked, “Why do you have to go to him today?” She answered, “It will be all right.”

Then she had the donkey saddled and said to her servant, “Lead the donkey as fast as it will go,
and do not slow down unless I tell you.” So she set out and went to the place where Elisha was.

When Elisha saw her coming in the distance, he said to his servant, “Look! Here comes the
woman from Shunem! Run to meet her and ask, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is
your son all right?” ”

When the servant asked her these questions, she said, “Everything is all right.”

But when she came to Elisha, she threw herself down and took hold of his feet. Elisha’s servant
stepped forward to pull her away, but Elisha said, “Leave her alone. She is bitterly upset, and the
Lord has not told me about it.”

The woman said to him, “Sir, did I ask you for a son? No! Didn’t I tell you not to trick me?”

Elisha turned to his servant and said, “Hurry! Take my walking staff and go quickly! If you
meet anyone, do not stop to talk, and if anyone greets you, do not take time to answer. Go straight
to the house and lay my staff on the boy.”

Then the woman said to Elisha, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave
without you.” So he got up and followed her. Elisha’s servant went on ahead and laid the staff on
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the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. So he went back to meet Elisha and said, “The
child did not wake up.”

When Elisha came to the house, he saw the boy lying dead on his bed. So he went into the room
alone, closed the door and prayed to the Lord. Then he lay down on top of the boy. He put his
mouth on the boy’s mouth, his eyes on the boy’s eyes, and his hands on the boy’s hands. While he
lay stretched out over the boy, the boy’s body began to get warm. Elisha got up, walked around, and
then lay down on top of the boy again. The boy sneezed and opened his eyes. Then Elisha called
his servant and told him, “Bring the boy’s mother.” When she came in, Elisha said to her, “Here is
your son.” She knelt down at Elisha’s feet with her face to the floor. Then she took her son and
went out.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 142
ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

I call to the Lord with my voice; * to the Lord I make my prayer.
I pour out my problems before him * and tell him all my troubles.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

When my soul is afraid, * you know my path.
I look to my right and find no one who knows me; *
I have no place to run and no one to care for me.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

I call out to you, O Lord; * I say, “You are my protection; you are all I need in this life.”
Listen to my call for help; * set me free that I may give thanks to your Name.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

Gospel reading Mark 1:29-39
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus had been teaching in the synagogue in the town of Capernaum. When he left the
synagogue with James and John, they went to the home of Simon and Andrew. Now as soon as
Jesus got there, he was told that Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a fever. Jesus went to
her bed, took her by the hand, and helped her up. Immediately the fever left her, and she began to
serve them a meal. That evening, after the sun had set, people brought to Jesus everyone who was
sick. In fact, all the people of the town gathered around the door of the house. Jesus cured many
people who were sick with diseases of one kind or another. Then very early the next morning, while
it was still dark, Jesus left the house and went to a place where he could be alone to pray. But Simon
and the others went out to search for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
looking for you.” But Jesus answered, “We must go on to the other towns nearby so that I can
preach the good news there also, because that is what I came to do.” So he traveled everywhere in
Galilee preaching in the synagogues.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 37



Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene and bringing the story to life for the children. Remind them that Jesus
had been teaching, which is what he usually did. Capernaum was a small town on the coast of the Sea
of Galilee. Jesus had been in the synagogue (remind the children that a synagogue is much like our
church), and he had the two brothers James and John, the fishermen, with him. They went back to the
place where Simon Peter and his brother Andrew lived. That must have been where Jesus stayed, too.
Jesus would have been tired. But someone told him right away that Simon Peter’s mother-in-law was
sick with a fever. In those days it could have been very serious. At any rate, we have a little picture of
Peter — he is married, and the whole family lives together. Then ask the children what Jesus did. We
don’t know if he had ever met this woman before, but when he touched her, the fever was gone. Then
ask the children what she did next. This is unusual since a person who has been sick usually gets up
slowly and allows other people to help with food, etc. It is almost as though she was never even ill.
Now we can almost picture her saying, “Why haven’t you offered our guests something to eat?” But she
wasn’t the only one healed that day; many others came to Jesus. Now ask the children:

» What did Jesus do early in the morning? Why? We get a good look at Jesus here — he is not

working alone. He must go off to pray.

* Who came out to Jesus? What did he say?

* How did Jesus answer?

* Why didn’t he want to stay in Capernaum?

* What is the good news? (If the children need help, remind them that Jesus always told people that

God and his kingdom were very close to them. He also taught them about the love of God.)

Conclude by telling the children that Jesus could have spent all his time healing people, even though
other people — like the prophet Elisha in today’s Old Testament reading — were also able to heal
people. But Jesus came to preach and to teach people about God. That was his most important work.
And that was work that would give healing to people’s souls as well as to their bodies.
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

[also used for Proper 1 when it occurs]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you alone are the source of all health and wholeness. Help us to touch your
people who are in need and to show forth your love and care for them. We ask you this through
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First reading IT Kings 5:1-3, 9-15a
A reading from the Second Book of Kings.

Once there was a well-respected man called Naaman, who lived in the country of Syria, just
north of Israel. Naaman was the commander of the whole Syrian army. He was a great soldier, but
he suffered from leprosy, a terrible skin disease. Now Naaman’s wife had a servant who was a
young girl from Israel. One day the girl said, “I wish that Commander Naaman could go to the
prophet Elisha who lives in Israel! He would heal him of this disease.”

When Naaman heard about this, he set out for Isracl. He went with his servants, and his horses
and chariot, and he stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger out to say to
Naaman, “Go, wash yourself in the Jordan River seven times, and you will be completely cured of
your disease.” But Naaman became angry and went away saying, “I thought that this prophet would
at least come out to me. I thought that he would call on the Name of the Lord his God. I thought he
would wave his hand over the spot and cure the leprosy. Besides, aren’t the rivers in my own
country better than any rivers in Israel? If washing would cure leprosy, I could have washed in
them.” He turned and went away in a rage.

But his servants went up to him and said, “Sir, if this prophet had told you to do something that
was difficult, wouldn’t you have done it? All he told you to do is to wash yourself and be healed.
Why won’t you just do this simple thing?” So Naaman changed his mind and went down to the
Jordan River. He washed himself in the river seven times, as Elisha had told him to do. Then his
skin became firm and healthy like that of a child, and he was completely cured. Naaman went back
to the prophet Elisha with all his servants. He stood before Elisha and said, “I know now that there
is no god anywhere but the God of Israel.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 42
ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

As the deer longs for streams of water, * so longs my soul for you, O God.
My soul is thirsty for God, thirsty for the living God; *
when shall I come to appear before him?

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

My soul is filled with these memories: * how I led the crowds to the house of God.
I remember the songs of praise and thanksgiving * of those who keep his holy day.
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ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * and why are you so troubled within me?
I will put my trust in the Lord and give thanks to him, * for he is my helper and my God.

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Deep waters call to each other; * all your waterfalls rush over me.
The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; * in the night season his song is with me.

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Gospel reading Mark 1:40-45
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Once there was a man in Galilee who was suffering from the skin disease known as leprosy. He
came to Jesus and knelt down and begged Jesus for help. He said, “If you want to, you can heal
me.” Jesus was filled with pity. He stretched out his hand and touched the man and said to him, “I
do want to. You are healed.”

At once the disease left the man, and he was healed. Then Jesus sent him away, with this
warning, “Do not say anything about this to anyone. But show yourself to the priest. Then offer a
gift to God because you have been healed.” But the man went out and told everyone that Jesus had
healed him. In fact, he talked so much that Jesus could not even go into a town because so many
people crowded around him. So Jesus stayed in places where no one lived, and people came from
all the towns to wherever he was.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that they have just heard two stories about healings. (You may want to
think about how the two stories are alike and how they are different. Both are about men who suffer
from leprosy and who have immediate healing, showing God’s power. One man is unknown; the other
is prominent. One knows he can be healed; the other doubts. One is asked to do something; the other is
not. In one case the healer actually fouches the man; in the other the healer does not even come out to
see the person who has leprosy. One returned to confess of God’s power; the other went out to tell
everyone.) Remind the children that at that time anyone who suffered from leprosy had to stay away
from their families and the rest of society because people were so afraid of the disease. A leper even
had to call out a warning to anyone who might inadvertently come near. The suffering person who so
desperately needed help was totally isolated. Then ask the children such questions as:

* Do you remember what this man in the gospel story said to Jesus?

* Do you think that was a strange thing to say? It showed complete confidence in Jesus.

» How did Jesus feel? What did he do?

 Can you imagine how the people who saw this must have gasped in disbelief?

» What happened to the man? Can you imagine how happy he felt? Perhaps he had not even seen

his family for years; now he could go back to the marketplace, to the synagogue, to all those
places he couldn’t go before!

No wonder he ran off to tell everyone!
Conclude by telling the children that the story gives a good picture of two real people. We see Jesus
with his real feelings for another person who was suffering. We see this man as a real person even
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though we do not know his name, because he was made whole again by the power of God’s love and the
touch of our Lord.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

[also used for PROPER 2 when it occurs]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you make all things new. Give us the faith to see your healing power and the courage to
help each other. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 43:18-25

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says, “Do not worry about the past or be concerned with what happened long ago.
Watch for a new thing that I am going to do. It is already happening. Do you see it? I will make a
road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. And even the wild animals will honor me; they will
praise me because I make rivers flow in the desert to give water to my chosen people. These are the
people I made for myself so they would praise me. But you did not call on me, O Israel; you were
tired of me. You have not brought me your offerings. You have not honored me with your gifts. |
did not burden you by asking for offerings or wear you out by asking for gifts. Instead, you
burdened me with your sins and you wore me out with the wrongs you have done. And yet, I am the
God who forgives your sins. I do this because that is who I am. I will not remember the wrongs you
have done.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 32
ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

Happy are they whose sins are forgiven, * and whose wrongs are put away!
Happy are they who are true of heart, * and in whose spirit there is nothing false!

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

I said, “I will confess my sins to the Lord.” * Then you forgave me all that I had done wrong.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

You are my hiding place; * you protect me from trouble.
You will guide me and teach me in the way that I should go; *
you will not take your eyes off me.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!
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Gospel reading Mark 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After Jesus had been teaching and healing throughout Galilee, he went back to Capernaum, and
everyone heard that he was there. So many people came to see Jesus that there was no room
anywhere, not even in front of the door to the house where Jesus was teaching. Then four other
people came, and they were carrying a paralyzed man. But because of the crowd, they could not
bring the man to Jesus. So they made a hole in the roof right above the place where Jesus was.
When they had dug an opening in the roof, they let down the mat on which the paralyzed man was
lying. When Jesus saw the faith of these people, he said to the paralyzed man, “My son, your sins
are forgiven.”

Now some of the teachers of the religious law were sitting there. They thought to themselves,
“Why does this man say things like this? He is speaking against God! Who can forgive sins except
God alone?”

At once Jesus knew in his heart what they were wondering, so he said to them, “Why are you
thinking such things? Which is easier to do? Is it easier to say to this paralyzed man, “Your sins are
forgiven’ or to say, ‘Stand up! Pick up your mat and walk’? Now I will show you, so that you will
know that I have authority on the earth to forgive sins.”

Then Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, stand up! Pick up your mat and go home!”

And the man stood up, immediately picked up his mat, and walked out in front of everyone. The
people were all amazed. They praised God and said, “We have never before seen anything like
this!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Help the scene come to life for the children with questions such as:

» Where was Jesus? What was he doing? Help them to imagine the press of the people and the
crowded house.

* Who came next? Why did they come to see Jesus?

» What problem did they encounter there? What was their solution? (You may want to explain that
the roof was most likely made of wooden beams packed with clay or dirt, so they dug through
it.)

* What did Jesus say?

* When the religious leaders heard this, what did they say?

* What did Jesus reply to them and to the man?

Wonder with the children how the man must have felt during all this.

Conclude by reminding the children that it was the man’s friends who had so much faith that Jesus
could help that they were willing to bring their friend down through someone’s roof to get to Jesus. Tell
the children that sometimes the church is like that. When one of us may not be strong enough, there are
others who can help. Sometimes we are like the person in need of help, and sometimes we are like the
helpers. But always the one we come looking for is Jesus.
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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

[also used for PROPER 3 when it occurs]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have promised us your love and faithfulness. May we rejoice in your promise which
comes to us in your Son Jesus Christ, and may we be see how his life makes us new again. We ask
you this through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Hosea 2:14-23
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Hosea.

This is what the Lord said to his prophet Hosea:

Look! I am going to lead Israel away into the desert. There I will speak tenderly to her. She
will come to me as she did when she was young, when I brought her out of Egypt.

Israel, on that day you will call me your husband. Never again will you speak the name of a
false god. On that day I will make a covenant for you with all the wild animals, the birds of the
heavens, and the creeping things of the earth so they will not harm you. And I will break all
swords and bows and put an end to war in the land. Then you will lie down to sleep in peace and
safety. Israel, I will take you for my wife forever. We will live in righteousness and justice. We
will live in constant love and mercy. I will be true to you as my wife, and you will know me as
Lord.

On that day I will answer, says the Lord. I will answer the heavens, and the heavens will
answer with rain, and the earth will answer with grain and new wine and olive oil. I will plant
my people in the land, and I will love them.

To Israel I will say, “You are my people,” and Israel will answer, “You are my God.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 103
ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and remember all his kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He forgives all your sins * and heals all your weaknesses.
He redeems your life * and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He satisfies you with good things * and makes you strong again like a young eagle.
As a father cares for his children, * so does the Lord care for those who love him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us.
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For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who honor him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Gospel reading Mark 2:18-22
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now one day the followers of John the Baptist and the teachers of the religious law were fasting.
(This means that on certain days they would go without food to show their respect for God.) Some
people came to Jesus and asked him, “Why is it that the followers of John the Baptist and followers
of the other religious leaders fast, but your followers do not fast?”

Jesus said to them, “Do you think that guests at a wedding party should go without food? Of
course not! As long as the bridegroom is still with them, they will not fast. But the day will come
when the bridegroom will no longer be with them, and then they will fast.”

And Jesus also said to them, “No one uses a piece of new cloth to sew a patch on old clothing.
Otherwise the new patch will shrink and tear an even bigger hole. Also, no one puts new wine into
old wineskins. Otherwise the wine will burst the skins and then the wine will be lost and the skins
will be ruined. Instead, new wine must be put into new wineskins.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

You may want to explain the word “wineskin” even before you read the Gospel. It is enough to say
that in those days people stored wine in leather pouches called wineskins and that when they were new
they were pliable, but when they were old, they were hard and would not expand. New wine has so
much “life” that it bubbles and might burst and ruin old wineskins.

Begin by telling the children that people did not really understand Jesus very well — they just could
not quite figure him out. Then ask such questions as:

» What was the question some of the people came to ask Jesus? (Remind the children of the

meaning of the word “fast.”)

* How did Jesus answer?

Ask the children if they have ever been to a wedding and if they saw people eating and enjoying
being together. Hardly anyone at a wedding would be going without food. This is what Jesus was
talking about. He wanted people to enjoy their time together because the time would come when he
would no longer be with them. Then he told two little parables to show what he meant, since this was a
new way of thinking. Ask the children what Jesus said about patching cloth and what he said about
storing wine. Remind them that he did not say the old clothing should be thrown away, just treated
differently. And perhaps old wineskins could be used for something other than new wine. Then ask
what Jesus might want us to know from these stories. Jesus’ teaching was very new — like new wine.
He didn’t want people to throw away the old things they had learned and the old religious laws. But
they needed to be flexible enough to think in new ways and not be held in by the old. He wanted his
followers to be joyful. Remind the children when we go to the altar for Holy Eucharist we are joyful
because we know that Jesus is there with us.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 47



THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you revealed the glory of your only Son Jesus on the holy mountain. Give us faith so that
we may see the light of his face, and change us to be more like him. We ask you this through the
same Lord Jesus Christ who lives with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading I Kings 19:3-16
A reading from the First Book of Kings.

The king of Israel became angry with the prophet Elijah because of the things Elijah had said,
and the king threatened to kill him. So Elijah ran away into the wilderness. He sat down under a
bush and wished he were dead. He said, “O Lord, I have had enough. Just let me die.” Then he lay
down and went to sleep.

Suddenly an angel touched Elijah and said, “Get up and eat.” He looked around and there near
his head was a loaf of bread baked on hot coals and a jar of water. Elijah ate and drank and lay
down again. The angel of the Lord came back and woke him a second time and said, “Get up and
eat or the journey will be too hard for you.” So Elijah got up and ate and drank. Then he was strong
enough to walk all the way to God’s holy mountain. It took him forty days and forty nights. There
on the mountain Elijah went into a cave to spend the night.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Elijah, what are you doing here?”

Elijjah answered, “O Lord God, I have always loved and followed you alone. But the people of
Israel have broken their covenant with you. They have torn down your altars and they have killed
your prophets. I am the only prophet left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.”

So the Lord said to Elijah, “Go out and stand on the mountain for [ am about to pass by.” Then
there was a great wind so strong that it split the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces. But the
Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake. But the Lord was not in the
earthquake. And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the
fire there was a still small voice. When Elijah heard this small voice, he covered his face with his
robe and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. The voice said to him, “Elijah, what are you
doing here?”

He answered again, “O Lord God, I have always loved and followed you only. But the people of
Israel have broken their covenant with you. They have torn down your altars and they have killed
your prophets. I am the only prophet left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” The Lord said to
him, “Go back by the same way that you came. Anoint the man named Hazael to be the new king of
Syria. Anoint the man named Jehu to be the new king of Israel. And anoint the man named Elisha
to be my prophet who will one day take your place.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 27
ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The Lord is the strength of my life; * I will put my trust in him.
One thing have I asked of the Lord; *
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

For in times of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; *
he shall set me upon a high rock.

Therefore I will make an offering with sounds of great gladness; *
I will sing and make music to the Lord.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Listen to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * Your face, O Lord, will I seek.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Show me your way, O Lord; * lead me on a level path.
Be strong, and the Lord shall comfort your heart; * wait patiently for the Lord.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Gospel reading Mark 9:2-10
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One day Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up a high mountain, where they
could be by themselves. Then right there in front of them, Jesus was completely changed. His
clothes became dazzling white — whiter than any person could possibly wash them. Then
Moses and Elijah appeared, and they were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, “Teacher, it is
good for us to be here! Let us make three shelters — one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” Peter did not know what to say because he and the others were so frightened. Then the
shadow of a cloud passed over and covered them. From the cloud a voice said, “This is my own
dear Son, my Beloved. Listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, the only one they
saw was Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus told them not to tell anyone
what they had seen until he had risen from the dead. So they kept it to themselves, but they
wondered what Jesus meant when he said he would rise from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Tell the children this is the story we always read on the last Sunday before we begin a new church
season. This season is called Lent, and it will begin this Wednesday, which is known as Ash
Wednesday. Next Sunday everything will seem different in the church. Tell the children that this
Gospel story has a special name — the Transfiguration. Explain that this is a long word meaning a great
change in the way something looks. To recall the story, ask the children questions such as:

» Who were the disciples Jesus took up on the mountain with him? (These were the ones who were

often with him.)
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* Why did they go?

» What happened while they were there on the mountain?

» Who else was there? Ask the children if they remember who Moses and Elijah were. If they do
not, then tell them that Elijah was a great prophet who spoke words to the people from God, and
that Moses was the one God had chosen to lead the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt.

» What did Peter say next? Remind the children that Peter is wonderfully human. He always has
something to say, even if it is not just the right thing. Maybe he wanted a way to remember what
he was seeing. But he and the others were also afraid, just as we would have been.

» What happened next? Ask the children who they think said the words (the same words as were
spoken at Jesus’ baptism). Give them the pleasure of that pronouncement.

Finish by telling the children that we always read this story on this particular Sunday because it
gives us encouragement. What happened on God’s holy mountain gave Jesus encouragement, too. It
showed that God was right there, and so were people who had trusted God before. And we know, just as
the disciples knew, that we sometimes hear the voice of God speaking about Jesus his Son and we must
listen to him.
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LENT

The season of Lent may be the most difficult in terms of approaching the Scripture readings with
children. There is intense emphasis on penitence and on God’s judgment of sinners. Sometimes,
therefore, we have offered more than one choice. And since children do not always attend the Maundy
Thursday evening service, we have suggested using those readings on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. The
following chart will help the leader.

Sunday First reading Gospel reading

Lent I Genesis 6-9 Noah Matthew 4  Temptation of Jesus

LentII I Samuel 16 Anointing David Mark 14 Anointing Jesus

Lent I Exodus 20 Ten Commandments John 2 Cleansing the temple

LentIV  Ezekiel 37 Dry bones John 11 Raising of Lazarus
or Exodus 17  Water from rock John 6 Feeding of 5000

LentV  Jeremiah 31 New Covenant John 12 Greeks want to see Jesus

or readings for Maundy Thursday, found in Other Celebrations, page 204
Passion/
Palm Sunday Philippians 2 Name of Jesus Mark 14 and 15  The Passion

We have used the narrative form of the Passion and adapted it for children. We have found that the
children are able to sit for what seems to be quite a long reading because of the nature of the reading
itself and because we have used young readers. It has worked well for us to select sixth-graders — as
many as want to read. We mark scripts for them the Sunday before and send them home to practice.
We then meet on the Saturday before and practice together. The leader takes the part of the narrator; in
this way the leader can guide the group through any rough spots. From experience we recommend that
you have extra copies of the script ready. (We had two readers come without their scripts one year, and
we were making and marking copies at the last moment.) It is also helpful to talk through the script
with the children on practice day. Judas’ kiss or the escape of the young man from the garden without
his clothing may cause problems for the unsuspecting sixth-grader, but proper preparation will head off
these problems. We have always found that the readers take their parts quite seriously, and that reading
the Passion is a meaningful experience for them.

In keeping with the general omission of “alleluias” in the Prayer Book during Lent, we do not use songs
that make significant use of this word. For example, in this season we put aside one of our children’s

favorites, “Allelu, allelu, praise ye the Lord.”

If you do not use the optional confession during the rest of the year, you may wish to use it during Lent.
Please consult your clergy.

P P P P P
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you know the heart and mind of each one of us. Help us when we are tempted, and let us
know your saving power. We ask you this through your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

First reading Genesis 6:9-10, 14-17; 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-16*
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

This is the story of Noah. Noah was a good man who walked in God’s ways. One day God
said to him, “Soon there will be a great flood on the earth. I want you to build a large boat,
called an ark, out of strong wood. Make rooms in the ark and cover it with tar inside and out.

This is how to make it: the length of the ark is to be 300 cubits (450 feet), its width is to be 50
cubits (75 feet), and its height is to be 30 cubits (45 feet). Make a roof for the ark with a space of
one cubit (18 inches) between the roof and the sides. Make the ark with three decks, and put a
door in its side.” And Noah did everything that God had told him to do.

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark with your whole family. Take with you a pair of
each kind of animal — a male and a female. Take also a pair of each kind of bird. Do this so that
every kind of animal and bird will survive on the earth. Seven days from now there will be a great
rain that will fall for forty days and forty nights. Then Noah did as God commanded and he and his
wife went into the ark with their three sons and their wives. With them went every kind of animal,
tame and wild, large and small, and every kind of bird. Two by two they went into the ark with
Noah, as God had commanded. Then the Lord shut the door behind Noah.

And on that same day the clouds opened and the rains began to fall on the earth. The waters
rose, lifting up the ark. They rose higher, and the ark drifted away over the waters. Then the rains
stopped and as the waters began to go down, the ark came to rest on a mountain.

Noah opened a window and sent out a raven. It flew back and forth waiting for the waters to go
down more. Then Noah sent out a dove, but the dove found no place to set its foot, for the waters
still covered the whole earth. The dove returned to the ark and Noah put out his hand and brought it
back into the ark with him. He waited another seven days and sent out the dove again. The dove
came back to him in the evening and there in its beak was a freshly picked olive leaf! Then Noah
knew that the waters had gone down. So he waited another seven days and sent out the dove once
more. But this time it did not come back.

And after a while the waters were dried up. When the ground was completely dry, God said to Noah,
“Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring all the birds and
animals out with you so that they may have many young and spread over all the earth.”

And God said, “I am now making my covenant with you and everyone who comes after you and
with every living creature. I promise that never again will a flood cover the whole earth. As a sign
of this everlasting covenant I am putting my rainbow in the clouds. From now on, whenever the
rainbow appears, [ will see it and remember the promise that I am making to you and to all living
creatures on the earth.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 25
ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Show me your ways, O Lord, * and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; *
in you have I trusted all the day long.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Remember, O Lord, your mercy and kindness * which you have shown from long ago.
Remember me according to your love * and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
he guides the humble in doing right and teaches them his way.
All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * to those who keep his covenant.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Gospel reading Matthew 4:1-11*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led him into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. He spent forty days and forty nights there without food, and afterwards he was very
hungry. Then the devil came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to
become loaves of bread.”

But Jesus answered, “The scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone. They also live
by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

Next the devil took Jesus to the holy city of Jerusalem and set him on the highest part of the
temple. There he said to Jesus, “If you really are the Son of God, then throw yourself down. For
it is written in the scriptures, ‘God will tell his angels to take care of you. And they will hold you
up with their hands, so that you will not hurt even your foot on the stones.”

Jesus answered, “But it is also written in the scriptures, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.” ”

Then the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world in their glory. He said to Jesus, “All these things I will give to you if you will bow down
and worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Get away from me, Satan! For the scriptures say, ‘Worship the Lord your
God and serve only him!” ”

So the devil left Jesus; and angels came and took care of Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)
*Note: We have chosen to use the entire Noah story since it is beloved by children. We have also decided to use

the story of the three temptations of Jesus from Matthew since it gives more material for the homilist. Mark’s
version is quite brief.
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Comments for the leader:

The leader has a choice about which story to address. The story of Noah can actually stand alone
without further comment, except to make the point that God called on Noah to do something special for
him, and he asked the same obedience of Jesus.

If you choose to address the Noah story, you will want to go over the details and note such things as
the fact that the Lord closed the door for Noah. The children also need to focus on the rainbow as the
sign of God’s covenant. (We refer to a covenant as a two-way promise.) The leading questions are easy
to choose; you may want to take a hypothetical tack and imagine how hard it was for Noah to believe
God, especially when people must have made fun of him. But Noah obeyed God and was saved.

If you choose to address the Gospel reading, you will want to be prepared for questions about Satan.
Different Christians approach Satan in different ways. As uncomfortable as it may make us, it is better
for the children to hear what we at the church have to say than for them to hear something from others
and emerge with some strange picture formed out of fragments of ideas. You may want to present Satan
as someone who tempts another person to do wrong — and to disobey God. However, the importance of
the story is not in the person of the devil, but in the actions of Jesus. Resist the temptation to make Satan
more interesting than he is — the way he is sometimes portrayed in literature. Stay with the story as told
in Matthew.

Begin by asking the children if they noticed the church today. Did it look different? If yours is like
many parishes, there will be no color, no flowers, the cross may be draped, or plain wood may be used in
place of brass. The choir may process in silence, and there will be no “alleluias.” Ask the children if
they know why things are different and if they know what Lent is. Tell them that it is a time when
people get themselves ready for Easter — some people give up foods they like, some people pray and
read their Bibles more often, some people try to do extra things for other people. Ask them if they know
how long Lent lasts. Then tell them that part of the reason for the forty-day period is that it is like the
time that Jesus spent in the wilderness and the days that it rained in the Noah story.

Tell the children that this was at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, right after his baptism. (They will
have heard that story just a few weeks before, on the first Sunday after Epiphany.) God’s Holy Spirit led
Jesus out into the wilderness to think and to pray about what God wanted him to do, and to be tempted.
Jesus was there without food, and he was very hungry. Guide the children to remember how many
temptations there were and what they were. After each one (order is not important), ask what Jesus said.
Help the children to see how appealing these things were and how difficult this time was for Jesus. (You
will be showing them his true humanity.) Ask the children if they have ever been tempted to do
something wrong. Tell them that everyone is tempted sometimes, though not in exactly the same ways
that Jesus was. Ask them if they have ways to handle temptations. Jesus quoted scripture in his answers
to temptation; this is an example for all of us about how the Bible can help us. (Of course, Satan also
was able to quote scripture.) Jesus also spent time praying. Both reading the Bible and praying are good
ways for us to follow when we need help. End on a positive note with the angels. Satan left and his
temptations ended. Jesus had to hold out only a little longer until the end, but then the angels came to
take care of him.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your only Son Jesus to be the way for us to come to you. May we know him
and be always ready to show our love for him. We ask you this through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading I Samuel 16:1-13*
A reading from the First Book of Samuel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your container with olive oil and go to Bethlehem, to a man
named Jesse, because I have chosen one of his sons to be king. You will anoint for me the person I
will show you.”

Samuel did what the Lord commanded and went to Bethlehem. When he arrived, Samuel met
Jesse, and one by one Jesse’s sons also came to Samuel. First Samuel saw Jesse’s oldest son and
thought, “Surely this is the one the Lord has chosen.”

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Pay no attention to his looks or to how tall he is. I have not
chosen him because I do not see as people see. People look at the outside of a person, but I look
upon the heart.”

Then Jesse called his next son and brought him to Samuel. But Samuel said, “No, the Lord has
not chosen this one either.”

Jesse brought still another son and Samuel said, “No, the Lord has not chosen this one either.”

In this way Jesse brought seven of his sons to Samuel. And Samuel said to him, “The Lord has
not chosen any of these.” Then he asked Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”

Jesse answered, “There is still one left, the youngest, but he is out taking care of the sheep.”

And Samuel said, “Tell him to come here.”

So Jesse sent for him. Now he was a handsome young man with rosy cheeks and sparkling eyes,
and his name was David.

The Lord said to Samuel, “This is the one. Rise and anoint him.”

So Samuel took the olive oil and poured it on David to anoint him in front of his brothers. From
that day on, the spirit of the Lord came upon David with power.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 16
ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

O Lord, you are all I need and all I want; * it is you who uphold me.
My share in life has been pleasant; * indeed, you have been good to me.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

I will bless the Lord who guides me; * my heart teaches me night after night.
I have the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”
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My heart is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.
You will show me the path of life; you will give me fullness of joy, *
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

Gospel reading Mark 14:3-9*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus was in Bethany at the house of a man named Simon. While Jesus was eating, a woman
came in with an alabaster jar filled with a very expensive sweet-smelling oil. She broke the jar and
poured the oil over Jesus’ head. Some of the people there saw this and became angry. They said,
“Why was the oil wasted like this? It could have been sold for more than three hundred silver coins,
and the money could have been given to the poor.”

But Jesus said, “Leave her alone! Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing
for me. You will always have the poor with you, and you can help them any time you want. But
you will not always have me. She did what she could; she poured oil on my body to anoint it for
burial. Now I tell you the truth. Whenever the good news is preached in all the world, what this
woman has done will be told in memory of her.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

* Note: We have decided to replace the story of Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac for obvious reasons. We have also
tried to maintain the theme of the prediction of the Passion by using this selected story from the gospels. The
famous “Get behind me, Satan!” from Mark (used in the adult lectionary) is not only confusing for children, but it
also appears in one of its various gospel forms four times in the three-year cycle. If you choose to follow the
adult lectionary, you will find our version of Mark 8 at Proper 19.

Comments for the leader:

Lead the children into this wonderful story with questions such as:

* Where was Jesus? What was he doing there?

* Who came into the room? What was she carrying?

* What did she do? (This may sound odd to us, but in those days, putting oil on one’s head was a

luxury.)

This woman had given her very best to Jesus. This must have made him feel good.

» Was everyone there happy about what the woman did? Why not?

» What did Jesus say when the people criticized this woman?

Jesus called this a “beautiful thing.” He was looking ahead to what was coming. He said the woman
was getting him ready to be buried. Lent is the time we all think about the fact that Jesus was coming to
the end of his life on earth. Try to guide the children to see the sheer extravagance of the woman’s
action. Would only a little oil have been enough? She did not think so. We can imagine that if we had
the chance, we would do anything we could for Jesus, but the disciples just did not realize how special
and wonderful he was — that he deserved all of that and more. Somehow this woman did realize, and
what Jesus said about her has come true: her story is told wherever the good news of Jesus is told.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 57



THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have given us your commandments to guide us in our lives. Make our hearts and minds
pure so that they may be holy temples in which you may live. We make this prayer to you through
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

First reading Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

The Lord gave Moses these commandments for the people of Israel:

I am the Lord your God. I brought you out of the land of Egypt and freed you from slavery.
Therefore, you shall worship no god but me.

You shall not worship any object you have made, nor shall you worship anything else in heaven
or on earth.

You shall not use the name of the Lord your God in a way that is not holy.

You shall remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. You have six days in which to do your work,
but the seventh day is a day of rest dedicated to the Lord your God.

You shall honor your father and your mother.

You shall not commit murder.

You shall be faithful in marriage.

Y ou shall not steal.

You shall not tell lies about others.

You shall not envy what other people have. Do not wish for their houses or their animals or
anything else that belongs to another person.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 19
ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the skies announce what his hands have made.
Although they have no words or language, * their message goes out to the ends of the world.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The law of the Lord is perfect and strengthens the soul; *

the teachings of the Lord are sure and give wisdom to the innocent.
The instruction of the Lord is right and makes the heart glad; *

the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

Reverence for the Lord is pure and endures forever; *
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
They are more to be desired than gold, more than much fine gold; *
they are sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
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ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The Lord’s commandments give light to his servants. *
And in keeping them there is great reward.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

Gospel reading John 2:13-22
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now, it was almost time for the feast of the Passover, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem. There in
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves. He also found moneychangers sitting at
their tables. So Jesus made a whip out of rope and drove all of them out of the temple, including the
sheep and the cattle. He poured out the coins of the moneychangers and knocked over their tables.
He told those who were selling the doves, “Take them out of here! Stop making my Father’s house
a marketplace!” Then his disciples remembered that it was written in the scriptures, “My love for
God’s house burns in me like fire.” But the Jewish leaders said to him, “What miracle can you work
to show us why you have done this?” Jesus answered, “Tear down this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.”

They said to him, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple! What makes you think you
can raise it up again in three days?” But when Jesus spoke of the temple, he meant his own body.
Later, after he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they
believed the scriptures and the words that Jesus had spoken.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Both readings are worth comment, but you may want to keep remarks about the Ten Commandments
brief. You may want to state either before or after the first reading that some (four) of the commandments
had to do with honoring God, and the rest had to do with honoring other people. Showing respect for others
is one way of showing respect for God.

After the second reading ask the children where Jesus was. There was excitement about Jesus — people
wondering who he was. People must have told of all the things he had done, and they must have wondered
what he might do next. This was near the end of his life on earth, and he had gone up to Jerusalem for the
Passover, the biggest holiday of the year. Many people thought this was an important thing to do, and they
would go especially to the temple, a holy place where they could bring their offerings, pray, and worship
God. So Jesus went there, too. But what did he see? All that buying and selling started out to help people
who had traveled a long way and needed offerings and temple money. But people stole from other people;
they broke one of the ten commandments. Ask the children if they can imagine coming to church and
seeing this going on: people having their goods for sale all over the lawn and yelling for others to come and
buy. Does that seem like a good way to honor God and the place where we worship him? Ask them if they
can imagine how Jesus felt. Then ask what he did and what he said. Jesus didn’t hurt anyone.

Remind the children that Jesus is interested in our relationship with God and with our doing the right
things. He is changing us so that we will be better people. During this season of Lent we think about how
Jesus can change us and use us for God’s glory, just as he changed the activities in the temple so very long
ago.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (First option — see Note* below) YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have made us and given us the breath of life. And you sent your own Son Jesus to bring
us a life that will never end. May we have the grace to hear his voice and be freed from all our fears.
We ask you this through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Ezekiel 37:1-3 (4-10), 11-14*

(Note: Before the first reading, you may want to tell the children the meaning of the verb “prophesy,”
the last syllable pronounced with a long “i” like “eye”. Tell them they will hear this word and that it
means speaking out and sometimes telling beforehand things that might happen. True prophets speak
for God.)

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

[The people of Israel had been captured and sent away to another country. But God sent the
people a prophet whose name was Ezekiel. One day Ezekiel had a vision from God, and this is what
he wrote about it.]

I felt the hand of the Lord upon me, and the Spirit of the Lord brought me out and set me down
in the middle of a valley. The valley was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I
could see that there were a great many of them lying in the valley, and that they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal man, can these bones live?”

I answered, “O Lord God, only you know that.”

[Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord. This is what the Lord God says to you: I am going to put breath into you, and you will
live. I will attach muscles on you, and cover you with skin. Then I will put breath in you, and you
will come to life. And then you will know that I am the Lord.” ” So I prophesied as I had been told
to do, and as I spoke, behold, there was a rattling noise, and the bones came together, bone to bone.
I looked, and muscles had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them. Then the Lord said to me, “Prophesy to the breath. Prophesy, mortal man, and say to the
breath, ‘The Lord God says this: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe over these bodies,
so that they may live.” ”

So I prophesied as he had told me. Then breath came into the bodies, and they came to life.
They stood up on their feet, and they were a very large army.]

Then he said to me, “Mortal man, these bones were like the people of Israel. The people say to
me, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone. We have no future.” So you must prophesy, and
tell the people what I will do. Tell them their God says, ‘I am going to bring you back to the land of
Israel, O my people. And you will know that I am the Lord. I will open your graves and bring you
up. [ will put my spirit within you, and you will come to life. Then I will place you on your own
land, and you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and have done this.” ”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 122
ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

I was glad when they said to me, * “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Now our feet are standing * within your gates, O Jerusalem.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem is built as a city * that is in harmony with itself;
To Jerusalem all the people go up * to praise the Name of the Lord.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; * “May those who love you be blessed.
Peace be within your walls * and quietness within your towers.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

“For the sake of my family and my friends, * I wish you peace.
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, * I will pray for you.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Gospel reading John 11:1-7, 11a, 17-45*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with his sisters Mary and
Martha. They were friends of Jesus. Now Lazarus was sick. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus
which said, “Lord, your friend Lazarus, whom you love, is sick.”

But when Jesus heard about it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death. It has happened to
bring glory to God, and so that you will believe in me.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister
Mary, and their brother Lazarus. But when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was
for two more days. Then after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go to Bethany.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus was already dead and had been in the tomb four days.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, but Mary sat in the house.
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now |
know that God will give you anything you ask.”

Jesus said to Martha, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the end of all time.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. All those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live. And everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

Martha answered him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who
has come into the world.” After Martha had said this, she went back and talked to her sister Mary
alone. Martha told her, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when Mary heard it, she
got up quickly and went to Jesus. The people who were with Mary in the house saw her go out, so
they went with her. When Mary came to the place where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his
feet, and she said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

When Jesus saw Mary and the people with her crying, his heart was touched, and he was deeply
troubled. He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”

And Jesus began to cry. So the people said, “See how much he loved him!” But some of them
said, “He once gave sight to a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept this man from dying?”

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 61



Then Jesus, still deeply troubled, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a large stone was covering
the opening. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

But Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, there will be a bad smell, for he has been dead four days.”

Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted his eyes toward heaven and said, “Father, I thank
you that you have heard me. I know that you always hear me, but I say this for the sake of the people
standing here, so they may believe that you sent me.” After Jesus had said this, he called with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus came out of the tomb. His hands and feet and face were
wrapped with strips of cloth for burial. And Jesus said to them, “Remove the cloth, and set him
free.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have offered a choice in the readings. The readings from Ezekiel and John 11 about God’s power over
death are taken from the fifth Sunday in Lent, Year A, and they are, of course, very appropriate for the season. If
you prefer to read the story of the feeding of the multitude given in the adult lectionary (see page 65), be aware
that Mark’s version of this event will also appear at Proper 11 of this year. If you choose the reading from the
adult lectionary (John 6), note that we offer a substitute Old Testament reading because of the violence in the
reading from Second Chronicles in the adult lectionary.

Comments for the leader:

If you have chosen the story of Lazarus, have the children retell the story by asking questions about
the events. Create for them the idea that Jesus had friends just as they do. He had his twelve disciples,
but he also had other people who cared about him. He had friends who would welcome him to stay in
their homes when he was nearby. Ask them who the three friends were in today’s reading. They were
in Bethany, only a couple of miles from Jerusalem. Tell the children that Jesus had stayed in his
friends’ home many times and that they had eaten and talked and laughed together. (Jesus had gone
across the Jordan River to get away, at least for a while, from his enemies. His life was already in
danger, and the danger was greater in Bethany because it was close to Jerusalem.) Ask the children
questions such as:

» What was the message the sisters sent to Jesus?

* What happened — did he go right away?

» What did Jesus say about what had happened?

» What did Martha say to Jesus when she came out to meet him? How did Jesus answer her?

* She stated her faith again, and what did he say then?

Mary had been in the house the whole time, and Martha went back to call her out quietly.
» What did Mary say to Jesus?

This is the one place in the Gospels in which we are told that Jesus cries.
» What did people say about that?
* When they went to the tomb, what did Jesus tell them to do?

Even though they protested, Jesus promised to show them the glory of God.
* What was the important thing that Jesus did next?
 And after he prayed, what did Jesus say?
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We might also wonder how Lazarus felt. Conclude with the important fact that no matter where we
are or how afraid we become, and no matter how many times we say, “Oh, if only...,” God is always
with us, calling to us, and setting us free. He is with us, and we do not have to be afraid ever again.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (Second option — see Note* on page 62) YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, our Father, you sent your own Son Jesus to be the bread of life for the world. May we
always share this bread so that he may live in us and we may live in him. We ask you this through
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

First reading Exodus 17:1-7
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Moses led the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt and they moved from place to place as the
Lord commanded. The Lord provided food for them to eat, but in one place where they camped,
there was no water to drink. So the people complained to Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses answered, “Why are you arguing with me? Why are you putting the Lord to the test?”

But the people were very thirsty and again they grumbled to Moses. They said, “Why did you
bring us out of Egypt? Was it to kill us and our children and our farm animals with thirst?”

Then Moses cried out to God, “What shall I do with these people? They are almost ready to kill
me.”

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the older leaders of Israel
with you. Carry in your hand the walking stick which you used to strike the Nile River, and go. I
will be waiting there in front of you on the rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock with the walking
stick and water will come out of the rock for the people to drink.”

So Moses did what the Lord commanded and the people had water to drink.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 122
ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

I was glad when they said to me, * “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Now our feet are standing * within your gates, O Jerusalem.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem is built as a city * that is in harmony with itself;
To Jerusalem all the people go up * to praise the Name of the Lord.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; * “May those who love you be blessed.
Peace be within your walls * and quietness within your towers.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

“For the sake of my family and my friends, * I wish you peace.
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, * I will pray for you.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Gospel reading John 6:4-15
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

The time for the feast of the Passover was near. Jesus looked out and saw a large crowd
coming toward him, so he asked Philip, “Where can we buy enough bread to feed all these
people?” Jesus said this to see what Philip would say; actually he already knew what he was
going to do.

Philip answered, “It would take more than two hundred silver coins to buy enough bread for
each of them to have even a little piece.”

Then another one of his disciples named Andrew said, “There is a boy here who has five
loaves of barley bread and two fish. But what good will that be when there are so many
people?”

Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”

Now this was a place where a lot of grass grew. So all the people sat down. There were
more than five thousand of them. Then Jesus took the bread, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to the people. He did the same with the fish, and all the people had as much as they
wanted to eat.

Now when they were all full, Jesus told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover pieces so that
nothing will be wasted.”

So they gathered all the pieces and enough was left over from the five barley loaves to fill
twelve baskets.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

If you have chosen to read the story of the feeding of the multitudes, you may want to have a loaf of
unsliced bread, and the softer and tastier, the better. Keep the bread in a spot not visible to the children
until it is time to use it.

Tell the children that both readings today have to do with God providing food for his people.
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, God gave water to the people of Israel while they were
traveling in the desert.

Lead the children into the details of the gospel story by asking such questions as:

* What did Jesus see as he looked around him?

» What did he ask Philip? How did Philip answer?

* What did Andrew report? Who was willing to share?

* What did Jesus do?

Now take the loaf (or loaves) of bread and demonstrate the eucharistic action. In our experience, the
children are very quiet and focused as we hold the bread up and say, “He took the bread and gave thanks
for it. Then he gave it to the people.” Walk through the room and give each child a piece of the bread.
You do not need to speak of the eucharistic connection; the action will speak for you. Conclude by
telling the children that when we offer our gifts to God, he uses them for the good of everyone. God is
so gracious; when he feeds us, there is always plenty. Remind them that there was enough left over on
that occasion to fill twelve baskets.
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR B

(Note: The events celebrated on Maundy Thursday — Jesus’ institution of the first Eucharist and his washing of
the disciples’ feet — are important parts of the Christian story and should be heard by the children every year as
Easter approaches. If your church does not typically have many children in attendance at the Maundy Thursday
service next week, we strongly suggest you substitute those readings for the ones scheduled today. They are
found in the Other Celebrations section of this book on page 195.)

Opening prayer

The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, it is only in you that we find true joy. Help us to love what you command and to want what
you promise. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.

These are the words which the Lord spoke:

The time is coming when I will make a new agreement — a new covenant — with the people of
Israel. It will not be like the old covenant which I made with their ancestors before them. I had
made this covenant when I brought them up out of the land of Egypt. I was their God, but they
broke the agreement I had made with them.

This is the new covenant that I, the Lord, make with the people of Israel:

They will know my law, for I will write it in their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be
my people. No one will need to teach someone else to know the Lord. They will all know me, from
the greatest of them to the smallest. I will forgive their sins, and I will forget the wrong they have
done.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 51
ALL: Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Have mercy on me, O God, * according to your loving-kindness.
Wash me through and through, * and I shall be clean indeed.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, * and make my spirit new again.
Give me the joy of your saving help, * and keep me with your generous spirit.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

I shall teach your ways to those who do wrong, * and they shall return to you.
My tongue shall sing of your righteousness, * O God of my salvation.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
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Gospel reading John 12:20-25, 32
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

[Jesus and his disciples had come into the city of Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover.]
Crowds of people were in the city to worship and to celebrate the Passover, and many of these
people came from other countries, including the country of Greece. Some of the people from Greece
came to Philip, who was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. They said to him, “Sir, we want to see
Jesus.”

So Philip took Andrew, another disciple, and they went to see Jesus.

Jesus said to all of them, “My time is almost here. I am telling you the truth. A grain of
wheat will always be only a single grain unless it falls to the ground and is buried. But if the
grain dies and is buried, then it grows again and becomes many grains. In the same way, people
who keep their lives only for themselves will end up losing them. But people who give over
their lives to God will have everlasting life.

“[As for me,] when I am lifted up out of the earth, then I will gather all people to myself.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the wonderful scene for the children of the group of people who simply want to see
Jesus for themselves. They were most likely not Hebrew people, but they must have heard of this
now-famous man. When they came close to him, after approaching Philip with their request, he spoke
about grains of wheat. (It might be helpful to have seeds, or preferably wheat berries, as a visual aid.
Ask the children if they recognize what you show them.) Explain that the grain of wheat is the seed.
Then ask:

» What will happen to these seeds if we leave them in a bag or out on a shelf?
» What do we usually think of doing with seeds?

* Do planting and burying mean the same thing?

* What did Jesus say about grains of wheat?

* So are the seeds really dead?

* Do you remember what he said about peoples’ lives?

Be prepared for questions about “giving over” or “losing” life. If this comes up, be ready to explain
that Jesus was not talking about having our bodies die. (Although martyrs have faced this situation, the
children have plenty of time later for that idea to be incorporated.) Rather, he was talking about putting
our love of God above everything else. Sometimes everything leads us to believe that we should strive
above all for ourselves and our own happiness. But true happiness comes when we live for God and
follow in God’s ways. Conclude with Jesus’ promise that he would be raised up, and then he would
gather all of us to himself. Ask the children how they might feel if they could see Jesus standing with
open arms to welcome them (and all people). This is what we long for, especially during this season of
Lent.
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THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you have loved us all so much that you sent your only Son Jesus Christ to live and
die as one of us. Make us ever thankful for his life, and help us to see him on the cross so that we
may share in the joy of his resurrection. We ask you this through the same Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

First reading Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

Brothers and sisters, you should think and act as Christ Jesus did. He was like God in every
way, but he did not try to remain equal with God. Instead, he gave up everything and became a
servant. He came in the form of a human being, and as a human, Jesus was humble. He was
obedient all the way to his death — even death on a cross. For this God raised him high and
gave him the name that is above every other name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee shall
bow, in heaven and on earth, and every tongue shall say that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 22
ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

My God, my God, why have you left me alone? * Why are you so far from me?
Our ancestors put their trust in you; * they called out to you and you saved them.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

As for me, I feel like a worm and not a man; *

all who see me laugh and shake their heads saying,
“He trusted in the Lord; let the Lord save him. *

If the Lord delights in him, let the Lord rescue him.”

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

You are the one who brought me into the world, *

and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.
I have been yours since the day of my birth; * you were my God even before I was born.
Do not be far from me, for trouble is near, * and there is no one else to help.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Mark 14:32—15:47

(Customary responses are omitted. The Passion may be read by one or more persons. The children
may be seated for the first part of the Passion, and at the verse which mentions the arrival at “The
Skull,” all stand.)

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Peter

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Now at that time the religious leaders had been trying to find a way to arrest Jesus and kill
him. One of the disciples, who was called Judas Iscariot, went secretly to the leaders.
Together they made a plan to capture Jesus. Then came the day of the Passover. After Jesus
had eaten the Passover supper, he and his disciples sang a hymn. Then they walked to the
Mount of Olives, which was a hill not far from Jerusalem. On the way Jesus said to them,
All of you will turn away from me.

But Peter said to him,

I will never turn away from you, even though the others do.

But Jesus told Peter,

Before the rooster crows in the morning, you will say three times that you do not even know
me.

Then they went to a place which was called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples,
Sit here, while I pray.

Then he took Peter and James and John with him. He began to be very upset and troubled.
And he said to them,

I am so full of sadness that my heart is breaking. Stay here and keep watch.

And going a little farther on, he knelt on the ground. He prayed that, if it were possible, he
might not have to go through this time. And he said,

O my Father, all things are possible for you. If there is some way to take away this time of
suffering, then take it away. Yet, not what [ want, but what you want, is what I will do.

And he came back and found his disciples sleeping, and he said to Peter,

Peter, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake for even one hour? Keep awake and pray
that you will not be tempted; your spirit indeed is willing, but your flesh is weak.

And again he went away and prayed the same prayer. And once more he came and found the
disciples sleeping, for they could not keep their eyes open. And they did not know what to
say to Jesus. He came the third time and said to them,
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Jesus

Narrator

Judas
Narrator
Judas

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Reader(s)

Narrator
Priest
Narrator
Priest
Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

70

Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The time has come; the Son of Man is now
being handed over to the power of sinful people. Get up, let us go! Look! Here is the man
who is turning against me.

And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came. (He was one of the twelve
disciples.) With him there was a crowd of people carrying swords and clubs. They had been
sent by the religious leaders. Now Judas had given them a signal, saying,

The one I kiss is the man you want. Arrest him. Take him away and guard him.
So when Judas came, he went up to Jesus at once and said,
Teacher!

And Judas kissed him. Then some of the people grabbed Jesus and arrested him. But one of
the disciples who was standing nearby pulled out his sword and struck the servant of the high
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them,

Did you have to come out with swords and clubs to capture me as if [ were a robber? Day
after day I was with you teaching in the temple, and you did not arrest me. But what the
scriptures say must come true.

Then all the disciples left Jesus and ran away. And a certain young man who was wearing
only a linen cloth had been following Jesus. The crowd grabbed hold of him, but he left the
linen cloth and ran away naked. The people who had arrested Jesus took him to the house of
the high priest, where the religious leaders had gathered. Now Peter had followed Jesus at a
distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest’s house. He sat down with the guards and
warmed himself by the fire. The religious leaders tried to find proof that Jesus had done
something wrong so that they could put him to death. But they could not find any proof.
Many witnesses told lies against Jesus, but their stories were all different. Then some men
stood up and told this lie against him, saying,

We heard him say, “I will tear down this temple that human hands have built, and in three
days I will build another that is not made by human hands.”

But even their stories were different. And the high priest stood up and asked Jesus,
Aren’t you going to answer the words these men have spoken against you?

But Jesus was silent and did not say a word. Again the high priest asked him,

Are you the Christ, the Son of God?

And Jesus said,

I am; and you will see me seated at the right hand of God and coming with the clouds of
heaven.

And the high priest tore his clothing in anger and said,
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Priest

Narrator

Reader(s)

Narrator

Girl
Narrator
Peter

Narrator

Girl
Narrator
Reader
Narrator
Peter

Narrator

Why do we still need witnesses? He has spoken against God — you have heard his own
words. What is your decision?

And they all voted that Jesus was guilty and should be killed. And some people began to spit
on him, and they blindfolded him and hit him and called him names. They said to him,

If you are really a prophet, then speak up!

And the guards took him and beat him. Now Peter was still sitting outside in the courtyard.
One of the servant girls of the high priest came by, and when she saw Peter warming himself
by the fire, she stared at him and said,

You also were with that man Jesus, the one from Nazareth.

But Peter denied it, saying,

No! I do not know what you are talking about!

And he went out into the entrance of the courtyard. And the servant girl saw him there and
again she said to the people who were standing by,

This man is one of those who were with Jesus.

But again Peter denied it. And after a little while one of those standing by him said to Peter,
You must be one of them, because you are also from Galilee.

But Peter said,

I swear [ am telling the truth. I do not know this man you are talking about!

And just then a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before

the rooster crows, you will say three times that you do not even know me.” And he broke
down and cried.

The shorter form of the Passion begins here.

Narrator

Pilate

Narrator

Jesus

Narrator

Pilate

And as soon as it was morning the religious leaders met to make their plans. They tied Jesus
up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate asked him,

Are you the King of the Jews?

And Jesus answered him,

That is what you say.

Then the religious leaders accused him of many things. So Pilate asked him again,

Aren’t you going to answer? Listen to all the things they are saying about you!
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Narrator

Pilate

Narrator

Pilate
Narrator
Crowd
Narrator
Pilate
Narrator
Crowd

Narrator

Reader(s)

Narrator

All stand.

Narrator

72

But Jesus said nothing else, and Pilate was amazed. Now at the feast of the Passover it was
the custom that Pilate would set one prisoner free — anyone the people asked for. At that
time there was a man in prison for murder, and his name was Barabbas. The people came to
Pilate to ask him to set a prisoner free, as he always did. So Pilate asked them,

Do you want me to set the King of the Jews free for you?

Now Pilate knew that the religious leaders had handed Jesus over to him because they were
jealous. They stirred up the crowd to ask him to set Barabbas free, instead. So Pilate asked
them,

Then what shall I do with Jesus, the man you call the King of the Jews?
And they shouted,

Crucify him!

But Pilate said to them,

Why? What has he done wrong?

But they shouted even more,

Crucify him!

Pilate wanted to please the crowd so he set Barabbas free for them. He had Jesus whipped
and handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the
governor’s palace, and they called the other soldiers together. They dressed him in a purple
robe and made a crown of thorny branches and put it on him. And they began to salute him,
saying,

Hail, King of the Jews!

And they hit him on the head with a stick. They spit on him, and they knelt down and
pretended to worship him. And after they had made fun of him, they took off the purple robe
and put his own clothing back on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. On the way
they met a man named Simon, who was coming in from the country, and they made him
carry Jesus’ cross.

Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, a name which means the place of the
skull. And they offered him wine mixed with something bitter, but Jesus did not drink it.
And they crucified him by nailing him to the cross. Then they divided his clothing among
themselves, by throwing dice to decide what piece of clothing each one of them would get. It
was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. And there was a sign above Jesus’
head with the charge against him written on it. The sign said, “King of the Jews.” And with
him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. People who passed by
made fun of him, shaking their heads and saying,
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Reader(s)

Narrator

Reader(s)

Narrator

Aha! You said you were going to tear down the temple and build it again in three days! So
save yourself, and come down from the cross!

In the same way, the religious leaders also made fun of him, saying,

He saved other people, but he cannot save himself. If he really is the Christ, the King of
Israel, then let him come down from the cross so that we may see this and believe in him.

The two robbers who were crucified with him insulted him in the same way. From noon
onward, darkness covered the whole land for three hours. Then at three o’clock, Jesus cried
out with a loud voice,

Jesus My God, my God, why have you forsaken me and left me all alone?

Narrator When some of the people standing by heard this, they said,

Reader(s) Listen, he is calling for the prophet Elijah.

Narrator Then one person ran and filled a sponge with sour wine. He put it on a pole and gave it to
Jesus to drink. But the others said,

Reader  Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down from the cross.

Narrator Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and he died.

Silence may be kept.

Narrator At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in half, from top to bottom. Now when the
army officer who stood facing him saw how Jesus had died, he said,

Reader  Truly, this man was the Son of God.

(The following passage may be added — Mark 15:40-47.)

Narrator

Many women were also there, watching from a distance. Among them were Mary
Magdalene, the other Mary, and Salome, the mother of the two disciples James and John.
Earlier, they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had looked after him. Now it was the day
before the Sabbath Day, when people were preparing for the Sabbath. [No work could be
done on the Sabbath Day, and no bodies would be buried.] When it was close to evening, a
man named Joseph came from the town of Arimathea. Joseph was a well-known member of
the religious council, and he was hoping for the coming of God’s kingdom. So Joseph of
Arimathea was brave enough to go to Pilate and ask for the body of Jesus. Pilate wondered if
Jesus was already dead, and he called one of the army officers guarding Jesus to ask. When
the officer told Pilate that Jesus was dead, Pilate gave permission for Joseph to have the
body. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth. He took down the body of Jesus and wrapped it in
the new cloth. He laid the body in a tomb, which had been cut out of a wall of solid rock.
Then Joseph rolled a large stone in front of the entrance of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary saw the place where the body of Jesus was laid.
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Comments for the leader:

If this were any other reading, it might have been carefully edited for children, but this prepares all
of us for the heart of our Christian life, the surprise and joy of Easter.

On this particular Sunday the liturgies have two stories to tell. We call this day Palm Sunday
because we hear the liturgy of the Palms — Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. But we also call this
day Passion Sunday because we hear the Passion narrative as well. We have not addressed the liturgy of
the Palms (Matthew 21:1-11). We think it is best for children to be present with the whole worshiping
body, especially as on this day the body represents the crowds who cheered Jesus as he entered
Jerusalem. (In our parish we begin in the parish hall where we hear these first readings, and then we
process into the church, as suggested by the Book of Common Prayer, page 270.) The children would
then leave the adult service as usual, after the Collect of the Day.

It has been a moving experience to have older children read the parts of the Passion narrative. (See
the introduction to the season of Lent, page 51.) We suggest making copies of the scripts and assigning
a part to each child who would like to read. We have used sixth graders in the past, since by seventh
grade, most children have graduated themselves from the children’s service. Be sure to mark the parts
with a highlighting marker, and to have extra scripts in the event that someone returns on Palm Sunday
without one. We also suggest a Saturday practice, after the readers have had the script for a week. This
allows you to talk through any rough spots, explain the importance of reading well, and so forth. It is
best to assign the adult leader the part of the narrator; that person can then assist with any problems that
may arise. Before beginning, tell the children in the congregation what will be read, that there are no
verbal responses at the beginning and the end of this Gospel reading, and that they may sit for the first
part of the reading since it is long. Tell them you will remind them when to stand. Tell them you are
reading this in the same way the adults are hearing the lesson in church.

After the reading, tell the children that every year on the Sunday before Easter we hear these two
stories about two different things that happened to Jesus just a few days apart. He came into Jerusalem
with everyone cheering for him, and just a few days later everything had changed. What the children
have just heard is really the story of what happened on Good Friday. Remind the children of what they
heard last Sunday — that Jesus and his disciples ate supper together and Jesus washed the disciples’
feet. (That is where today’s reading begins. It has been our experience that the children are still willing
to review the events of the story, even though it is a long one.) Review with the children at least some
of the details of the narrative: after supper Jesus and the disciples went out to the Mount of Olives,
singing a hymn. Then Jesus said they would all turn away from him, but what did Peter say? What did
Jesus answer? What did Jesus do next? And what did the disciples do? Then who came? Tell the
children that the religious leaders took Jesus to the house of the high priest to ask him questions, and
when he answered them, they were angry at what he said. Some of them spit at him and hit him. Where
was Peter? What happened when someone saw Peter?

Now the religious leaders wanted to execute Jesus, but they didn’t want to be responsible for his
death, so they took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate did not want to kill Jesus, either, but the
crowd shouted for him to do so. Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, and then he set the man named
Barabbas free. Ask the children if they remember the time of day when this happened. Review briefly
with them how the women watched and how Joseph of Arimathea took Jesus’ body and put it in his own
tomb.

Now it must have seemed to the disciples and to the women that everything they hoped for was
gone. Tell the children that even though this story is a very sad story, it is God’s own story. Remind
them that God had not finished it at this point. The ending of the story will be heard next Sunday.
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EASTER THROUGH PENTECOST

The season of Easter should carry its themes for the children, but some of the great stories of the Bible
can be missed if the adult lectionary is strictly followed. For example, should a child have to go for
three years before hearing again the story of the Emmaus Road experience? We think not. So we have
looked at all the post-resurrection appearances of our Lord and have placed each of them within the
Easter season. The exception is the story of Jesus’ appearance to his disciples from Luke 24 in which he
asks for something to eat. Since the children would have heard the “doubting Thomas™ story on the
previous week, we thought this was confusing for them with their literal understanding of events and of
time progression. We have also taken what we thought were the stories with the greatest narrative
appeal from Acts and have put them into the three-year pattern. We believe that the children will
benefit from hearing about the acts of the apostles rather than so much of Peter’s preaching, as would be
the case if we had strictly adhered to the adult lectionary. Your parish, if it is like ours, may have very
few children present on the Feast of the Ascension. We have elected, therefore, to include these
readings on the Sunday following the Ascension, the Seventh Sunday of Easter. The following chart of
selected readings may benefit the leader.

Sunday First reading Gospel reading
Easter Day  Exodus 14 - Crossing the Red Sea Mark 16 - Three women at the tomb
Easter 11 Isaiah 25 John 20 - Doubting Thomas
Easter I11 Acts 1:15-24 Choosing Matthias Luke 24 - Emmaus road or

Luke 24 - Appearance on Easter evening
Easter [V Acts 4 - Life in the early church John 10 - Good Shepherd
Easter V Acts 8 - Philip and the Ethiopian John 21 - Jesus appears on the shore
Easter VI Acts 3 - Healing at the Beautiful Gate John 15 - Love one another
Easter VII Acts 1 - The Ascension Luke 24 - The Ascension
Pentecost Acts 2 - Gift of the Spirit John 14 - Promise of the Spirit
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EASTER SUNDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you have made this most holy day to shine with the glory of Jesus’ Resurrection. He
was dead and now is alive. As we celebrate this day with joy, raise us to new life with him. We
make this prayer to you through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading Exodus 14:5-14, 21-25, 15:20-21*%
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

The people of Israel had been slaves in the land of Egypt for four hundred and thirty years. Then
the Lord sent his servant Moses to lead his chosen people out of Egypt. Moses convinced Pharaoh,
the king of Egypt, to let the people of Israel go free. So the people gathered up all their belongings
as God had commanded them and left the land of Egypt. The Lord led them with a pillar of cloud in
the day and a pillar of fire at night. But then after the people had slipped away, Pharaoh changed his
mind. He took his soldiers, along with hundreds of horses and chariots, and began to chase the
people of Israel. When they looked back and saw Pharaoh and his soldiers following them, they
were terrified and cried out to the Lord for help. They said to Moses, “Why did you have to bring us
out here in the desert to die? There were plenty of graves for us in Egypt. What have you done to
us? Didn’t we tell you this would happen? We told you to leave us alone and let us go on being
slaves to the Egyptians. It would be better to be a slave in Egypt than to die in the desert!”

Moses answered, “Do not be afraid! Stand your ground, and today you will see what the Lord
will do to rescue you. You will never see these Egyptians again. The Lord will fight for you, and all
you have to do is to stay calm.”

Then the Lord commanded Moses to hold his hand out over the sea. When he did this, the Lord
drove the sea back with a strong east wind. The wind blew all night long and turned the sea into dry
land. The water was divided, and the people of Israel went across on dry land, with walls of water
on their right and on their left. The Egyptians followed after them with all their horses and chariots.
Just before sunrise, the Lord looked down upon the Egyptian army from the pillar of fire and cloud
and threw them into panic. He made the wheels of their chariots get stuck so that they could hardly
turn. The Egyptians said, “The Lord is fighting on their side and against us. Let’s get out of here!”
But at dawn the Lord told Moses to hold his hand over the waters. When he did, the walls of water
came down. They covered the Egyptian army and swept it away. The prophet Miriam, who was
Moses’ sister, took a tambourine in her hand. All the women followed her, playing tambourines and
dancing. Miriam sang to them, “Sing to the Lord! He has won a glorious victory! He has thrown
the horse and rider into the sea!”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 118
ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of joy and victory * from God’s people.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!
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“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! The right hand of the Lord is lifted high! *
The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
I shall not die, but live, * and tell of the works of the Lord.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief cornerstone.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

This is the Lord’s doing, * and it is marvelous to our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

Gospel reading Mark 16:1-7*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After the Sabbath Day was over, three women bought sweet-smelling spices to put on the
body of Jesus. They were Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, and Salome, the mother of the
disciples James and John. Very early on Sunday, the first day of the week, just as the sun was
coming up, they went to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid on Friday. They had been
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was a very large one, had already been
rolled away. So the women went into the tomb. But on the right side they saw a young man
sitting there. He was dressed in a white robe, and they were surprised. The man said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, the one who was crucified. He
has been raised from the dead! He is not here! Look, here is the place where they laid him!
Now go, and tell Peter and his other disciples that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have used the story of the crossing of the Red Sea on this day since it is so central to the Easter
message. We have also decided to eliminate the last verse from the Gospel reading in the adult lectionary so that
the Easter proclamation for the children is not weakened by the element of fear.

Comments for the leader:

Be sure to call the children’s attention to the joy expressed in the decorations of the church today,
and to the contrast with the lack of decoration during the weeks of Lent. Tell them that the Paschal
candle and the colors will remain in the church for the next seven weeks because Easter is not just a day,
but a season — the longest one of the church year.

This day, this story, represents the very heart of our Christian faith and life. Remind the children of
the events that led up to this day — Jesus was crucified on Good Friday, Joseph of Arimathea put Jesus’
body in his own new tomb, and the soldiers stood watch. The women who had always been with Jesus
were waiting until the Sabbath day was over so they could prepare the body properly for burial. Then
bring the story to life for the children by asking them questions such as:

* Who went to the tomb first?

* Why were they going?
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* What were they worried about? But what did they discover when they came to the tomb? Have
the

children imagine how surprised the women were.
* When they went inside (probably very cautiously), who was there?

The women must really have been surprised then; in fact, they must have been speechless because
they were told to look at the place where Jesus’ body had been. You might wonder with the children
whether the women went and touched the place just to be sure. We all know the story of Jesus’
resurrection (being raised up from the dead) by now, but for the women (and later for the disciples), it
was a complete shock. Ask the children who they think the person inside the tomb was. Then ask what
he told the women to do. Be sure to include the fact that they were asked especially to tell Peter, the
disciple who had said three times that he did not even know Jesus, and who must have needed some
good news. Remind the children that this Gospel reading is most unusual because it is the only one in
which Jesus is not there. Yet we can feel him very close by in the story.

Today we are like those women so very long ago. We are to go and tell the good news: the tomb
with its huge stone could not hold Jesus! Lent is over — now it is Easter! God has done a wonderful
thing! Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)
O God, you have raised your Son Jesus to life, and you have shown him to his disciples. Help us to

believe in our hearts what our eyes have not seen. We ask you this through the same Lord Jesus
Christ who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 25:6-9*
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah said to the people of Israel:

Here on his holy mountain, the Lord Almighty will give a feast for all people — a feast of
the richest food and the finest wine. Here on this mountain he will take away the shadow of
death that hangs over all people. He will swallow up death forever! Then the Lord God will
wipe away the tears from everyone’s eyes. For the Lord himself has spoken. And on that day
everyone will say, “Look! Here is our God! We have waited for him so that he would save us.
Here is the Lord! We have put our hope in him. Now let us be glad and rejoice because he has
saved us.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 111
ALL: Iwill give thanks to the Lord.

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. *
Great are the deeds of the Lord.
His work is full of majesty and splendor, * and his righteousness endures forever.

ALL: Iwill give thanks to the Lord.

He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.
The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * all his commandments are sure.

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.

He has set his people free; * holy and awesome is his Name.
Respect for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * his praise endures forever.

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.

Gospel reading John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

It was the evening of Easter Sunday, the same day that Mary Magdalene (and the other women)
had been to the tomb of Jesus. Ten of the disciples were gathered together in one place, and the
doors were locked because they were afraid of the religious leaders. Then Jesus came and stood
among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” He showed them his hands and his side, and the
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
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you.” But one disciple, named Thomas, who was called the Twin, was not with the others when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the marks of the nails in his hands and unless I touch the
wound in his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later, the disciples were together in the same place, and this time Thomas was with
them. Again, even though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. He said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “See the marks in my hands; then reach out your
hand and touch the wound in my side. Do not doubt, but believe!”

Thomas answered him, “My Lord, and my God!”

Jesus said to him, “Do you believe because you see me? How blessed are those who have not
seen me and still believe.”

Jesus did many other miracles in front of his disciples that are not written down in this book.
But these are written so that you can believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Then by
believing, you can have life through his name.

The Gospel of the Lord, (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have moved the Easter Day reading from Isaiah to this Sunday, having used the story of the Passover
last week.

Comments for the leader:

Lead the children into this wonderful story with questions such as:

* Where were the disciples? Why were the doors locked?

* When Jesus came to them, what did he say? (Two times he said these comforting words, words
that we say to each other every Sunday. Then Jesus showed the disciples his hands and his side.)

* Only ten disciples were there in the room. Judas was gone. Who else was missing?

* What did Thomas say when the others told him about what had happened? (Remind the children
that people still sometimes say “doubting Thomas,” and this is the reason.)

Ask the children if they think the way Thomas reacted was a normal way to react. Tell them that
most of us would have been just like Thomas; most of us do not believe certain things that we have not
seen for ourselves.

Then ask the children what happened the next week:

» What words did Jesus say again? What did he say to Thomas?

* How did Thomas respond? (That was a wonderful statement of faith after his doubt.) What did

Jesus say then?

Remind the children that Jesus knew we all have trouble sometimes believing what we have not
seen. That is why he said, “How blessed are those who have not seen and still believe.” That is for us.
Sometimes we believe important things because someone we can trust tells us. That is the reason Saint
John wrote these things down in his Gospel — so that we could believe, and be blessed.
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have given us the most precious gift of your Son Jesus Christ. May we know him in the
reading of the scriptures and in the breaking of the bread of the Eucharist. We ask you this through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Acts 1:15-26*
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

One day there was a meeting of the people who believed in Jesus. There were about a hundred
and twenty people in the crowd of believers. Peter stood up to speak, and he said, “My friends,
Judas was a member of our group — one of the twelve disciples — and he had been chosen to take
part in our work. But Judas was the one who turned against Jesus and led the people who arrested
him. Now it is written in the scriptures, ‘Let someone else take his place as leader.” So then,
someone must take his place and join us in telling others that Jesus was raised from the dead. This
person must be someone who was part of our group during all the time that the Lord Jesus was with
us. He must have been with us from the time of John the Baptist until the day when Jesus was taken
up from us into heaven.”

So they brought forward two men — one named Joseph, and one named Matthias. Then they
prayed, “Lord, you know the hearts and minds of everyone. Show us which of these two you have
chosen for this work as an apostle in the place of Judas.” Then they cast lots to choose between the
two, and the one chosen was Matthias. So he became an apostle with the other eleven.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 98
ALL:  Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvelous things.
With his right hand and his holy arm, * he has won for himself the victory.

ALL:  Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord with the harp; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Make a joyful noise before the Lord * with trumpets and the sound of the horn.

ALL:  Sing to the Lord a new song!

Let the sea roar and all that is in it; * let the lands sing and all who live in them.
Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord.

ALL:  Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Gospel reading Luke 24:13-35*

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

[It was Easter Sunday, when the women had gone to the tomb and found it empty.] Later on that
same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about all the things that had happened to Jesus. As they
were talking, Jesus himself came near and walked along with them, but their eyes were kept from
recognizing who he was. Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?”

They stood still and their faces were sad. One of them, named Cleopas, said to him, “You must
be the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know about the things that have happened there these
last few days!”

Jesus asked him, “What things?”

They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth. This man was a prophet who
was mighty in word and deed. But our religious leaders handed him over and had him crucified.
And we were hoping that he was the one who would set Israel free! This is now the third day since
it happened. Not only that, but some of the women of our group told us something amazing. They
went to his tomb very early in the morning, but they could not find his body. They came back
saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. Then some others of our
group went and found the tomb exactly as the women had said, but they saw nothing of him.”

Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are! How can you be so slow to believe what the
prophets have said? Didn’t you know that the Messiah would have to suffer first and then be
glorified?” And Jesus explained to them everything that had been written about himself in the
scriptures.

As they came near the village of Emmaus, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. But they
called to him and said, “Stay with us, for the day is past, and evening is at hand.”

So he went in to stay with them. And while he was sitting at the table with them, he took the
bread and blessed it. Then he broke the bread and gave it to them. Then they were able to recognize
him and understand who Jesus was, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to each other,
“Remember when he was talking to us on the road and explaining the scriptures to us? Wasn’t it
like a fire burning in our hearts?” Right away they got up, and they went back to Jerusalem. There
they found the eleven disciples gathered together with the other followers. The disciples were
saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to Peter!” Then the two told the others what
had happened on the Emmaus road, and how they had recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

or this

Gospel reading Luke 24:36b-48*

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

84

[On Easter Sunday, the same day the women had found Jesus’ tomb empty, the disciples
were gathered together. They were talking about all that had happened. Some of them even said
they had seen Jesus alive.] Suddenly Jesus himself was standing with them, and he said, “Peace
be with you.”

The disciples were surprised and frightened. They thought they were seeing a ghost. But
Jesus said to them, “Why are you frightened? Why do you not believe what you are seeing?
Look at my hands and feet. See? It is I — myself. Touch me, and you will know. A ghost does
not have a body of flesh and bones, as you see that I have.”

Then he showed the disciples the marks of the nails in his hands and his feet.
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The disciples were filled with joy, but they still could not understand what they were seeing
and what great thing was happening right there before their eyes. Then Jesus said to them, “Do
you have anything to eat?”

They gave Jesus a piece of fish they had cooked, and he took it and ate with them.

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “You are seeing just what I told you would happen when I
was with you before. It is written in the scriptures that the Messiah will suffer and then rise form
the dead on the third day. All people must be told to turn their lives to God, and God will
forgive them. You are the ones who have seen me, and you must tell everyone what has
happened.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have offered a choice in the Gospel reading. See the introduction to the season of Easter for our
philosophy. The reading in which Jesus asks for something to eat could possibly be confusing for children who
have heard the “Doubting Thomas” story last week, and we think children should hear the “Emmaus Road” story
each year. However, you may want to use this account of the resurrection appearance to the disciples. One
option would be to save “Emmaus Road” and substitute it for the more abstract reading from John’s gospel which
will be used on the sixth Sunday of Easter.

Comments for the leader:

You may want to say something after the reading from Acts to remind the children that the disciples
felt they needed to be a complete group of twelve as Jesus had chosen them. They found a way to
decide who would take Judas’ place, and Matthias was chosen. (The casting of lots was a common way
of determining divine will at that time. The exact method is unknown, although shards of pottery have
been found which indicate that perhaps these or some other objects were thrown or drawn, with an
agreement beforehand about the outcome.)

If you choose to use the first Gospel reading, bring the children into the details of this wonderful
story. Remind them that in this reading it was still the evening of Easter Sunday. Two of Jesus’ other
followers — not any of the eleven disciples — were walking along the road to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem. (Perhaps you can mention a landmark or another place about that
distance from where you are to give the children some idea of the distance.) Tell the children there were
no busy streets with cars; these two people may not have seen anyone else on this dusty road. Ask
questions such as:

» What were the two followers talking about?

* How did they feel?

Then create the scene. They had been busy talking and suddenly Jesus was there, but they didn’t
know him. They might not even have looked up. Then ask:

* What did he say to the two followers?

» What happened when they got to Emmaus?

» What happened as they were eating together?

Focus on the four-fold action we also hear in the Eucharist service: Jesus fook the bread, he blessed
it, he broke it, and he gave it to them. You may want to have a loaf of bread to demonstrate the action as
you say the words, then give a small piece to each child.

Repeat that the followers heard him explain the Scriptures in such a wonderful way, but they knew
him only later when they ate together.
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Ask the children how they think we get to know Jesus. Remind them that when we come to church
on Sundays, we have two parts to our worship — the Word and the Eucharist at the altar or table. Those
are the two ways we come to know Jesus. It has always been this way for the church. Tell the children
that what we do here is the children’s service of the Word. We are listening to Scripture, the Bible, and
thinking about it. Ask them if they know what the adults are doing at this time. Tell them that
sometimes we do not all understand the same words. Ask the children if we can all eat together at the
same table. Remind them that we do not always have to understand everything about what happens at
the table. What is important is that we come to church expecting to know Jesus better. We listen to the
Word of God, and then we eat together so that we may know Jesus in the breaking of the bread.

If you have chosen to use the second Gospel reading, begin by setting the scene for the children.
Ask such questions as:

» What were the disciples doing? What were they talking about?

* Who came to be with them?

» What did he say? We use these same words every Sunday when we greet each other.

* What did he invite them to do? One can imagine the disciples standing there incredulous, almost

with their mouths standing open, but saying nothing.
» What did Jesus ask them for? This was proof that he was with them in no uncertain ghostly form.
» What did he tell them about the scriptures and what they must now do?

This is the message for all of us. Although we did not see these things happening, we believe
because the disciples saw and began to tell what they had seen. But the message is still the same. Jesus
comes to his disciples, and we must tell all people what wonderful things God has done.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, your Son is the good shepherd who knows each one of us by name. Help us to hear his

voice when he calls us and to follow wherever he leads us. We make this prayer to you through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First reading Acts 4:32-37, 5:12, 14-16
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Now the whole group of believers were united in heart and soul. Nobody in the group said the
things they had were theirs alone, but they all shared everything with one another. With great power
the apostles told everyone about the resurrection, how the Lord Jesus had been raised from the dead.
And God poured great blessings on them all. No one in the group was in need. Everyone who
owned land or houses sold them and brought the money to the apostles. Then the money was given
to anyone who needed it. One person who did this was a man named Joseph, but the apostles called
him Barnabas, a name which means “son of encouragement.” Joseph sold a field he owned, then
brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

The apostles worked many miracles and wonders among the people. All the believers met
together in the part of the temple known as Solomon’s Porch, and all the other people had great
respect for them. More and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to the group.
Because of what the apostles were doing, sick people were carried outside into the streets, and they
were placed on cots and mats in the hope that at least Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them
and they might be healed as Peter passed by. Crowds of people gathered from the towns around
Jerusalem, and they brought with them those who were sick. And all of the sick were healed.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 23
ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

He restores my soul; * he leads me in paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; *
you anoint my head with oil; my cup is running over.
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

Gospel reading John 10:1-6, 11-16
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus told this parable: “I am telling you the truth. The man who goes into the sheep pen
through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. His sheep hear his voice as he calls them by name,
and he leads them out. When he has brought them out, he goes in front of them, and his sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow anyone else because they do not
know that other person’s voice.” Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what it
meant.

So Jesus said again, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. A person who is only paid to watch the sheep is different from the shepherd who owns them.
When the paid worker sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf
snatches the sheep and scatters them. The paid worker runs away, not really caring about the sheep.

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and they know me, just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father. And I am willing to lay down my life for my sheep. I have other sheep that are not
in this flock. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock,
one shepherd.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

You may want to say a few words about the first reading right away. Simply remind the children
that the apostles (the twelve disciples now sent out to do the work Jesus had begun) were happy to live
together and share everything they had. Many other people joined them and lived in this peaceful
community. This was the beginning of the “church.”

In thinking about the gospel reading, remember that in Jesus’ time the image of the sheep and the
shepherd would have been a vivid one for listeners. It is more difficult to bring this to life in today’s
world, but it is our goal to help the children sense the comfort of the sheep/shepherd relationship. Ask
the children if they have ever seen a sheep or a lamb. For adults the intellect of the sheep can be an
appropriate topic, but for children, the image should be an animal that is gentle and trusting, follows its
leader, and has little means of protecting itself. It needs a protector. Tell the children that in Jesus’
time, the sheep would graze freely in the field, and at night the shepherd would take them into the pen,
or fenced area, where they would sleep together. The shepherd would sometimes lie in front of the gate
of the pen and watch for wolves. When it was morning the shepherd would lead the sheep out again.
Sheep come to know their own shepherd’s voice, and do not follow another.

Jesus told the people these same things about the sheep, but his listeners did not understand. Ask the
children if they remember what Jesus said about himself then. Ask them how much the good shepherd
loves his sheep — what he would do to save them. The last thing Jesus said on this occasion was about
his flock: he had other sheep that he would bring so that there would be one flock with one shepherd —
a very comfortable image, indeed. Ask the children if it would make them feel safe to be watched over
by someone who loved them enough to give up life itself to protect them, someone who would lead
them to good things, someone whose voice was so familiar that just to hear it made them feel safe.
These are the things that we know about Jesus and his feelings for us.

Conclude by asking the children if they have ever seen the bishop when he or she comes to visit.
Ask what the bishop carries. That bishop’s staff is made just like a shepherd’s crook to remind us that
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Jesus is the good shepherd for all of us, and that Jesus has called others to help him shepherd his
people. (If your parish happens to be called “Good Shepherd,” then this has a special meaning for you
that you can point out to the children. But within any church, you can usually find symbols which show
the Good Shepherd. It is always helpful to show these images and remind the children to look for them.)
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your own Son Jesus to show us your way. May we always be ready to hear
his words and to go on our way rejoicing. We ask you this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

First reading Acts 8:26-40
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get ready and [set out at noon for]* the road that leads
down from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert road.” So Philip got ready and went. Now a man from
Ethiopia was traveling on that road. He was an important official who was in charge of the money
of the queen of Ethiopia. He had been to Jerusalem to worship God and was returning home in his
chariot. As he rode along, he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said
to Philip, “Go over to that chariot and stay close to it.” So Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the
man reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you
are reading?”’

The official replied, “How can I understand unless someone helps me?” And he invited Philip to
climb up and sit beside him. The part of scripture which he was reading was this: “He was like a
sheep that is led away to be killed, like a lamb that makes no sound when its wool is cut off. He did
not open his mouth. He was put to shame, and he was treated unfairly. He died without children to
continue his family. His life on earth has been cut short.”

Then the official asked Philip, “Tell me, what is the prophet talking about? Is he talking about
himself or someone else?”

Then Philip began to speak. He started with these words of scripture, and told him the good
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to a place where there was some
water. The official said, “Look! Here is some water. Is there any reason that I should not be
baptized?”

And the official ordered the chariot to stop. Then both he and Philip went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip
away. The official never saw him again, but continued on his way, rejoicing. But Philip found
himself in a town called Azotus. He went on to Caesarea, and he preached the good news in every
town along the way.

*or [go south to]

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 66
ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

Praise God with shouts of joy, * let all the earth praise God.
Sing the glory of his Name; * sing the glory of his praise.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! * How great is your strength!
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ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

All the earth bows down before you, * sings to you, sings out your Name.”
Come now and see the works of God, * how wonderful he is toward all people.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

He turned the sea into dry land, so that our people went through the waters on foot, *
and there we rejoiced in him.

In his might he rules forever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; *
let no one rise up against him.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

Bless our God, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be heard.
He holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to slip.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

Gospel reading John 21:1-14*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus showed himself once more to his disciples at the sea of Galilee. This is the way it
happened. Seven of the disciples — Peter, Thomas the Twin, Nathanael, the two brothers James and
John, and two others — were all together. Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”

The others said to him, “We will go with you.”

So they got in a boat and fished all that night, but they did not catch anything. Just as the sun
started to come up, Jesus stood on the shore at the edge of the water, but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. Then he said to them, “Children, haven’t you caught any fish?”

They answered him, “No.”

He said to them, “Drop your net into the water on the right side of the boat and you will find
some.” So they did as he said, and they caught so many fish that now they could not even pull the
net back in.

Then one of the disciples said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Peter heard this, he jumped into
the water and started to swim toward the shore. They had not been very far from land — only about
a hundred yards away. The other disciples came to shore in the boat, dragging the net full of fish.
When the disciples stepped out of the boat and onto the shore, they saw a charcoal fire. There were
fish cooking on the fire, and there was bread. Then Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you
have just caught.”

Peter went onto the boat and dragged the net to the shore. It was full of large fish — a hundred
and fifty-three of them. Even though there were so many fish, still the net did not tear. Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.”

None of the disciples had asked him who he was because they all knew it was the Lord. So Jesus
came over, took the bread, and he gave it to them. He did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
92 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



* Note: For an explanation of our choices for today’s readings, see the introduction to Easter through Pentecost,
page 77.

Comments for the leader:

The leader has a choice of which reading to address. If you choose to use the reading from Acts,
begin by having the children retell the story. You may want to lead them with questions such as: to
whom did the angel speak in the beginning? What was he supposed to do? Whom did he see on the
way? What was this man reading? Did he understand it? What did Philip tell him? Then what
happened? At the appropriate places you may want to ask the children: what would you say if you
needed to tell the good news about Jesus? Why would the man want to be baptized? What made him so
happy? These questions are more for reflection; just let the children contribute their own ideas. You
may also want to bring some details or information into the story such as: this Ethiopia was in Africa in
what is now Egypt along the Nile River, so the man had a distance to travel. The man was an outsider,
alone and out of his element, perhaps of darker skin color, probably not a Jew, and yet drawn to the God
of Israel and struggling to understand. He was reading from the Bible. You may want to make the
connection with the Gospel in that Philip had the help of the Holy Spirit that was promised in order to
do what he did, and the Ethiopian man received the Spirit as well.

If you choose to address the Gospel, tell the children that it had probably been only two or three
weeks since that first Easter when the women went to the tomb and found that Jesus was not there. The
disciples did not seem to be able to do very much at this time. But now seven of them were together.
Tell the children again the names of the seven. This brings the story to life. Ask them what Peter
decided to do. Remind the children that many of the disciples had been fishermen before Jesus called
them to follow him. He had told them they would fish for people, but they weren’t doing that. Then
create the scene for the children. The sun was just beginning to come up. The disciples had fished all
night and hadn’t caught a single fish; they were tired and hungry and discouraged. They were just about
a hundred yards out from shore (the length of a football field) when they saw someone on shore. Ask
the children what this person said. Ask what he called them. This shows so much tenderness. When
they answered, what did he tell them to do? What happened? One of them realized who it was and
shouted the news. Ask the children what Peter did. Peter again shows his wonderful humanity — he is
so happy that he just can’t get there fast enough. Ask the children what was there when Peter and the
other disciples got to shore. Tell the children to imagine how good that sounded — a warm fire and
breakfast ready. They could dry their clothing, eat together, enjoy their large catch, and, best of all, be
with their friend and their Lord.

Conclude by telling the children that Jesus comes to us where we are. Perhaps he reminds us that we
are not doing just what we promised we would do. But he comes to us just as he did to his disciples so
very long ago when they were hungry and tired and frustrated. He knows what we need even before we
ask, and he provides for us.
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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, we know your love in the resurrection of your Son Jesus. Help us to keep your
commandment and love each other as you have loved us. We ask you this through the same Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Acts 3:1-10*
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

One day Peter and John went to the temple at three o’clock in the afternoon. This was the hour
for prayer. There, a man who had been crippled all his life was being carried in. Every day people
would lay him at the entrance to the temple called the Beautiful Gate. When he saw Peter and John
going into the temple, he asked them to give him some money. They looked straight at him, and
Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man looked at them expecting to get something from them. But
Peter said to him, “I do not have any silver or gold to give, but I will give you what I do have. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk!” Then Peter took him by his right hand and
helped him up. At once the man’s feet and ankles became strong. Then jumping up, he stood and
started to walk. And he went into the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. All
the people there saw him walking and praising God. They knew he was the one who used to sit and
beg for money at the Beautiful Gate of the temple. They were filled with wonder and amazed at
what had happened to him.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 33
ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Rejoice in the Lord and sing his praise; * for the word of the Lord is right,
and all his works are sure.
The Lord loves righteousness and justice; * his loving-kindness fills the whole earth.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, *
by the breath of his mouth, all the heavenly hosts.
For he spoke, and it came to pass; * he commanded, and it stood fast.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Let all the earth have reverence for the Lord; *
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who honor him, *
on those who wait upon his love.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Our soul waits for the Lord; * he is our help and our shield.
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Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * for in his holy Name we put our trust.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Gospel reading John 15:9-17
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said to his disciples, “I have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Keep my
commandments and remain in my love. I have told you this so that the joy I have may be in you and
so that your joy may be full. This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have
loved you. There is no greater love than to give your life for your friends. And you are my friends
if you love one another. I do not call you servants now, because a servant does not know what the
master is doing. Instead, I call you friends because I have told you everything I heard from my
Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you and I have sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of
fruit that lasts.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

* Note: For an explanation of our choices for today’s first reading, see the introduction to Easter through
Pentecost, page 77.

Comments for the leader:

The homilist has a choice about which reading to address, or one could say something about both
readings, spending less time than would be spent if the focus were on only one.

If you are addressing the reading from Acts, lead the children into the details of this wonderful story
with questions such as:

» What time of day was it? Where were Peter and John going? This was their habit every day.

* Who was there? How had he gotten there? What was he doing?

* What did he expect of Peter and John? How did they answer him? They demanded his full

attention.

» What happened to the man when he took Peter’s hand? What did he begin to do?

The point of the story for all of us is that very often we receive much more than we could ever have
dreamed of when we come close to the healing power of God. This man expected to be begging all his
life, and perhaps he would have been afraid of trying to do more than that. But when he realized he had
been healed, he could do no less than leap and dance in praise of God.

In addressing the Gospel, tell the children that Jesus was talking with his disciples and trying to
prepare them for the time when he wouldn’t be with them any longer. Ask the children what Jesus’
commandment was for his disciples. Be prepared for any questions about giving up your life for your
friends. If these questions arise, tell the children that even though Jesus literally did just that, he wants
us to put aside thinking only of ourselves, and always think first of all of the needs of others. Conclude
by telling the children that Jesus said he chose his disciples, that they did not choose him. Ask the
children if they think he chose all of us. You may want to end by leaving them with that question and
the thought that they might feel special to be chosen, but that if they are, then being special in this way
means trying always to show Jesus’ love to all people.
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, your blessed Son Jesus ascended far above all heavens. Help us to know that, just as
he promised, he is with his church on earth, even to the end of the age. We make this prayer to you
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.

First reading Acts 1:1-11*
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The Gospels tell of the things that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day he was
taken up to heaven. But before he was taken up, he spoke with those he had chosen as apostles.
Through the Holy Spirit, he taught them what they should do. For forty days after Jesus died and
rose, he appeared to his apostles many times to show them that he was really alive. And he talked
with them about the kingdom of God. And while they were still together, he told them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “I have told you about the gift
my Father has promised. John baptized with water. But soon, you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit. You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. Then you will be my
witnesses from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.” After Jesus had said this, he was lifted up as
they watched him, and a cloud took him out of their sight. The apostles were staring toward heaven
as he went away, when suddenly two men dressed in white robes stood there beside them. They
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand there looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who was
lifted from you into heaven, will come back in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.”

So the apostles went back to Jerusalem to the room upstairs where they were staying. All of the
apostles — Peter and Andrew, James and John, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James,
Simon, and Jude — gathered often to pray as a group. Some women, including Mary, the mother of
Jesus, and Jesus’ brothers were also there with the apostles.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 47 (or Psalm 68, found in Appendix 4)
ALL: Clap your hands, all you people,; shout to God with a cry of joy!

For the Lord Most High is to be honored; * he is the great King over all the earth.
He chose the land where we live; * we are his children whom he loves.

ALL:  Clap your hands, all you people; shout to God with a cry of joy!

God has gone up with a shout, * the Lord has risen with the sound of the trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises; * sing praises to our King, sing praises.

ALL:  Clap your hands, all you people; shout to God with a cry of joy!

For God is King of all the earth; * sing praises with all your skill.
God rules over the nations; * God sits upon his holy throne.

ALL:  Clap your hands, all you people; shout to God with a cry of joy!
The leaders of the nations have gathered together * with the chosen people of God.
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The kings of the earth belong to God, * and he is praised over all.
ALL:  Clap your hands, all you people; shout to God with a cry of joy!

Gospel reading Luke 24:49-53*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said to his disciples, “I will send to you what my Father has promised. But you must stay
here in Jerusalem until you are given that power from heaven.” Then Jesus led the disciples out of
the city as far as Bethany. There he raised his hands and blessed them. As he was blessing them, he
left them and was carried up into heaven. They worshiped him and went back to Jerusalem with
great joy. And there they spent their time in the temple praising God.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have chosen to use the Ascension readings on this day because we think most children are not present
on the Feast of the Ascension. We also think repetition is not so much a problem as not hearing this important
story. We have borrowed some ideas for approaching this story from Sonja Stewart and Jerome Berryman’s
Young Children in Worship (pp. 207-209) published by Westminster/John Knox Press.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by asking the children if they know how long it has been since Easter. (It has been six weeks —
42 days.) Remind them that we are still in the season of Easter, the season when we celebrate the mystery
that Jesus died but that God made him live again. We know it is still the Easter season because the colors
on the altar are those special Easter colors. Point out that the Paschal candle — the large candle that we
light anew at the Easter Vigil — is still lighted and may be prominently displayed. (We have found it
effective to use our old Paschal candle in the children’s worship space. Another idea would be to have a
church school class create a new candle for the season.) The candle should be unlighted at this time.
Remind the children that when the candle is not lighted, we say “Christ has died.” Light the candle and tell
the children that at special times and all throughout the Easter season, the candle is lighted, and we say
“Christ is risen,” and that today we celebrate that special mystery that Jesus had to go away so that he could
be with us at all times and in all places.

Tell the children that Jesus was with his disciples many times after God had raised him up from the
dead. But he stayed only about forty days (about as long as it has been today since Easter). Jesus told his
disciples he was going away and they would not see him any more. But he promised something. Ask the
children if they remember what Jesus promised. Ask them such questions as:

» What did Jesus tell the disciples to do?

* What did he do for them, and what happened next?

Wonder with the children how the disciples might have felt after Jesus blessed them and then was taken
up into heaven. Were they sad because they would miss him, or were they afraid or disappointed?

But the story doesn’t say that. It says they went back to Jerusalem filled with joy! They did what Jesus
had told them to do. Tell the children that next week we will hear more.

Conclude by telling the children again that today is the day we celebrate the mystery of the Ascension.
We say “Christ is risen,” especially during this season of Easter. We also say “Christ will come again,” and
we know that he went away so that he could be with all of us in every time and in every place. Extinguish
the candle and allow the ascending smoke to carry the mystery for the children.
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God of all people, we praise you for your gift to us of the Holy Spirit. Through the power of that
same Spirit, help us to tell the whole world about Jesus, so that his name may be known to the ends
of the earth. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Acts 2:1-11, 41
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together. And suddenly, from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire coming and resting on each person
there. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them power. Now at that time, there were many Jews living in Jerusalem, religious
people from every country in the world. And when they heard this sound, a large crowd gathered.
They were all surprised because each one of them heard the believers talking in the listener’s own
language. In amazement and wonder, they said, “Aren’t all of these people who are speaking from
around Galilee? Then how is it that each of us hears them speaking in our own native language?
We are from Egypt and Greece and Asia, from Arabia and even from Rome, and yet all of us hear
them telling in our own languages about the great things that God has done!”

And because of this, about three thousand people were baptized and added to the group of
believers on that day.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 104
ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord, how many are your works! * in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

There is the great and wide sea, with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

There move the ships, and there is that great sea creature Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.

All of them look to you to give them their food in due season; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure forever; * may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * I will praise my God while I have my being.
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May these words of mine please him; * I will rejoice in the Lord.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

Gospel reading John 14:15-17, 25-27, 15:26-27
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said to his disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, who will be with you forever. This Helper is the
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. The world does not see him or know him. But you know this Spirit
because he is with you and will be within you. I will not leave you all alone. I tell you these things
while I am still with you. But the Father will send you the Helper, the Holy Spirit. This Spirit will
teach you everything and will help you remember what I have said to you. Peace is what I give to
you. And the peace that I give is not like the peace that comes from the world. So do not let your
hearts be worried or afraid. I am telling you all this so that when it happens, you will believe it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

If your church uses colors on the altar, ask the children if they noticed anything different in the church
today. Tell them that this is a special day called Pentecost and is the only Sunday in the church year when
the color is red.

Remind the children that before Jesus left his disciples for the last time, he promised to ask God the
Father for a helper for them. Ask if they remember what the helper is called, and what the helper would do
for the disciples. Jesus left them with his own wonderful peace, and he told them to go back to Jerusalem
to wait. Next, ask the children if Jesus kept his promise. Give them a bit of background about Pentecost
by telling them that Pentecost was already a holy day for the people of Israel. It was held fifty days after
the Feast of the Passover, the holiday for which Jesus had gone to Jerusalem and then a week later had
been killed. Many people had come into Jerusalem for the festival. So the disciples and others were
gathered for that holiday. Lead the children into the details of the narrative by asking such questions as:

* What did the disciples hear in the house? What did they see?

* What happened? What were the disciples able to do?

» What did the people say?

Conclude by telling the children that the Holy Spirit is not flames of fire or a mighty wind; it is much
greater than either of those. But whatever happened on that day, it was so powerful that the disciples
described it in those ways. Tell them that some people call this day of Pentecost the “birthday of the
church” because this was the day God’s Holy Spirit was given to Jesus’ disciples, just as he had promised,
and people from all over the world believed in Jesus. There may be baptisms scheduled because this is one
of four great baptismal days in the church year. If so, you may want to tell the children that we believe we
receive the Holy Spirit when we are baptized. Remind them to listen for the priest’s words — that we
baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. They may want to ask their
parents about the special day they were baptized, to look at pictures, and to see their baptismal candles if
they have them. That was the day they, too, received the gift of the Holy Spirit.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
100 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



[This page intentionally left blank]

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 101



THE SEASON AFTER PENTECOST

In most respects the season after Pentecost is not really a season. One of the terms sometimes used for it
is “ordinary time.” We are no longer on a path quickly marching through the events of Jesus’ life from
conception through resurrection, as we are from Advent through Easter. Now things move more slowly,
and we have the opportunity to take in many healings, teachings, and miracles for which there was no
time earlier in the church calendar. Now there is a little less thematic continuity from Sunday to
Sunday: instead, each Sunday’s set of readings tends to stand by itself.

Because of this change in continuity, we have felt more free to make substitutions of lessons during this
season. We have done this whenever we thought the adult lectionary contained material which might be
of questionable value to young children. In addition, one of the peculiarities of the church lectionary
calendar is that there are always more sets of lessons than are actually used in any given year. The ones
most often skipped are some of the propers with low sequence numbers. For example, since Proper 2
contains the gospel story of lowering the paralyzed man through the roof, you may wish to use this
proper instead of one listed for a given Sunday this season.

As this season progresses, it is useful to plan ahead for a few possible days which might disrupt the
normal sequence. We are thinking primarily of two occasions. The first is the Feast of the
Transfiguration (August 6), which takes precedence over a regular set of lessons if it falls on a Sunday.
The second is All Saints’ Day, which is celebrated in many congregations not only on November 1 but
also on the Sunday which follows. Consult your clergy. The propers for these days and other special
occasions are found in the Other Celebrations section beginning on page 195.

We hope that you will continue your children’s Liturgy of the Word through the summer. We realize
that Sunday School is over and church attendance tends to be lower during the summer months.
However, if children deserve a suitable worship experience for three-quarters of the year, then surely
they deserve it for the other quarter as well. It is appropriate to take breaks in an educational process,
but we believe that regular, ongoing worship is vital and healthful for Christians of every age.

The Season after Pentecost comes to a close at the end of November, just before Advent begins. When

you reach this point in the year, the three-year lectionary cycle will change from Year B to Year C.
Year C of Come and Worship is available in a separate volume.

Y ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
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TRINITY SUNDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you are the Father of all creation. You have sent your own Son Jesus Christ to live
as one of us. And you have given us your Holy Spirit to be with us forever. Give us grace to
worship you in your glory. We ask you this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you,
Father, and with the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Exodus 3:1-15
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

One day Moses was taking care of the sheep and goats which belonged to his father-in-law
Jethro. He led the flock across the far side of the desert and came to Sinai, the holy mountain of
God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him as a flame of fire coming out of a bush. Moses
looked and saw that the bush was on fire but it was not being burned up. Then Moses said, “I must
go closer and look at this strange sight and see why that bush is not burning up.” When the Lord
saw Moses coming closer, he called to him from the middle of the bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”

Then God said, “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals; the place where you are
standing is holy ground. I am the God of your people, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.”

So Moses covered his face because he was afraid to look at God.

Then the Lord said, “I have seen the misery of my people in Egypt; I have heard them cry out to
be rescued from their slave drivers. I know they are suffering and I have come down to rescue them
from the Egyptians. [ will bring them up out of Egypt to a rich and wide land, one which is flowing
with milk and honey. So now I am sending you to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to bring my people
the Israelites out of his country.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?”

God said, “I will be with you.”

But Moses asked, “When I go to the Israelites and tell them that you sent me, they will ask me
what your name is. So what shall I tell them?”

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. So you must say to the Israelites, ‘The one who is
called I AM has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; this is what all people from now on
will call me.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 93
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty; * the Lord is robed with strength.
He has made the whole world so firm * that it cannot be shaken.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Your kingdom has existed since the world began; * you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; *
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the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your laws are very sure, and your temple is holy, O Lord, * forever and for evermore.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Gospel reading Matthew 28:16-20*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

The eleven disciples went to the mountain in Galilee where Jesus had told them to go. When
they saw him there, they worshiped him, even though some of them doubted that it was Jesus. But
he came near and said to them, “I have been given all power on heaven and on earth. Now, go to the
people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to do everything I have commanded you, And
remember, | am with you always, even to the end of time.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: In our parish, we have chosen to use the Gospel reading from Year A in all three liturgical years. We
believe that the readings from the Gospel of John in Years B and C are more abstract, and that the reference to the
Trinity is important for the children to hear every year on Trinity Sunday. However, if you choose to use the
reading from John, we have included it here.

Gospel reading John 3:1-13a, 16-17
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now there was a man named Nicodemus who was an important religious leader. One night
Nicodemus went to Jesus and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has been sent
by God. No one could work the miracles you are working unless God was with him.”

Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth. No one can see the kingdom of God unless that person
has been born again from above.”

But Nicodemus asked, “How can a grown person ever be born again? How can a person enter
the mother’s body and be born a second time?”

Jesus answered, “I am telling you the truth. No one can enter the kingdom of God unless that
person is born of water and of Spirit. [The human body is born of human parents, but the body of
the Spirit is born of the Spirit.] Do not be surprised that I have told you that you must all be born
again of the Spirit. The Spirit is like the wind: it blows wherever it wishes. You hear the sound the
wind makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. It is like this with everyone
who has been born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus asked, “How can this happen?”

Jesus answered, “You are a great teacher. Why don’t you know these things? I tell you the
truth. We talk about what we know and we tell of what we have seen. But you do not believe what
we say. If you do not believe me when I talk to you about earthly things, how can you believe me
when I talk to you about heavenly things?”

And Jesus said, “God loved his world so much that he gave his only Son so that everyone who
believes in him may not really die, but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to judge it. God sent his Son into the world to save it.”
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The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

If you have read the gospel from Matthew, tell the children that the Gospel reading for today is from
the very end of Matthew. Jesus had told his disciples to go to the mountain in Galilee, and that is where
they saw him for the last time. Ask the children if they remember the words that Jesus spoke to his
disciples just before he left them and went to heaven to be with God. This may be difficult for the
children to remember, so you may have to tell them that Jesus wanted his eleven disciples (who would
now be called apostles) to go all over the world and make other people his disciples by baptizing them
and by teaching them. Ask the children if they remember seeing someone baptized, and ask if they
remember the words the priest says at that time. Those words are the same ones Jesus told his disciples
to use when they baptized people. That is the reason this Sunday is called Trinity Sunday. If your
parish happens to have that name, then remind the children that it is a very special day for your parish.
Then ask the children if they remember what the disciples were supposed to teach people and if they
know any of Jesus’ commandments. (The main point made during the Easter season was that he asked
his disciples to love one another as he had loved them.) Finish with the wonderful promise Jesus made.
Ask the children if they remember what Jesus promised. Tell them that on this Trinity Sunday we think
about all the ways God is in our lives. God made this beautiful world we live in (as we read in Genesis).
God showed us love in sending Jesus to us. God promised to be with us always.

If you have chosen to use the reading from John, lead the children into the details of the story, noting
that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night. Much of the dialogue is quite abstract, and not easily understood
by children. You may want to stress that Jesus wanted Nicodemus, who was an important teacher, to
understand God’s ways. Remind the children that we, too, are “born of water”” when we are baptized.
Then focus on the famous verse. Ask the children if they have ever seen someone holding up a sign
with “John 3:16” written on it. (You may even want to have such a sign as a visual aid.) Tell the
children that this is the most famous verse in the Bible, and it is important because it tells all of us
clearly just how much God loves us — enough to send his own Son Jesus to us so that we could learn
from him, believe in him, and have life through him.

When you turn the page, you will find that the next Sunday is labeled “Proper 1.” Because of the
way the lectionary is arranged, Propers 1, 2, and 3 are the same as the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth
Sundays after the Epiphany, respectively. In any given liturgical year, they might be used in one place
or the other, but not in both places. Consult your clergy or a church calendar to determine when, if at
all, these propers are used this year. See also page 25.

To the extent that any of these propers remain unused, you may choose to use them as substitutes
when needed.
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PROPER 1 YEAR B

[also used for The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you alone are the source of all health and wholeness. Help us to touch your
people who are in need and to show forth your love and care for them. We ask you this through
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First reading IT Kings 5:1-3, 9-15a
A reading from the Second Book of Kings.

Once there was a well-respected man called Naaman, who lived in the country of Syria, just
north of Israel. Naaman was the commander of the whole Syrian army. He was a great soldier, but
he suffered from leprosy, a terrible skin disease. Now Naaman’s wife had a servant who was a
young girl from Israel. One day the girl said, “I wish that Commander Naaman could go to the
prophet Elisha who lives in Israel! He would heal him of this disease.”

When Naaman heard about this, he set out for Isracl. He went with his servants, and his horses
and chariot, and he stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger out to say to
Naaman, “Go, wash yourself in the Jordan River seven times, and you will be completely cured of
your disease.” But Naaman became angry and went away saying, “I thought that this prophet would
at least come out to me. I thought that he would call on the Name of the Lord his God. I thought he
would wave his hand over the spot and cure the leprosy. Besides, aren’t the rivers in my own
country better than any rivers in Israel? If washing would cure leprosy, I could have washed in
them.” He turned and went away in a rage.

But his servants went up to him and said, “Sir, if this prophet had told you to do something that
was difficult, wouldn’t you have done it? All he told you to do is to wash yourself and be healed.
Why won’t you just do this simple thing?” So Naaman changed his mind and went down to the
Jordan River. He washed himself in the river seven times, as Elisha had told him to do. Then his
skin became firm and healthy like that of a child, and he was completely cured. Naaman went back
to the prophet Elisha with all his servants. He stood before Elisha and said, “I know now that there
is no god anywhere but the God of Israel.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 42
ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

As the deer longs for streams of water, * so longs my soul for you, O God.
My soul is thirsty for God, thirsty for the living God; *
when shall I come to appear before him?

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

My soul is filled with these memories: * how I led the crowds to the house of God.
I remember the songs of praise and thanksgiving * of those who keep his holy day.
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ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * and why are you so troubled within me?
I will put my trust in the Lord and give thanks to him, * for he is my helper and my God.

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Deep waters call to each other; * all your waterfalls rush over me.
The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; * in the night season his song is with me.

ALL:  Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Gospel reading Mark 1:40-45
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Once there was a man in Galilee who was suffering from the skin disease known as leprosy. He
came to Jesus and knelt down and begged Jesus for help. He said, “If you want to, you can heal
me.” Jesus was filled with pity. He stretched out his hand and touched the man and said to him, “I
do want to. You are healed.”

At once the disease left the man, and he was healed. Then Jesus sent him away, with this
warning, “Do not say anything about this to anyone. But show yourself to the priest. Then offer a
gift to God because you have been healed.” But the man went out and told everyone that Jesus had
healed him. In fact, he talked so much that Jesus could not even go into a town because so many
people crowded around him. So Jesus stayed in places where no one lived, and people came from
all the towns to wherever he was.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that they have just heard two stories about healings. (You may want to
think about how the two stories are alike and how they are different. Both are about men who suffer
from leprosy and who have immediate healing, showing God’s power. One man is unknown; the other
is prominent. One knows he can be healed; the other doubts. One is asked to do something; the other is
not. In one case the healer actually fouches the man; in the other the healer does not even come out to
see the person who has leprosy. One returned to confess of God’s power; the other went out to tell
everyone.) Remind the children that at that time anyone who suffered from leprosy had to stay away
from their families and the rest of society because people were so afraid of the disease. A leper even
had to call out a warning to anyone who might inadvertently come near. The suffering person who so
desperately needed help was totally isolated. Then ask the children such questions as:

* Do you remember what this man in the gospel story said to Jesus?

* Do you think that was a strange thing to say? It showed complete confidence in Jesus.

» How did Jesus feel? What did he do?

 Can you imagine how the people who saw this must have gasped in disbelief?

» What happened to the man? Can you imagine how happy he felt? Perhaps he had not even seen

his family for years; now he could go back to the marketplace, to the synagogue, to all those
places he couldn’t go before!

No wonder he ran off to tell everyone!
Conclude by telling the children that the story gives a good picture of two real people. We see Jesus
with his real feelings for another person who was suffering. We see this man as a real person even
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though we do not know his name, because he was made whole again by the power of God’s love and the
touch of our Lord.
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PROPER 2 YEAR B

[also used for The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you make all things new. Give us the faith to see your healing power and the courage to
help each other. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 43:18-25

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says, “Do not worry about the past or be concerned with what happened long ago.
Watch for a new thing that I am going to do. It is already happening. Do you see it? I will make a
road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. And even the wild animals will honor me; they will
praise me because I make rivers flow in the desert to give water to my chosen people. These are the
people I made for myself so they would praise me. But you did not call on me, O Israel; you were
tired of me. You have not brought me your offerings. You have not honored me with your gifts. |
did not burden you by asking for offerings or wear you out by asking for gifts. Instead, you
burdened me with your sins and you wore me out with the wrongs you have done. And yet, I am the
God who forgives your sins. I do this because that is who I am. I will not remember the wrongs you
have done.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 32
ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

Happy are they whose sins are forgiven, * and whose wrongs are put away!
Happy are they who are true of heart, * and in whose spirit there is nothing false!

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

I said, “I will confess my sins to the Lord.” * Then you forgave me all that I had done wrong.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

You are my hiding place; * you protect me from trouble.
You will guide me and teach me in the way that I should go; *
you will not take your eyes off me.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!
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Gospel reading Mark 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After Jesus had been teaching and healing throughout Galilee, he went back to Capernaum, and
everyone heard that he was there. So many people came to see Jesus that there was no room
anywhere, not even in front of the door to the house where Jesus was teaching. Then four other
people came, and they were carrying a paralyzed man. But because of the crowd, they could not
bring the man to Jesus. So they made a hole in the roof right above the place where Jesus was.
When they had dug an opening in the roof, they let down the mat on which the paralyzed man was
lying. When Jesus saw the faith of these people, he said to the paralyzed man, “My son, your sins
are forgiven.”

Now some of the teachers of the religious law were sitting there. They thought to themselves,
“Why does this man say things like this? He is speaking against God! Who can forgive sins except
God alone?”

At once Jesus knew in his heart what they were wondering, so he said to them, “Why are you
thinking such things? Which is easier to do? Is it easier to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are
forgiven’ or to say, ‘Stand up! Pick up your mat and walk’? Now I will show you, so that you will
know that I have authority on the earth to forgive sins.”

Then Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, stand up! Pick up your mat and go home!”

And the man stood up, immediately picked up his mat, and walked out in front of everyone. The
people were all amazed. They praised God and said, “We have never before seen anything like
this!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Help the scene come to life for the children with questions such as:

* Where was Jesus? What was he doing? Help them to imagine the press of the people and the
crowded house.

* Who came next? Why did they come to see Jesus?

» What problem did they encounter there? What was their solution? (You may want to explain that
the roof was most likely made of wooden beams packed with clay or dirt, so they dug through
it.)

* What did Jesus say?

» When the religious leaders heard this, what did they say?

* What did Jesus reply to them and to the man?

Wonder with the children how the man must have felt during all this.

Conclude by reminding the children that it was the man’s friends who had so much faith that Jesus
could help that they were willing to bring their friend down through someone’s roof to get to Jesus. Tell
the children that sometimes the church is like that. When one of us may not be strong enough, there are
others who can help. Sometimes we are like the person in need of help, and sometimes we are like the
helpers. But always the one we come looking for is Jesus.
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PROPER 3 YEAR B

[also used for The Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany]

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have promised us your love and faithfulness. May we rejoice in your promise which
comes to us in your Son Jesus Christ, and may we see how his life makes us new again. We ask you
this through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First reading Hosea 2:14-23
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Hosea.

This is what the Lord said to his prophet Hosea:

Look! I am going to lead Israel away into the desert. There I will speak tenderly to her. She will
come to me as she did when she was young, when I brought her out of Egypt.

Israel, on that day you will call me your husband. Never again will you speak the name of a
false god. On that day I will make a covenant for you with all the wild animals, the birds of the
heavens, and the creeping things of the earth so they will not harm you. And I will break all
swords and bows and put an end to war in the land. Then you will lie down to sleep in peace and
safety. Israel, I will take you for my wife forever. We will live in righteousness and justice. We
will live in constant love and mercy. I will be true to you as my wife, and you will know me as
Lord.

On that day I will answer, says the Lord. I will answer the heavens, and the heavens will
answer with rain, and the earth will answer with grain and new wine and olive oil. I will plant
my people in the land, and I will love them.

To Israel I will say, “You are my people,” and Israel will answer, “You are my God.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 103
ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and remember all his kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He forgives all your sins * and heals all your weaknesses.
He redeems your life * and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He satisfies you with good things * and makes you strong again like a young eagle.
As a father cares for his children, * so does the Lord care for those who love him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
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so is his mercy great upon those who honor him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Gospel reading Mark 2:18-22
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now one day the followers of John the Baptist and the teachers of the religious law were fasting.
(This means that on certain days they would go without food to show their respect for God.) Some
people came to Jesus and asked him, “Why is it that the followers of John the Baptist and followers
of the other religious leaders fast, but your followers do not fast?”

Jesus said to them, “Do you think that guests at a wedding party should go without food? Of
course not! As long as the bridegroom is still with them, they will not fast. But the day will come
when the bridegroom will no longer be with them, and then they will fast.”

And Jesus also said to them, “No one uses a piece of new cloth to sew a patch on old clothing.
Otherwise the new patch will shrink and tear an even bigger hole. Also, no one puts new wine into
old wineskins. Otherwise the wine will burst the skins and then the wine will be lost and the skins
will be ruined. Instead, new wine must be put into new wineskins.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

You may want to explain the word “wineskin” even before you read the Gospel. It is enough to say
that in those days people stored wine in leather pouches called wineskins and that when they were new
they were pliable, but when they were old, they were hard and would not expand. New wine has so
much “life” that it bubbles and might burst and ruin old wineskins.

Begin by telling the children that people did not really understand Jesus very well — they just could
not quite figure him out. Then ask such questions as:

* What was the question some of the people came to ask Jesus? (Remind the children of the

meaning of the word “fast.”)

* How did Jesus answer?

Ask the children if they have ever been to a wedding and if they saw people eating and enjoying
being together. Hardly anyone at a wedding would be going without food. This is what Jesus was
talking about. He wanted people to enjoy their time together because the time would come when he
would no longer be with them. Then he told two little parables to show what he meant, since this was a
new way of thinking. Ask the children what Jesus said about patching cloth and what he said about
storing wine. Remind them that he did not say the old clothing should be thrown away, just treated
differently. And perhaps old wineskins could be used for something other than new wine. Then ask
what Jesus might want us to know from these stories. Jesus’ teaching was very new — like new wine.
He didn’t want people to throw away the old things they had learned and the old religious laws. But
they needed to be flexible enough to think in new ways and not be held in by the old. He wanted his
followers to be joyful. Remind the children when we go to the altar for Holy Eucharist we are joyful
because we know that Jesus is there with us.
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PROPER 4 [The Sunday closest to June 1] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)
O God, you have given us your commandments to guide our lives. Fill our hearts, we pray, with a

love for all that is good and true. We ask you this through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Deuteronomy 5:12-15
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy, as I, the Lord your God, have commanded you.
You have six days in which to do your work, but the seventh day is a day of rest to honor the Lord
your God. On that day no one is to work — neither you, nor your sons, nor your daughters, nor your
servants, nor your ox, nor your donkey, nor your other animals — not even the people from other
countries who are staying with you. In this way your servants may rest just as you do. Remember
that once you were slaves in Egypt, and that I, the Lord your God, brought you out with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm. This is why I have commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 81
ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!

Shout for joy to the God of Jacob; *
raise a song and sound the tambourine, the merry harp, and the lyre.
Blow the trumpet for the festival, * when the moon is new and when it is full.

ALL:  Sing with joy to God our strength!

For this is a law for Israel, * a commandment from the God of Jacob.
He made this agreement with the people of Joseph *
when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

ALL:  Sing with joy to God our strength!

I heard a voice I did not know saying, “I lifted the burden from your shoulders; *
I took the load from your hands.”

When you were in trouble, you called on me and I saved you; *
I answered you from my hiding place in the storm.

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!

Hear, O my people, and I will warn you; * O Israel, if only you would listen to me!
Y ou shall worship no other god, *
for I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

ALL:  Sing with joy to God our strength!
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Gospel reading Mark 2:23-3:5*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One Sabbath day, Jesus and his disciples were walking through some wheat fields. As they
walked along, his disciples began to pick the grains of wheat. Some Pharisees saw them and said to
Jesus, “Look, why are your disciples doing what is not allowed on the Sabbath day?”

Jesus answered, “Have you never read in the scriptures what David and those with him did one
time when they were hungry and needed something to eat? David went into the house of God and
ate the special loaves of bread which by our law only the priests may eat. David also gave the bread
to those who were with him.”

And Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath day was made for people; people were not made for the
Sabbath day. The Messiah, the Christ, is Lord even of the Sabbath Day.”

Then Jesus went back to the synagogue where there was a man who had a paralyzed hand. Now
some religious leaders were there who wanted to accuse Jesus of doing something wrong. So they
watched him closely to see whether he would heal the man on the Sabbath day. Jesus said to the
man with the paralyzed hand, “Come forward.”

Then he asked the religious leaders, “What does our law allow us to do on the Sabbath day?
Should we do good or do evil? Should we save a life or destroy one?”

But the religious leaders were silent. Jesus was angry as he looked around at them. And at the
same time he felt sad because they were so cold-hearted.

Then Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So the man stretched out his hand, and he
was healed.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have expanded this reading from Mark’s Gospel to include the wonderful part about Jesus’ healing the
man with the paralyzed hand on the Sabbath.

Comments for the leader:

You may want to tell the children after the first reading that what they heard is one of the Ten
Commandments — the fourth and longest one. God seemed to have the most to say about this important
rule. Ask if they remember what it said. Then ask why God set aside this day. Tell the children that the
religious leaders thought only about keeping the law, not about the reason for it, and tell them that they
will hear more about this in the Gospel reading.

After the Gospel reading, remind the children that it was a Sabbath Day; then lead them into the
story with such questions as:

» Where were Jesus and his disciples? What did they do there?

* What did the religious leaders say when they saw what Jesus and his disciples did?

* How did Jesus answer?

Tell the children that Jesus told the leaders they had things backwards — the Sabbath Day was made
for people, not people for the Sabbath Day.
Then ask the children:
* Where did Jesus go next?
* Whom did he see there? (You may want to remind the children of the meaning of the word
paralyzed.)
* What other people were also there? (It seemed they were always there.)
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Now it almost seems as though Jesus wanted to make sure the religious leaders got the message
because he called the man up in front of everyone.

» What did Jesus ask the religious leaders? Did they answer him?

* How did Jesus feel? What did he say to the man?

Conclude by telling the children that God set aside a day to rest and to honor him. But Jesus knew
that people who keep God’s law and yet forget about God’s people are not doing what God wants them
to do.

Remind the children that God loved his people so much that he brought them safely out of the land
of Egypt, and he reminds them of this in the fourth commandment. Jesus showed this same love by
healing the man with the paralyzed hand, and he honored God with this wonderful action.
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PROPER 5 [The Sunday closest to June §] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have given us everything we need. Help us always to follow your perfect will for us.
We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Genesis 1:1-2:3*
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was empty and had no
form. And darkness covered everything. And the Spirit of God was moving over the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light. God saw that the light was good. Then God
divided the light from the darkness, and God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
Evening passed and morning came. That was the first day.

Then God said, “Let there be space above the waters with a roof over all.” And it was done. God
called the roof “sky.” Evening passed and morning came. That was the second day.

Then God said, “Let the waters be pulled back so that the dry land will appear.” And it was done.
God called the dry land “earth,” and the waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. Then
God said, “Let the earth begin to grow all kinds of plants — plants with seed and plants with fruit.”
And it was done. God saw that it was good. Evening passed and morning came. That was the third
day.

Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate day from night and to show the time when
days and seasons and years begin. They will shine in the sky to give light to the earth.” And it was
done. So God made the two great lights — the sun to rule over the day, and the moon to rule over the
night. He also made the stars. And God saw that it was good. Evening passed and morning came.
That was the fourth day.

Then God said, “Let the waters be filled with many kinds of living things, and let birds fly above
the earth across the sky.” So God created the great sea animals, and living things that move in the
waters, and every kind of bird. And God saw that it was good. He blessed them all and told the
creatures that live in the waters to have many young ones and fill the seas. And he told the birds to
grow in numbers. Evening passed and morning came. That was the fifth day.

Then God said, “Let the earth be filled with all kinds of animals, both tame and wild, large and
small.” And it was done. So God made them all, and he saw that it was good. Then God said, “And
now let there be human beings. They will be like me and resemble me. Let them be in charge and
watch over the fish, the birds, and all animals, tame and wild, large and small.” So God created human
beings, and made them to be like himself. He created them male and female. God blessed them and
said, “Have many children and fill the earth and be responsible for it. I have given you all kinds of
plants — plants with seeds and plants with fruit. They will be your food. And to all the animals and to
all the birds I have given grass and leafy plants for their food.” And it was done. God saw everything
he had made, and, indeed, it was very good. Evening passed and morning came. That was the sixth
day.

And so the heavens and the earth and everything in them were completed. And on the seventh day
God finished the work he had done, and he rested. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because that was the day God rested from all the work he had done in creating the world.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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or this Genesis 3:1-21*

A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Now of all the animals that the Lord God had made, the snake was the cleverest. The snake
asked the woman, “Did God really say that you were not to eat fruit from any tree in the Garden of
Eden?”

The woman answered, “We may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden except the tree in the
middle of it. God told us, ‘You must not eat the fruit of that tree, or even touch it. If you do, you
will die.” ”

But the snake said to her, “You will not die. God knows that if you eat it, you will know both
good and evil. Then you will be like God.”

The woman saw that the tree was beautiful, and she saw that its fruit was good to eat, and that it
would give her knowledge. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. And she also gave some to her
husband, and he ate it. Then it was as if their eyes were opened, and they realized that they were
naked. So they sewed fig leaves together to make something to cover themselves.

Then in the cool of the day, the man and the woman heard the Lord God walking in the garden,
and they hid from him among the trees. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where
are you?”

The man answered, “I heard you in the garden. I was afraid because I was naked.”

God said to the man, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat the fruit that I told you
not to eat?”

The man answered him, “It was the woman you put here with me. She gave me some fruit from
that tree, and I ate it.”

The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?”

She answered, “The snake tricked me, and I ate the fruit.”

Then the Lord God said to the snake, “Because of what you have done, this will be your
punishment: You will crawl on your belly, and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 1 will
make you and the woman to be enemies always.”

And God said to the man and the woman, “Because you ate the fruit which I told you not to eat,
you will have to work hard all your life to make the earth produce enough food for you. You will
sweat and work hard for your food until you return to the earth from which you were formed. You
are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Then the man, who was called Adam, named his wife Eve. And God made clothing for them out
of animal skins, and he dressed them. Then the Lord God made Adam and Eve leave the garden of
Eden forever.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 130
ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; *
Lord, hear my voice; let your ears hear well the words of my prayer.
For there is forgiveness with you; * therefore you shall be honored.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * in his word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord, * more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
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ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

O Israel, wait for the Lord, * for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him there is saving help, * and he shall redeem Israel from all its sins.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

Gospel reading Mark 3:20-21, 31-35*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

[After Jesus had chosen his twelve disciples, he went to his home town. But once again] a large
crowd gathered around Jesus, and he and his disciples did not even have a chance to eat. [Some of
the religious leaders were also there, and they were criticizing the things Jesus did. And some
people were even saying, “There is something wrong with his mind,” because they had never seen
anyone like Jesus before. ]

When Jesus’ family heard about what was happening, they came to the house where he was, in
order to take him home with them. They sent a message in for Jesus to come outside.

The people who were sitting near Jesus said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, and they are asking for you.”

But Jesus said, “Who are my mother and my brothers and sisters?”

Then he looked around at the crowd of people and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers
and sisters. Whoever does the will of God is my brother, my sister, my mother.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We offer you the choice of either the story of the Creation or of the Fall. The adult lectionary uses the
story of the Fall, but we feel that the Creation story should be told to the children every year and is more
important for them. Also, we have used brackets to denote an introductory verse that is not in the lectionary, and
also to denote sentences that we have used as our paraphrase of the material. We think that children do not need
to hear a mention of Jesus “going mad.” We have also avoided, whenever possible, the idea of casting out
demons. The children will have many years in which to deal with this more adult concept.

Comments for the leader:

This gospel reading centers around the phenomenal statement by Jesus concerning who are the
members of a Christian’s family.

Begin by setting the scene for the children. Tell them that Jesus had just begun his ministry. He had
been out teaching and healing people, and he had called twelve others to help him. He may have felt
good about his choices, and these people were beginning to be like a family to Jesus. But many people
did not understand the things Jesus said and did. The religious leaders criticized him; perhaps they were
jealous because crowds of people followed him. He spent so much time at his work of teaching and
healing — sometimes without even eating. He broke some of the religious laws, like the one restricting
work on the Sabbath Day. He didn’t own anything. People must have thought him to be a very strange
person. Then ask the children:

* Who was worried about Jesus?

Wonder with them what his family thought. We do not often think about Jesus’ family, but their
reaction was normal. They never expected him to be doing the things he was doing either. They
probably didn’t understand the crowds. Maybe he wasn’t there with them very often. Then ask the
children such questions as:
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» What did the family do?
» What did Jesus say when he heard their message?

Tell the children that Jesus was not insulting his family, but he was not doing what they expected
either. What he said was again something very new. He offered everyone inclusion in his family by
doing the things God wants. Conclude by telling the children that Jesus’ answer was good news for all
of us. We can all be brothers and sisters of Jesus, too.
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PROPER 6 [The Sunday closest to June 15] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you sent your own Son Jesus to proclaim the news of your kingdom. Grant that we may
grow in your love and that your kingdom may spread throughout all the world. We ask you this
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First reading Ezekiel 17:22-24%

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

These are the words our God spoke through the prophet Ezekiel:

I will take a tender sprout from the top of a cedar tree, and I will plant it on Israel’s highest
mountain. It will grow branches and bear fruit, and it will become a strong and magnificent cedar
tree. Birds of every kind will build their nests in its branches and find shelter in its shade. And all
the trees in the land will know that I am the Lord. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do what I
have said I would do.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 92
ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, *
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High,;
To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning *
and of your faithfulness in the night season.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

It is good to praise you with the music of the lyre, * and with the melody of the harp.
For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; *
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

The righteous shall grow like a palm tree, * and shall spread like a cedar tree of Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house of the Lord * shall grow in the courtyards of our God.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

They shall still bear fruit in old age; * they shall be green and healthy.
They show how just the Lord is; * he is my rock, and there is no wrong in him.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!
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Gospel reading Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is like this. A person plants seed in the ground. The seeds
sprout and grow whether the one who planted them is asleep at night or awake during the day. Yet
the person does not know how it happens. It is the earth which produces the grain. First the plants
appear like a blade of grass, then come the stalks, and finally the heads of grain. And when the grain
is ripe, immediately the person cuts it with a sickle, because harvest time has come.”

Jesus also said, “What else shall we say about the kingdom of God? What other parable shall we
use to explain it? It is like this. A person takes a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed in the
world, and plants it in the ground. But after it is planted, it grows up and becomes the largest of all
the garden plants. It puts out large branches so that the birds of the sky come and make their nests in
its shade.”

Jesus taught the people all they could understand. Using parables like these, he spoke God’s
word.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have substituted this reading from Ezekiel 17 for the one found in the adult lectionary. This selection
seems to fit with the parable of the mustard seed and is much less harsh than the reading from Ezekiel 31 about
God’s judgment on the proud cedars of Lebanon.

Comments for the leader:

This is a good day for visual aids. You may want to have several kinds of seeds, including mustard
seeds, of course. It would also be good if the other seeds were larger than the mustard seeds.

Begin by showing the children the seeds. Remind them that if we plant a certain flower seed, that
particular flower will grow. If we plant a pumpkin seed, a pumpkin will grow, etc. Everything the plant
needs to begin growing is already there in the seed.

Then move to the parables. You may want to remind the children that when Jesus first began his
teaching, he said that the kingdom of God is here. People must have wondered, “Where?” He told them
stories called parables to help them understand. Ask the children if they remember what Jesus said
about the mustard seed. Apparently the mustard seeds known in Israel at that time were barely visible
and yet they had all they needed to grow into a very tall plant, like a tree. Explore this wonderful
imagery with the children — a large shade tree to sit under, and one where birds would come to make
their homes. This is the comparison Jesus made to God’s kingdom, and this kingdom is what Jesus said
is very close to us. Tell the children that even if we cannot always see what God is doing, he is at work
with his plan. Just as in the first parable, God is at work — even if we are not.

Remind the children that every time we pray the prayer Jesus taught us, we pray for God’s kingdom
to come and we pray to see it here on earth. Conclude by telling the children that God has planted the
seeds of his kingdom in each one of us. If we all did those things he has taught us, his kingdom would
grow, the world could be the way God intended it to be from the very beginning, and we would be at
peace.
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PROPER 7 [The Sunday closest to June 22] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have brought us safely to this new day. Protect us by your mighty power and guide us
to fulfill your purpose. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who lives with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Job 38:1-11, 16-18
A reading from the Book of Job.

[Once there was a good and honest man whose name was Job. His life became extremely
difficult, and he questioned the Lord’s fairness and wisdom. ]

The Lord spoke to Job out of the whirlwind and said:

Who are you to question my wisdom with your foolish words? Now stand up like a man and
answer the questions I ask you. Where were you when I laid the foundation of the world? Tell me,
since you know so much about it. Who decided how big the world would be? Who measured its
size? Do you know? What holds the earth in its place? Who laid the cornerstone of the world while
the morning stars sang together and the angels shouted for joy? Who closed the doors to hold back
the sea when it burst forth from the earth and was born? It was I who covered the sea with a robe of
mist and wrapped it in dark clouds. I marked the boundary for the sea. I told it, “You may come
this far and no farther! Here your proud waves must stop.” Have you ever been to where the sea
begins? Have you walked in the valleys at the bottom of the ocean? Have you any idea just how
great the size of the world 1s? Tell me if you know.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 107
ALL:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Those who went down to the sea in ships have seen the works of the Lord, *
and his wonders in the deep.
Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose, * which tossed high the waves of the sea.

ALL:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

The waves mounted up to the heavens, and fell back to the depths; *
the hearts of the people melted because of their danger.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * and he delivered them from their distress.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

He stilled the storms to a whisper * and quieted the waves of the sea.
Then were they glad because of the calm, *
and he brought them to the harbor they were seeking.
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ALL:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * and the wonders he does for his children.
Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people *
and praise him in the council of the leaders.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Gospel reading Mark 4:35-41
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One evening after Jesus had been teaching beside the Sea of Galilee, he said to his disciples,
“Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they left the crowd, and the disciples got into the
boat with him and started across the lake. There were also other boats with them. Then a wind
storm came up, and the waves spilled over into the boat, so that it was about to be filled with water.
Now Jesus was asleep on a pillow in the back of the boat. The disciples woke him and said,
“Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to drown?”

Jesus got up and commanded the wind and the sea, “Be quiet! Be still!”

Then the wind stopped, and the sea became calm. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Why are you
afraid? How can it be that you still have no faith?”

But they were more afraid and said to one another, “Who is this man that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene for the children. It was evening, Jesus had probably been teaching all day
long there beside the water (tell them that it was called both a sea and a lake, but it was quite large), and
Jesus must have been tired and ready to be away from the crowds of people that always followed him.
Then ask the children:

* What did Jesus say to the disciples?

* What happened next? The disciples’ boat would have been a fishing boat, not a large ship, and it

would have been in a great deal of danger in a big storm.

* Where was Jesus?

» What did the disciples do? They must have been irritated with Jesus, because they thought he did

not care if they all drowned.

» What did Jesus do? What did he say to his disciples?

» How did the disciples feel? They were just beginning to learn who he really was.

Jesus’ question for them is the same as his question for us; “Why are you afraid?”

Ask the children if they have ever heard anyone talk about the “storms of life.” Ask what they think
people might mean when they speak about that type of storm. Remind them that we all go through
“storms” in our lives. We can ask Jesus to help us, and he will be there if we will trust in him.
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PROPER 8 [ The Sunday closest to June 29] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you sent your own Son Jesus to heal those who are sick and to comfort those who are afraid.
Give us courage and faith always to trust you alone. We make this prayer to you through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Deuteronomy 15:7-11

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said, “If there is anyone among you who is in need, then do not harden your hearts and
close your hands to that poor person. Instead, open your hand, and lend your neighbor whatever is
needed. Do not let this mean thought enter your heart; do not say, “The seventh year is near, the
year when debts are cancelled.” Then you might look down on your neighbor and give nothing.
And that person may cry out to the Lord against you, and you would be at fault. Give freely and
with an open heart, and the Lord will bless you in everything you do. There will always be people
among you who are poor, and so I command you, “Be generous and open your hand to those who
are poor and needy.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 112
ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

Hallelujah! Happy are those who love the Lord *
and have great delight in his commandments!
Their families will be mighty in the land; * the children of the honest will be blessed.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

Many blessings will be in their house, * and their righteousness will last forever.
Light shines in the darkness for the honest; *
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

It is good for them to be generous in lending * and to live their lives with justice.
For the righteous will never be shaken; * they will be remembered forever.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

They will not be afraid; their hearts are steady; * they put their trust in the Lord.
They have given freely to the poor, * and their righteousness continues forever.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.
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Gospel reading Mark 5:22-24, 35b-43
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One day a man named Jairus, who was a leader in the synagogue, came to Jesus. And when he
saw Jesus, he fell to his knees at Jesus’ feet and begged him again and again, “My little daughter is
about to die. Please come and lay your hands on her so that she will get well and will live!”

So Jesus went with Jairus. And a large crowd followed Jesus, and pushed in on him from every
side.

Some people came from Jairus’ house and said, “Your daughter has died. Why bother the
teacher any longer?”

Jesus heard what they said, but he said to Jairus, “Do not be afraid; only believe.”

Then Jesus did not let anyone else go on with him except Peter and the two brothers James and
John. They came to Jairus’ house, where Jesus saw people weeping and crying loudly. He went
inside and said to them, “Why are you weeping and crying? The child is not dead — she is just
asleep!”

The people laughed at him, but he sent them all outside. Then he took the little girl’s father and
mother and the others who were with him, and they went into the room where the child was. He
took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum,”* which means, “Little girl, I say to you, get
up.” The girl, who was twelve years old, got up and started walking around. Those who were there
were completely amazed. But Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell anyone what had happened.
And he told them to give the girl something to eat.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*(pronounced: Ta lee’ tha koom)

Comments for the leader:

Lead the children into the story by setting the scene. This must have been like most days in Jesus’ life
after he began his ministry. He went about teaching people about God and healing people who were sick,
and everywhere he went, large crowds followed him. Then ask the children:

* Who came up to Jesus on this particular day? What did he do and why?

» This man Jairus was one of the religious leaders, those who were sometimes Jesus’ enemies. But he
was

desperate for help. What did Jesus do?
* What news came from the man’s house? We can only imagine how Jairus must have felt at that
moment

— he was on his way home with the one who could help him, but he thought he was too late.

» What did Jesus say to him? Then what did Jesus do?

» What did he see when he got to the house? What did he say to the people?

* But what did the people do?

Have the children remember what Jesus did next — how tender the scene in the little girl’s room must
have been, and how she must have felt.

Ask the children if they remember the last thing Jesus told the people to do. This brought home the fact
that the little girl was really alive.

Conclude by telling the children that people learned things about Jesus that day — that he walks with
people when they are most afraid, that he told people that they need to believe, and that death had no power
over him. He had only to speak and a child was alive and well again.
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PROPER 9 [The Sunday closest to July 6] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your prophets to speak your Word, and you have sent us your own Son Jesus.
Open our hearts to his teachings, and let us honor him always. We ask you this through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Ezekiel 2:1-7
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

These are the words which the prophet Ezekiel spoke:

The Lord said to me, “O Man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” And as the Lord
spoke to me, his spirit came into me and set me on my feet. Then I heard him speaking to me. He
said, “O Man, I am sending you to the people of Israel. They are a nation of people who have broken
away from me. They and their ancestors before them have been turning against me to this very day.
They are stubborn and do not respect me. So I am sending you to tell them what I, the Lord God, am
saying to them. And whether they listen to you or they refuse to listen, they at least will know that a
prophet has been among them.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 123
ALL: To you, O Lord, 1 lift up my eyes.

To you I lift up my eyes, * to you on your throne in the heavens.
To you I lift up my eyes, * until you show me your mercy.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes.

As the eyes of servants look to their masters, * and the eyes of a maid look to her mistress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * until he shows us his mercy.

ALL: To you, O Lord, 1 lift up my eyes.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, * for we have had more than enough trouble.
We have been mocked too long by the rich, * and suffered the cruelty of the proud.

ALL: To you, O Lord, 1 lift up my eyes.

Gospel reading Mark 6:1-6
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus came to his home town and his disciples followed him. On the Sabbath day, he began to
teach in the synagogue. Many people heard him, and they were all amazed. They asked, “Where
did this man Jesus get all this wisdom? And how can his hands work such miracles? Isn’t he the
carpenter, the son of Mary? Isn’t he the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And
aren’t his sisters living here with us?” And they could not accept Jesus.

So Jesus said to the people, “Prophets are honored everywhere except in their own town and in
their own family and in their own home.” And he could not work any miracles there except that he
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laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. Jesus was amazed that people did not believe.
Then he went to teach in the other villages nearby.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by asking the children if they know what a prophet is. Wonder with them briefly how it must
have felt to be God’s messenger. Then ask if they have ever told someone about something important
— the truth as they knew it to be — and then had that person not believe them or even make fun of
them. Ask why they think this sort of thing happens.

Then tell the children that today we heard God’s words to his prophet Ezekiel, a man who spoke for
God hundreds of years before Jesus was born. God knew the people were stubborn, but he sent his
prophet anyway.

Next bring the children into the gospel by asking such questions as:

* Where was Jesus? What happened there? Make the comments come alive by repeating them with

the same expressions we might all use.

* How do you think this made Jesus feel? (One of our priests told us that the most difficult
preaching for him is what he does in front of his own parents and siblings.) This was a
frustrating challenge for Jesus.

» What did Jesus do when he was not accepted?

Conclude by telling the children that we see Jesus as a real person here, frustrated as we often are.
But he had work to do and so he moved forward. Remind them that nearly every Sunday near the end of
the service we say the prayer that asks God to send us out to “do the work you have given us to do with
gladness and singleness of heart.” That was what Jesus did, although it was not always easy, and that is
what we must do also. We must move forward to serve God in whatever way he chooses for us.
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PROPER 10 [The Sunday closest to July 13] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you call us to be your faithful messengers in the world. Send us out to do the work you have
given us to do — to love and serve you with gladness. We ask you this through your Son Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading Amos 7:7-15

(Note: Before the first reading, tell the children that a “plumb line” is a tool used to tell whether a wall
is straight. This tool has a string with a weight tied to the end so that when it is held up, the weight
pulls the string perfectly straight. If you have access to a plumb line, bring it to show the children.)

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos.

These are the words which the prophet Amos spoke:

This is what the Lord showed me. The Lord was standing by a straight wall, and he had a plumb
line in his hand. Then the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”

I said, “A plumb line.”

Then the Lord said, “See, I am putting a plumb line among my people Israel to show that they
are like a wall that is crooked. I will not overlook their sins any longer. The places where they
worship their false gods will be destroyed. And their king will be king no more.”

Now when Amos spoke these words, the people of Israel became angry, and the priest of the
temple said to Amos, “Prophet, go on back to Judah. Earn your living as a prophet there. Do not
prophesy here any more.”

Then Amos answered him, “I am not the kind of prophet who prophesies for money. I was not
even born to be a prophet. Instead, [ am a shepherd, and I also take care of sycamore trees. But the
Lord took me away from my work tending the flock. He said to me, ‘Go and prophesy to my people
Israel.” ”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 85
ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Show us your mercy, * and grant us your salvation.
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to him.

ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who respect him, *
and his glory will be seen in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; * righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
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ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Righteousness shall walk before the Lord, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

ALL:  Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Gospel reading Mark 6:7-13
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus called together the twelve disciples and began to send them out two by two. He ordered
them to take nothing with them on their way except a walking stick — no bread, no bag, and no
money in their pockets. He told them to wear sandals, but not to take extra clothing. He said to
them, “When you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any place does not
welcome you, or its people do not listen to you, then leave that place. As you leave, shake off the
dust from your feet. That will show the people that they were wrong not to welcome you!”

So the disciples went out and preached that people should change their hearts and their lives.
And they anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that those who were present last week heard about Jesus trying to
preach in his home town and how the people there did not accept him. He went on to other towns doing
the work God had given him to do. He found there was so much to do that he couldn’t do it alone. He
had chosen his twelve disciples who had been with him, and now he sent them out to help him with his
work. Then tell the children that he did not send them alone and ask how he sent them. Explore the
next idea with the children by asking them:

* Have you ever gone on a trip?

» What did you take with you? Expect answers like clothes, toys, books, suitcases, music, etc.

* What did your parents bring? Did they have money and perhaps food?

» What did Jesus tell his disciples to take along when they were traveling?

» Why would he tell them this? Did he want them to be worried about their extra things? Who

would
provide for them?
* Then, just as he was rejected in his home town, he thought they might sometimes not be welcomed.
What were they to do if no one welcomed them?

Remind the children that, just like the prophet Amos, these disciples were not trained in teaching or
healing. At least four were fishermen, and one was a tax collector, until Jesus called them. He asked
them to go out for him, to live simply, and to trust in God. Conclude by telling the children that the
church still sends people out to faraway places in all parts of the world, and when they go, they do not
take much with them, and they believe God called them to do this work. But remind them that even if
we live all our lives right where we are, we can still live simply and not worry about “things.” We can
trust in God always, and do the work he gives us to do.
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PROPER 11 [The Sunday closest to July 20] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are most high and holy, yet you come near to give us your peace and healing. Make our
hearts thankful that you comfort us and feed us. We make this prayer to you through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 57:14b-21
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says: Build a road! Build a road! Prepare the way! Make the way clear for my
people!

For this is what the most high God says, the one who lives forever, the one whose name is holy: I
live in the high and holy place, but I also live with people who are humble and broken-hearted. I lift
the spirits of the humble and heal the hearts that are broken. For these are the souls that I myself
have created, and I do not want to be angry with them. I was angry with them because they were
dishonest and greedy. I have seen how they acted, but I will heal them. I will lead them and
comfort them, and even those who were sad will praise me.

Peace! Peace to all, both far and near! I will heal my people! says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 22:22-30
ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

Praise the Lord, O Israel; * stand in awe of him, and give him glory.
For he does not forget the poor or ignore their suffering; *
neither does he hide his face from them; but when they cry to him he hears them.

ALL:  All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

I will praise him in the great congregation; *
I will keep my promises with those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, * and those who seek the Lord shall praise him.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
For the Lord is King; * he rules over the nations.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

My soul shall live for him; my children shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord’s forever.
They shall come and make known to a people not yet born * the saving deeds that he has done.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 133



Gospel reading Mark 6:30-44
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After the disciples had been out teaching, they returned to Jesus and told him everything they
had done. But so many people were coming and going that Jesus and his disciples did not even have
a chance to eat. So Jesus said to them, “Come, let us go by ourselves to a quiet place where you can
rest a while.” So they went away in a boat to a place where they could be alone. But some of the
people saw them leave and knew where they were going. Many people from all the towns ran ahead
on foot and got there first. As Jesus got out of the boat, he saw this large crowd. He felt sorry for
them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.
When it was getting late, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This is a lonely place, and the hour is
now very late. Send the people away so they can go to the farms and villages nearby and be able to
buy themselves something to eat.”

But Jesus answered, “You give them something to eat.”

They said to him, “Do you want us to go and spend two hundred silver coins on enough bread to
feed everyone?”

And Jesus asked them, “How many loaves of bread do you have now? Go and see.”

When they had found out, they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish.”

Then Jesus told his disciples to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So the
people sat down in groups of a hundred and groups of fifty. Jesus took the five loaves and the two
fish. Looking up to heaven, he blessed and broke the loaves, then gave them to his disciples to give
to the people. Then he also divided the two fish among them all. Everyone ate and was satisfied.
Then the disciples filled twelve baskets with the pieces of bread and fish that were left over. And
the number of people who were fed was at least five thousand.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

The story of the feeding of the multitude appears here for the third time in just about a year (Proper
13-A, and 4 Lent-B), but the children always seem to enjoy hearing it.

You may want to have a loaf of unsliced bread, and the softer and tastier, the better. Keep the bread
in a spot not visible to the children until it is time to use it.

Remind the children that Jesus had sent the disciples out two by two to work and that they had just
returned. They were tired and probably hungry, and they must have had lots of things to talk about. But
Jesus had been busy, too, and he was surrounded by many people. In fact, he and his disciples had not
even had a chance to eat. Then lead the children into the details of the story by asking such questions
as:

» What did Jesus say to the disciples?

* What happened — were they able to be alone?

* How did Jesus feel? Explore briefly the sheep/shepherd image (the fact that sheep need a leader,
rather than the limited intellect of sheep). Explore the fact that Jesus always had compassion for
people.

At the end of the day, what did the disciples say?

* How did Jesus answer? That was most unusual, and the disciples must have been amazed.

» What food did the disciples have? What did Jesus do?
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Now take the loaf (or loaves) of bread and demonstrate the four-fold eucharistic action. In our
experience, the children are very quiet and focused as we hold the bread up and say, “He took the bread
and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it to his disciples to give to the people.” Walk through the
room and give each child a piece of the bread. You do not need to speak of the eucharistic connection;
the action will speak for you. Conclude by telling the children that we don’t know exactly what
happened for the 5,000 people that day, but even if there had been 50,000 people, there would have been
enough. When God feeds us, we all have enough. God is so gracious; there is always plenty.
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PROPER 12 [The Sunday closest to July 27] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your own Son Jesus to show that you love us and care for us. Help us to see
that you are with us always, even in the middle of our fear and trouble. We ask you this through
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

First reading IT Kings 2:1-15
A reading from the Second Book of Kings.

The time came for the Lord to take Elijah, his prophet in Israel, up to heaven in a whirlwind. So
Elijah set out with Elisha, [the one God had chosen to be his next prophet, the one to follow Elijah].
And on the way Elijah said, “Elisha, you stay here; the Lord is sending me to Jericho.”

But Elisha answered, “No, as the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I promise I will not leave
you.”

So they went on to Jericho. A group of prophets who lived at Jericho came out to Elisha and
asked him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?”

Elisha answered, “Yes, I know, but be quiet. I do not want to talk about it.”

Then Elijah said, “Elisha, you stay here. The Lord is sending me to the Jordan river.”

But again Elisha answered, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I promise I will not
leave you.”

So they went on together. Fifty of the prophets followed them and stood at a short distance away
as Elijah and Elisha stopped by the Jordan River. Then Elijah took off his coat [which was called a
mantle], rolled it up, and struck the water with it. The water was parted to the right and to the left,
and the two of them crossed to the other side on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Tell me what you want me to do for you before I am taken away.”

Elisha answered, “Let me receive a double share of your spirit.”

Elijah said to him, “You have asked a hard thing. Yet, if you see me as I am being taken away,
then what you have asked for will be given to you. And if you do not see me, then you will not have
it.”

As they were walking and talking, a chariot of fire came between them, and it was pulled by
horses of fire. Then Elijah was taken up to heaven by a whirlwind. Elisha saw it and cried out,
“Father! Father! I see the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!” And he could not see Elijah
anymore.

Elisha grabbed his own clothing and tore it to show how sad he was. Then he picked up Elijah’s
mantle that had fallen from him, and he went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan river. He
struck the water with Elijah’s mantle and said, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he
struck the water, it was parted to the right and to the left, and he crossed over to the other side on dry
ground. The group of prophets from Jericho saw him at a distance and said, “The spirit of Elijah has
come to rest on Elisha!” They went to meet him and bowed down before him.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 114
ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, *
when the people of Jacob came out of that foreign land,
Then Judah became God’s holy place * and Israel became his own.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

The sea looked and ran away; * the Jordan River turned and went back.
The mountains danced like sheep, * and the little hills skipped like lambs.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

What happened, O sea, that you ran away? * O Jordan, what made you turn back?
Y ou mountains, what made you dance like sheep? *
You little hills, why did you skip like lambs?

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

Tremble, O earth, at the coming of the Lord, * at the nearness of the God of Jacob.
For he has turned the hard rock into a pool of water * and stones into a flowing spring.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

Gospel reading Mark 6:45-51
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

At the end of the day, after Jesus had fed the crowd with the loaves of bread and the fish, he
made his disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the other side of the lake. And Jesus said
goodbye to the crowd and sent them away. Then he went up to the mountain to pray. When evening
came, the boat with the disciples was out in the middle of the lake, while Jesus was alone on the
land. He saw that his disciples were working hard to row the boat because the wind was blowing
against them. Then sometime before morning, he came to them, walking on the water. He was
almost past them when they saw him walking there. They thought it was a ghost and they cried out.
They all saw him and were terrified. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Don’t worry!
Itis I! Do not be afraid!” Then he got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped blowing. And
the disciples were completely amazed.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Lead the children into the scene by telling them that it was evening, the same day that Jesus and his
disciples had tried to get away together. Remind them that crowds of people followed, and Jesus had
fed them with the five loaves and two fish. Everyone must have been very tired. Then ask such
questions as:

» What did Jesus tell the disciples to do?

» What did Jesus do then?

In the night the wind was strong. Perhaps the disciples were worried, but Mark does not say that.
Jesus came to his disciples in an unusual way. Ask the children how Jesus came to them. Then ask:
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» What did the disciples think? How did they feel? Were they happy?

You may want to follow with a leading question such as: Was it really a ghost?
Then ask:

» What did Jesus do?

» What happened to the wind?

Finally, ask what God would like us to know from this story. Conclude by saying that sometimes
we are all like the disciples in the boat being tossed about by wind and waves. That is the way life can
seem to us. We try as hard as we can, but we cannot seem to make any progress with what we need to
do. Sometimes things are just too hard for us. Maybe we feel all alone, as Elisha did, wondering where
God is. Maybe God sends us off to do something difficult, just as Jesus sent the disciples off. But he is
always ready to help us, sometimes coming to us in unusual ways when we are the most tired and
troubled, showing us his way, and telling us not to be afraid.
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PROPER 13 [The Sunday closest to August 3] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you give bread to your people when they are hungry. Help us to know that your Son
Jesus is the true bread of life, and may we always feed on him in our hearts and be thankful. We ask
you this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First reading Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15, 31
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

After the people of Israel had escaped from the land of Egypt and were camped out in the desert,
they all grumbled to Moses and his brother Aaron. They said, “We wish that the Lord had killed us
in Egypt. At least there we could sit down by the cooking pots and eat as much as we wanted. But
you have brought us out here into the desert where we will all starve to death.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now I am going to send bread for all of you down from the
heavens like rain. And every day the people must go out and gather only enough for that day. In
this way I can test them to find out if they will obey me.”

The Lord also said to Moses, “I have heard my people complaining. Say this to them, ‘In the
evening you will have meat to eat, and in the morning you will have all the bread you want. Then
you will know that I am the Lord your God.””

In the evening a large flock of quail flew in and covered the camp, and in the morning there was
a layer of dew all around the camp. When the dew dried up, there was something thin and flaky like
frost on the desert ground. When the people saw it, they asked each other, “What is that?” because
they did not know what it was.

Moses said to them, “This is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”

And the people of Israel called it manna. The manna was white, and the taste of it was like
wafers made with honey.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 78
ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. *
The Lord has worked wonders in the land of Egypt.
He opened up the sea and let our people pass through; *
he made the water stand up like walls.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

The Lord led them with a cloud by day, * and all the night through with a glow of fire.
He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them water to drink as from the great deep.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

But the people turned against God and said, * “Can God set a table in the wilderness?
True, he struck the rock, and the waters gushed out, *
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but is he able to give bread for his people?”
ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

So he commanded the clouds above * and opened the doors of heaven.
He rained down manna upon them to eat * and gave them grain from heaven.
So mortals ate the bread of angels; * he provided for them food enough.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

Gospel reading John 6:24-35
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

The next day, after Jesus had fed the crowds with the loaves of bread and the fish, the people
who were still there saw that he and his disciples were gone. So they got into boats and went to the
town of Capernaum, looking for Jesus. When the people found him there on the other side of the
lake, they said to him, “Teacher, when did you get here?”

Jesus answered, “I am telling you the truth. You are not looking for me because you saw me do
miracles; no, you are looking for me because you ate the bread and you had all you wanted. Do not
work for the food that spoils, but work for the food that lasts forever. This is the food which I will
give you. This is what God, the Father, wants.”

They asked him, “What are the things God wants us to do?”

Jesus answered, “What God wants you to do is this: believe in the one he has sent.”

They said to him, “What miracle will you work so that we may see it and believe that you are the
one? What will you do? Our ancestors before us ate manna in the desert. The scriptures say, ‘He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ”

Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth. Moses was not the one who gave you the bread from
heaven. My Father is the one who gives you the real bread from heaven. God’s bread comes down
from heaven and gives life to the world.”

They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry.
Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Note: Beginning this Sunday, the adult lectionary has four weeks in a row of readings concerning the bread of life
taken from John’s gospel. In our experience, children cannot profit from this much exposure to abstract
teachings. We have condensed the material to two weeks’ worth; in fact, we have offered suggestions for an
alternate choice for the second week. We have substituted two famous stories that children can easily hear more
than once in a three-year cycle for the readings of the other two weeks.

Comments for the leader:
Begin by telling the children that they have heard three readings with the word bread in them.
Spend a little time with the Old Testament reading by asking such questions as:
* Do you remember the name of the leader who led the people of Israel out of Egypt where they had
been slaves?
» They were going to be free people, but they were complaining. Why?
» What did God do? What did the people say about what God sent?
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Conclude this part by telling the children that the important thing here is God’s promise to meet his
people’s needs. Then move into the gospel story by reminding the children that God met the needs of
the people by feeding them when Jesus used only the five loaves of bread and two fish. Then they
followed Jesus. But he was disappointed with them. Ask the children:

» Why was Jesus disappointed? What did he say to the people?

» What else did he say about real food?

» What did he say about himself? He wanted people to look not only at what he did, but at who he

was.

Wonder with the children what he might have meant. Ask them if they have ever been hungry.
They can all relate to that feeling; sometimes it can be so strong that it hurts. Then ask if they have ever
heard someone say something like, “That person is hungry for money,” or “She is just hungry to learn
more.” Ask if they know what that means. If the children need help, tell them that people can want or
need something so much that it does feel like hunger. Then bring them to the idea that people can
sometimes have a feeling that something is missing in their lives, and that feeling is like hunger, too.
Maybe that was what Jesus was talking about when he spoke about himself. Conclude by telling the
children that when we come to God’s altar — God’s table — we come for that kind of food. Just as God
sent the manna for his people in the desert, so he also sent his own Son Jesus, and he fills all the empty
places in our lives. He promises that we will never be hungry in that way again.
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PROPER 14 [The Sunday closest to August 10] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have brought us to this place, and you give us everything we need. When you bring us
to your table, help us to see Jesus with us in the bread and the wine. We ask you this through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

First reading Deuteronomy 8:1-10

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said, “You must faithfully keep all the commandments I give you today. Then you will
live and grow in numbers. And you will have the land that the Lord promised to your ancestors
before you. Remember the long journey through the desert on which the Lord your God led you
these past forty years. He has made you humble to test you. He wanted to know what was in your
hearts. He wanted to know whether you would obey his commandments. He let you go hungry, and
then he gave you manna to eat. Manna was something that you and your ancestors had never seen
before. He did this to make you understand that people do not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. During these forty years your clothes did not wear out,
and your feet did not swell. Know in your heart that the Lord your God was training you just as a
parent trains a child.

“Therefore keep the commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by
honoring him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land — a land with flowing
streams, with springs and underground waters gushing out in the valleys and hills. This is a land of
wheat and barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and honey. It is a land where you will have
plenty to eat and where you will have everything you need. It is a land whose rocks contain iron and
in whose hills you can mine copper. You will have all you want to eat, and you will bless the Lord
your God for the good land that he has given you.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 34
ALL:  Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times; * his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I will glory in the Lord; * let us exalt his Name altogether.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me * and took away all my fears.
I called to the Lord, and he heard me * and saved me from all my troubles.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

Look upon the Lord and be radiant; * taste and see that the Lord is good.
Come, children, and listen to me; * I will teach you to honor the Lord.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, * and his ears are open when they call.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 145



The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, * and he rescues them from their distress.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

Gospel reading John 6:51-69%
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will
live forever. The bread that I will give is my body, and I give it for the life of the world.”

Then the people began to argue among themselves. They said, “How can this man give us his
body to eat?”

So Jesus said to them, “I am telling you the truth. Unless you eat and drink of me*, you will not
have life in yourselves. Those who do these things will live in me, and I will live in them. They
will have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day. For my body and blood are the real
food and drink.”

Now when many of Jesus’ followers heard him say these words, they said, “This teaching is too
hard. Who can stand to listen to it?”

Jesus knew what they were complaining about, so he said to them, “Does this upset you? The
words I have spoken to you bring spirit and life. Yet some of you do not believe. This is why I told
you that no one can come to me unless the Father makes it possible.”

Because of this, many of Jesus’ followers turned back and would not go with him any more. So
he asked the twelve disciples, “Do you also want to leave?”

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal
life. And now we believe and know that you are the Holy One from God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We think the John reading may be difficult for children (although we have softened the wording to a
simpler form “eat and drink of me”). It would be possible, although we do not recommend it, to separate the John
reading into three short sections to be used here and in Propers 15 and 16, as it appears in the adult lectionary.
Another possibility is to use an unused proper such as Proper 1, Proper 2, etc.

Comments for the leader:

If you have chosen to read from John’s gospel, you may want to use the idea, although it is not
universally accepted, that the word body could be thought of as person, and the word blood as life. Refer to
the thoughts in the Old Testament reading that God had fed his people with manna in the desert hundreds of
years before this time, and then he had brought them to a good place where they would have what they
needed. Jesus knew that people need much more than that type of food. Their souls need to be fed, too. He
wanted his life — his very self — to be with those who followed him. But his words sounded strange to the
people, and many who had been following him and listening to his teaching went away. That was a natural
reaction to something so strange and new. Help the children to realize that Jesus must have worried then
about his disciples. Would they leave him, too? Would he have to start all over again? Would he have to
give up altogether? Then ask the children if they remember who spoke up. (It was often Peter who did.)
You will have accomplished something if you can capture some of the poignancy of that moment. Peter
responds with a question and then with a firm statement of faith — “You are the One.” Conclude by telling
the children that when we have special meals, the most important thing is the people who share these meals
with us. When we go to the Eucharist, we are coming together at God’s own table for a special meal.

When we take the bread and the wine, we are given his life to feed us in ways we cannot even understand,
but we know Jesus is there with us and in us feeding our souls.
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PROPER 15 [The Sunday closest to August 17] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are always ready to take care of us. May we put our trust in you and grow in wisdom.
We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
First reading Proverbs 9:1-6
A reading from the Book of Proverbs.

Wisdom has built her house. She has carved seven pillars for it. She has prepared her food and
wine and set her table. She has sent out her servants. Then from the highest places in the town, she
calls out to invite everyone to come. She says, “All you who want wisdom, come here! Come and
eat of my bread and drink of my wine! Put aside your foolish ways; come and live and walk in my
way, in the way of wisdom.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 147
ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * How pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
The Lord lifts up the lowly; * he heals the brokenhearted.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He counts the number of the stars * and calls them all by their names.
He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth; *
he makes grass to grow on the mountains.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He provides food for flocks and herds and for young ravens when they call; *
he satisfies us with the finest wheat.
O Jerusalem, he has brought peace on your borders; * he has blessed all your children.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He gives snow like wool; * he scatters frost like ashes and his hail like bread crumbs.
Then he sends forth his word and melts them; * he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; * there is no limit to his wisdom.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!
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Gospel reading Luke 15:11-32*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus told this parable:

Once there was a man who had two sons. The younger son said to him, “Father, someday half of
your property will belong to me. Give me my share now.” So the man divided his property between
his two sons.

A few days later the younger son sold his share of the property. Then he left home with the
money and went to a country far away. There he wasted all his money buying things he didn’t need
and doing things he shouldn’t do. Then, in the country where he was living, there was a great
famine, a time when there was not enough food. The young man had nothing, so he took a job on a
farm feeding the pigs. He was so hungry that he would have eaten the pigs’ food, but no one gave
him anything to eat. Then he came to his senses and said, “All my father’s hired workers have more
than enough food, and here I am starving to death! I will go to my father, and I will say, “Father, I
have sinned against God and against you. I do not deserve to be called your son any more. Please
just let me be like one of your hired workers.”

So he left that country and started back to his father’s house. Before he reached home, his father
saw him coming, and his father’s heart was filled with tenderness. He ran and threw his arms
around his son’s neck and kissed him. The son said, “Father, I have sinned against God and against
you. I do not deserve to be called your son any more.” But the father called to his servants and said,
“Hurry! Bring the finest calf and prepare it. Let us have a feast to celebrate! For this son of mine
was dead, and now he is alive. He was lost, and now he is found.” And so the celebration began.

Now the older son was out in the fields. On his way back to the house, he heard music and
dancing. He called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. The servant said, “Your
brother has come back safe and sound. And because of this, your father has prepared the best calf
for a feast.”

The older brother was so angry that he would not go into the house. So his father came out and
begged him to go in. But he said to his father, “Look, all these years I have served you, and I have
never at any time disobeyed you. Yet you have never given me even so much as a goat so I could
have a feast for my friends. But this son of yours has wasted all your money living a wild life. And
now when he comes back home, you kill the best calf for him!”

Then the father said to him, “You, my dear son, are always here with me, and everything that is
mine is also yours. But we have to rejoice and celebrate because your brother was dead, and now he
is alive. He was lost, and now he is found!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We think that two more weeks of reading about “the bread of life” from John’s gospel, although important
for adults, is too much for children. This week and next we have substituted two of the beloved stories from the
gospels which we thought should be included more than once in three years for children.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children this is one of the most famous parables which Jesus told. Ask whether
anyone knows the name of the story. Tell them that prodigal means wasteful, and that this is a story
about a father and his two sons. Then, to focus on the details of the story, ask such questions as:

» What did the younger son ask his father? What did he do then?

» What happened when he had nothing left and was in that far-away country? What job did he take?

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
148 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



* What idea did he have about how he could save himself?
» What happened when his father saw him?

Have the children imagine how happy that young man felt, how happy the father felt, and then ask
about the older brother.

* Where was he? Was he happy when he found out about the celebration?

* What did he say?

Tell the children that the question for us is what God wants us to know from this story. Lead them
to the ideas that for God, as for that father, there is no end to his love for his children. Sometimes we
are like the younger brother and do not stay close to God. But if we return, he welcomes us and loves
us. Sometimes we are like the older brother. We have been good and we do not want God to welcome
someone else who has not stayed close to God. But that is all up to God. Whatever we do, we know
that God always loves us, and we know that being “close to God” is always the best place to be.
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PROPER 16 [The Sunday closest to August 24] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are the one who protects us and cares for us. Make us always ready to serve you by
caring for other people. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-17, 25-28

(Note: Before the reading you may want to define the word “covenant” as a two-way promise, or
an agreement in which both people involved make a promise to each other.)

A reading from the Book of Joshua.

[After Moses died, Joshua became the leader of the people of Israel. He led them across the
Jordan River and into the land which God had promised to give them. Many years later, when
Joshua was a very old man,] he called the people of Israel together. He reminded the people of all
the things the Lord had done for them, and he told them the Lord wanted their respect and
faithfulness. Joshua said to the people, “You must decide for yourselves this day and choose the one
you will serve. But as for me and the people of my house, we will serve the Lord.”

The people answered, “We will serve the Lord! We know that he was the one who brought us
up out of the land of Egypt where we had been slaves, and that he protected us as we traveled. We
will serve the Lord; he is our God.”

Then Joshua made a covenant between the people and the Lord. He gave the people of Israel all
the laws they should follow, and he wrote them down in the Book of the Law. Then Joshua took a
large stone and put it under the oak tree where the people worshiped. And he said to the people,
“This stone has heard your words, and it shall be a sign and a witness of your promise to the Lord.”

Then Joshua sent the people back to their homes.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 16
ALL: [ have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

O Lord, you are all I need and all I want; * it is you who uphold me.
My share in life has been pleasant; * indeed, you have been good to me.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

I will bless the Lord who guides me; * my heart teaches me night after night.
I have the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

My heart is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.
You will show me the path of life; you will give me fullness of joy, *
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”
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Gospel reading Luke 10:25-37*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now a teacher of the religious law stood up and tried to trick Jesus with this question. He said,
“What must I do to receive eternal life?”

Jesus said to him, “What is written in the scriptures? What do you read there?”

The man answered, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength, and with all your mind. And you must love your neighbor as you love
yourself.”

Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer. Do all these things and eternal life will be
yours.”

But the man questioned Jesus further. He asked, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus answered the man’s question by telling this parable:

Once there was a man who was going down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. Suddenly
robbers attacked him. They stole his clothing and beat him up. Then they went away and left him
half dead. It so happened that a priest in the temple was going down that same road. When the
priest saw the man, he passed by him and walked on the other side of the road. In the same way
another religious leader came by. When he saw the man, he also passed by him and walked on the
other side of the road. Finally a man from Samaria was traveling on that road and came to the place
where the man was lying. When the Samaritan saw the man, his heart was filled with pity, and he
went over to him. He cleaned the man’s wounds and bandaged them. Then he put the hurt man up
on the animal he himself had been riding. The Samaritan took the man to an inn and took care of
him there. The next day the Samaritan took two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper and
said, “Take care of this man. When I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you have
spent on him.”

When Jesus had finished telling the parable, he asked, “Which one of these three men do you
think was a neighbor to the man who had been attacked by the robbers?”

The teacher of the religious law answered, “The one who helped him.”

And Jesus said, “You go, then, and do the same.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We think that more material on “the bread of life” from John’s gospel, although important for adults, is too
much for children. Last week and this we have substituted two of the beloved stories from the gospels which we
think should be included more than once in three years for children. If you prefer to follow the adult lectionary
for today, see the note in Proper 14 and use the last portion of that day’s gospel reading.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene for the children. Once again the religious leaders were trying to trick
Jesus. Jesus asked one of the people questioning him to give the main rule for life. Ask the children
what the leader’s answer was and whether or not the leader was correct. But what was the leader’s next
trick question? How did Jesus answer?

Ask the children to retell the parable by using leading questions such as:

» What happened to the man who was traveling on the Jerusalem-Jericho road?

* Who came by? What did he do?

* Who saw the man next, and what did he do?
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Remind the children that this parable tells a story about people like their priest or Sunday school
teacher. They ignore another person who is hurt or who needs their care.

Then ask the children who was the next person to come along the road. Tell them that people from
Israel did not always like people from Samaria. Sometimes people from Israel thought they were better
than Samaritans. Ask the children what the Samaritan did.

You may want to ask the children who their neighbors are. Be prepared to control the numbers of
comments. If someone has said “the person next door,” you may want to expand that concept gradually
with such comments as, “What about the next house, or the next street?” Or, if “the person next to me at
school” is the answer, then expand to, “What about the next row, or the person on the playground, or the
new student at school?” In this way you can lead them to what Jesus said every one of us should do.

This is the message for all of us today: we must “go and do the same!” We must always be ready to
help others.
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PROPER 17 [The Sunday closest to August 31] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, in your commandments you have given us wisdom and understanding. May we follow in
your ways and praise you not only with our lips but also with our lives. We ask you this through
your Son Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Deuteronomy 4:1-9
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said: People of Israel, listen to the laws and commandments that [ am teaching you.
Obey them and you will live and take the land which the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving
you. Do not add anything to what I tell you, and do not take anything away. But obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I give you. See, I have taught you all the laws and
commandments, just as the Lord my God told me to do. Obey them faithfully. Then when the
people of other nations hear about these laws, they will say, “Surely this great nation of Israel is
wise and understanding.” I tell you that the Lord our God is near to us, and he answers us whenever
we call to him. No other nation, no matter how great, has laws and commandments that are as fair as
the ones I am giving you today. But be careful that you do not forget, for as long as you live, the
things you have seen with your own eyes. Teach them to your children and your grandchildren.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 15
ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

Lord, who may enter your holy temple? * who may live upon your holy mountain?
People who are innocent and do what is right, * who speak the truth from their hearts.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

They tell no lies; they do no evil to their friends; *
they do not spread rumors about their neighbors.
They have sworn to do no wrong, * and they keep their promise.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

They are not selfish in giving their money, * nor do they take money to hurt innocent people.
Whoever does these things * shall always be secure.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

Gospel reading Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Some teachers of the religious law and other religious leaders came from Jerusalem and gathered
around Jesus. Now these religious leaders, as well as the rest of the Jewish people, followed an old
custom: they did not eat unless they first washed their hands in a certain way. Also, they did not eat
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anything that came from the market unless they washed it in a certain way, too. And they followed
many other customs such as the special way to wash cups, pots, and copper bowls. The religious
leaders and teachers of the law noticed that some of Jesus’ disciples were eating their food without
washing their hands in the special way. So they asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples not follow the
old custom, but instead they eat with unwashed hands?”

Jesus answered them, “You are foolish! The prophet Isaiah was right when he wrote what God
said about you: These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me. Itis
useless for them to worship me because they teach rules made by humans as though they were my
laws!”

And he said to them, “You put aside God’s commandments and obey the rules you have made up
yourselves.”

Then Jesus called the people to him again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand what I am saying. It is not what goes into someone from the outside that is good or bad,
but rather it is what comes from the inside, from the heart, which makes the difference.”*

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have condensed this part of the passage and interpreted Jesus’ words. We felt that the extensive list
of “evil intentions” was unnecessary for young children, but we tried to capture the meaning of the verses.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by asking the children if they have ever played a game with someone and had the rules of the
game changed. Maybe the other person made up the rules as he or she went along. Maybe so many
rules were added or changed that they could not even remember all of them. Then ask how they felt. At
the very least they may have wanted to give up and not play the game anymore. Then tell the children
that is a little bit like the way things were for people in Jesus’ time. There were so many religious laws
that it was hard to keep them. Next tell the children that sometimes people begin to do something in a
certain way which becomes a habit. They begin to think they Aave to do it just that way. They are
almost afraid to do otherwise. (Perhaps you have a personal example like mine. I used to think I had to
wave to my parents until they were out of sight. I was afraid something would happen if I didn’t.) Then
you might cite an example from your church. For instance, you might always fill the altar rail from a
certain direction. Ask the children if they think that is a rule and if they think that is important to God.
Bring them into the gospel story with the connection that something similar had happened in Jesus’
time. Ask such questions as:

» What did the religious leaders notice that the disciples had neglected to do?

» What did Jesus say in response to their questions?

» What did he say at the very end of the story?

Conclude by saying that we all try to have good manners, and sometimes these help people to be
more comfortable. But if we become so “hung up” on manners and rules that we forget how important
people are, then we are not living the way God would want us to live. God looks into our hearts. He
wants to find there not just a person who knows and follows a list of rules. He wants to find an honest
and caring person.
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PROPER 18 [The Sunday closest to September 7] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are the one who heals and saves us. May our ears be open to your word, and may our
tongues sing your praise. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 35:4-7a
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

These are the words which the Lord spoke to his prophet Isaiah:

Say to those who are afraid, “Be strong! Have courage! Do not fear! Your God is coming with
justice to reward and save you!” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
shall be unstopped. Those who are crippled shall leap like deer, and the tongues of those who
cannot speak shall sing for joy. For water shall gush forth in the dry lands, and streams shall flow in
the desert. The burning sands shall become a lake, and the thirsty ground shall have springs of
water.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 146
ALL:  Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Hallelujah! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; *
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Happy are they who have God to help them; * their hope is in the Lord their God.

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

The Lord made the heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
he keeps his promise forever.
He gives justice to those who are oppressed, * and food to those who are hungry.

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and the widow.

The Lord shall be King forever; * he is your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 157



Gospel reading Mark 7:31-37

Note: Before you begin the gospel reading, you may want to define the words deaf and mute for
the children.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus went to the area of the Ten Cities near the Sea of Galilee. There some people came to him
and brought a man who was deaf and could hardly speak. They begged Jesus to lay his hands on the
man. So Jesus took him off alone, away from the crowd. He put his fingers in the man’s ears. Then
he spat on his own fingers and touched the man’s tongue. Jesus looked up to heaven, and with a
deep sigh, said to him, “Ephphatha!” This means, “Be opened.” At once the man’s ears were
opened, and he was able to hear. His tongue was freed, and he began to speak clearly. Then Jesus
told the people not to say anything about what had happened. But the more he told them this, the
more they talked about it. And everyone who heard was completely amazed. They said about Jesus:
“He does everything well! He even makes the deaf able to hear and the mute able to speak!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:
Lead the children into this wonderful story by telling them that Jesus was out doing what he always
did — he was teaching and healing people. Then ask such questions as:
* Who came to see Jesus? Was he alone?
* What did they ask of Jesus?
» What did Jesus do? Wonder with the children how the man must have felt to have this now famous
man Jesus take him off alone away from the crowd.
* What did Jesus do and then say next? You may want to tell the children that spittle was believed to
help in healing and that this was not an unusual practice.
» What happened?

You may now want to explore with the children how the man must have felt at that point. You may
want to ask them to name some of their favorite sounds. (If you have a child who is hearing impaired,
you will want to be sensitive in your handling of the subject.) We so often take for granted the gift of
hearing. A silent world with no voices of friends, no music, no rustling leaves in fall, no insects in
summer, no rain on the roof has none of the richness we are used to. Think with the children of the
effort it takes to communicate with each other without being able to speak or hear. This was the world
of the man who came to Jesus — he could not have imagined all the sounds around him. Then suddenly
his world was completely changed. He did not hear Jesus speak the words, but he experienced his
touch. Conclude by telling the children that sometimes we are just like this man. We are not physically
deaf, but we do not hear God’s call to us. Sometimes we need other people to bring us to Jesus. Then
we do not have to do anything at all except be alone with God and let him touch our lives. Then after he
has spoken to us, we know how much we are changed — more than we could have possibly imagined.
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PROPER 19 [The Sunday closest to September 14] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, each one of us is precious to you. Help us always to see people as you do, and to treat every
person as someone special. We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading James 2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18*
A reading from the Letter from James.

My sisters and brothers, if you have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, you will never treat
some people as though they are more important than others. Suppose a person wearing fancy
clothing and a gold ring comes to your church, and a poor person wearing worn-out clothing also
comes. Then suppose you notice the one wearing the fancy clothing and say, “Sit here in a good
seat.” But you say to the poor one, “Stand over there,” or, “Sit here on the floor.” If you do this,
then aren’t you acting like a judge and treating one person as being more important than another?
Listen, my dear friends! Hasn’t God chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith? And hasn’t he
promised them a share of the kingdom which he will give to everyone who loves him?

The law of the kingdom, which is found in the scriptures, is this: “You shall love your neighbor
as you love yourself.” If you obey this law, you will be doing the right thing. But if you treat some
people better because of the way they look, then you will be breaking this law.

And now, my sisters and brothers, what good is it for you to say that you believe if your actions
do not show it? If you know people who need clothing or food, it is not enough to say, “Go in
peace. Keep warm and eat well.” Unless you give them what they need, what good are your words?
So it is with faith. Faith all by itself without any actions is dead. But someone might say, “One
person has faith; another has actions.” My answer is this, “Show me how anyone can have faith
without actions. I will show by my actions that I believe.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 116
ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my prayer, *
because he has turned his ear toward me whenever I called upon him.
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * our God is full of compassion.

ALL: Iwill call upon the Name of the Lord.

The Lord watches over the innocent; * I was brought very low, and he helped me.
Be at peace, O my soul, * for the Lord has treated you well.

ALL: Iwill call upon the Name of the Lord.

For he has rescued my life from death, * my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk with the Lord * in the land of the living.

ALL: Iwill call upon the Name of the Lord.
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How shall I repay the Lord * for all the good things he has done for me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation * and offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving.

ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

Gospel reading Mark 8:27-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus and his disciples went on to other villages and towns. On the way Jesus asked his
disciples, “Who do people say I am?”

They told him, “Some say that you are John the Baptist. Others say that you are Elijah. Still
others say that you are one of the prophets.”

And he asked them, “But you — who do you say [ am?”

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah, the Christ.”

Then Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. And he began to teach his disciples that
he would suffer and that he would be rejected by all the religious leaders. He said he would be put
to death, but that after three days he would rise again. He made all of this very clear to them. So
Peter took him aside and told him not to say things like that. But Jesus turned around, looked at his
disciples, and scolded Peter. He said, “Do not get in my way! You are talking like Satan! You are
thinking like everyone else, and not like God.”

Then Jesus called the crowd together with his disciples and said to them, “If people want to
become my followers, they must forget about what they want. They must take up their cross and
follow me. For all those who try to keep their lives for themselves will lose them. But those who
give their lives for me and for the Gospel will gain them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We rarely use an epistle, but we thought the Old Testament reading from Isaiah had little merit for
children, while the James reading is quite suitable.

Comments for the leader:

You will certainly want to say at least a few words about the first reading, perhaps right after reading
it. Ask the children if they remember what Jesus said about how we should treat people. Ask what we
should do when people are in need. Remind the children that God loves everyone, and when we help
other people, we are showing love for God and faith in God.

After the gospel reading, tell the children that Jesus and his disciples were walking, as they always
did. Then ask such questions as:

» What did Jesus ask the disciples?

* How did they answer?

* But Jesus wanted something more specific. What did he ask?

* Who answered? What did he say? Peter was usually the one to speak up.

Just as quickly, Jesus reminded his disciples that things were not going to be the way they wanted
them to be. When Peter protested, Jesus spoke strongly to him. Then Jesus spoke to all of them and
told them what they needed to do if they wanted to be his followers.

This may be harsh or difficult for children. You may want to say that you (or all of us) are trying to
follow Jesus. Forgetting about what we want is always difficult. So forgetting about what we want and

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
160 Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license.



following Jesus is difficult. The important thing is to keep trying. Then ask if the children have any
idea what Jesus meant about “taking up the cross.” Ask if they have ever heard someone say, “This is
my cross to bear.” Sometimes people who use those words mean they just have to put up with
something that is not pleasant. But maybe Jesus meant being willing to do something even though it is
hard to do. That would be living the way Jesus did. Perhaps you have a simple example that would be
relevant to a child’s ability, like sharing something special even though it is hard to do. Then, just as
James wrote in his letter, you would be following Jesus. You would be saying that you have faith in
God and showing love for God, too. (You need not go into the Messianic secret within the reading, but
if someone asks why Jesus said not to tell anyone about him, you will want to be prepared to say
something simple like, “Jesus did not need to be recognized or praised for the things he did. He wanted
people to know him later for who he really was.” If anyone asks about losing his or her life for the
Gospel, it will also be sufficient to give a simple response like, “That means putting other people first.”
Children sometimes take things so literally that we need to be careful with their understanding and not
leave them with some vague notion that this idea is connected with physical death. They can learn
about the martyrs later.)

If you feel the themes at the end are too mature for your particular group, you may want to end after
Peter’s proclamation. Then conclude your homily by asking the children how they would answer if
Jesus asked them, “Who do you say that  am?” Then ask if they know some of the things the Church
says about who Jesus is. Some of the titles that come to mind include teacher, healer, good shepherd,
master, servant, carpenter, Lamb of God, Savior, Messiah, Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, Lord,
Emmanuel, King of kings and Light of the world. Peter and all the others were just beginning to
understand who Jesus really is. We already know who he is, and yet we learn more and more about him
as we try to follow in his ways.
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PROPER 20 [The Sunday closest to September 21] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have given each of us what we need. May we find joy in all our gifts, and may we use
them to serve you and to serve each other. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading James 3:16-4:3, 7-8a
A reading from the Letter from James.

My sisters and brothers, whenever people are jealous and selfish, they cause confusion and do all
kinds of worthless things. But people can live by the wisdom from God. This wisdom is pure. It is
peaceable, gentle, and reasonable. It is full of mercy and produces a harvest of good deeds. It is fair
and honest. And when peacemakers plant seeds of peace, they will harvest goodness.

Where do all the fights and arguments among you come from? Don’t they come from your
selfish desires, which are swirling around inside you? You want things that you cannot get, so you
argue and fight. You do not get what you want because you do not ask for it, or you ask for the
wrong reasons. For as the scriptures say, “God is against the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
So come near to God, and God will come near to you.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 54
ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

Save me, O God, by your Name; * with your strength, defend me.
Hear my prayer, O God; * listen to the words of my mouth.

ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

Behold, God is my helper; * it is the Lord who upholds my life.
How gladly will I offer you a sacrifice, * for you have rescued me from all my troubles.

ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

Gospel reading Mark 9:30-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus and his disciples came to Capernaum. And when they had gone indoors, Jesus asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the road?”

But the disciples were silent because on the road they had been arguing with one another about
who was the greatest.

Jesus sat down and called the twelve disciples to sit with him. Then he said to them, “If anyone
really wants to be first among you, that person must be last of all and servant of all.”

Then Jesus put a small child in front of them. He put his arms around the child and said,
“Whoever welcomes a child like this in my name also welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me is
really welcoming the one who sent me.”
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The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene for the children with the disciples walking and talking together on the
road to Capernaum. Then ask questions such as:

* What did Jesus ask the disciples?

* Did they answer him? Why were they silent?

Then ask the children if they remember any of the thoughts about arguing and fighting that James
wrote in his letter. Ask the children if they think James was right about why people fight. Remind them
that James wrote that people who live by God’s way will ask God for what they need, and they will live
peacefully.

Perhaps the best way to think about being last is to have the children imagine a race which is very
different from the races we are used to — a race in which God has changed the rules. In this race, a
person does not win in the usual way, but rather the last person to finish actually wins. So if we tried to
“win” such a race, we would stop and help someone who stumbled or needed to tie a shoe. Those
people needing help would all be trying to win, too, so we might see a race in which people were all
holding hands because they were in it together, coming across the finish line at the same time.

Next ask the children what Jesus said about the child he took in his arms. Ask what the word
welcome means. At that time children were not thought to be an important part of society, but Jesus
changed the rules.

Conclude by telling the children that with God everyone is important. There is no need to worry
about who is first and who is last. The only thing to remember is that God loves each one of us and we
must also love each other.
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PROPER 21 [The Sunday closest to September 28] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have called each of us to serve you. May we always listen to your call, and may we
rejoice in the service that each person offers in Christ’s name. We ask you this through the same
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

(Before the first reading, you may want to tell the children the meaning of the verb “prophesy,” the
last syllable pronounced with a long “i” like “eye”. Tell them the word will come up and that it means
speaking out and sometimes telling beforehand things that might happen. True prophets speak for
God.)

A reading from the Book of Numbers.

During the time that Moses was leading the people of Israel away from Egypt through the
wilderness, some people among them began to complain that they were tired of eating manna. Soon
all the people of Israel were crying, “If only we had meat to eat! In Egypt we used to eat all the fish
we wanted for free. Remember the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic we
had? But now we are withering away. There is nothing wherever we look except this manna!”

Moses heard the families complaining at the openings of their tents. The Lord became angry,
and Moses was upset as well. Moses said to the Lord, “Why are things going so badly for me?
What have I done wrong? Why did you make me responsible for all these people? Did I create
them? Am I their mother? Am I supposed to carry them in my arms like a nursing baby all the way
to the promised land? Where can I get enough meat for all these people? They keep whining and
saying, ‘We want meat!’ I cannot take care of all these people by myself! It is too much for me!”

The Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of Israel’s older leaders. Bring them to the
meeting tent, and have them stand there beside you.”

So Moses went out and told the people what the Lord had said. He gathered seventy of the older
leaders and had them stand all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in a cloud and spoke to
Moses. The Lord took some of the spirit that was on Moses and gave it to the seventy leaders, and
when the spirit came on them, they began to prophesy.

Now two men, named Eldad and Medad, who were on the list of the seventy leaders, had stayed
behind in the camp: they had not gone out to the tent. But there in the camp the spirit also came on
them, and they, too, began to prophesy. A young man ran out to tell Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp!”

Then Joshua, who was Moses’ helper, said, “Moses, my master, make them stop!”

But Moses answered, “Do you think I am jealous? If only all the Lord’s people were prophets!
If only the Lord would put his spirit on all of them!”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 19
ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the skies announce what his hands have made.
Although they have no words or language, * their message goes out to the ends of the world.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The law of the Lord is perfect and strengthens the soul; *

the teachings of the Lord are sure and give wisdom to the innocent.
The instruction of the Lord is right and makes the heart glad; *

the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

Reverence for the Lord is pure and endures forever; *
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
They are more to be desired than gold, more than much fine gold; *
they are sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The Lord’s commandments give light to his servants, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

Gospel reading Mark 9:38-42
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

John, who was one of the twelve disciples, said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw a man who was
curing people of evil spirits by using your name. We told him to stop because he does not belong to
our group.”

But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, because no one who does works of power in my name will
then be able to say evil things about me. And anyone who is not against us is for us. I am telling
you the truth; anyone who gives you a drink of water in my name, just because you belong to Christ,
will certainly be rewarded.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin the homily by returning to the first reading. Bring the children into it by reminding them that
the people of Israel had been slaves in the land of Egypt and that God had called Moses to lead them
away to freedom in the new country God had promised to give them. When the people were hungry and
thirsty, God gave them manna to eat and water to drink. Then ask the children such questions as:

* What else did the people want?

* What did Moses do? The children can probably relate to this rather amusing scene.

* What did God do?
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* What happened next?

» Was everyone happy about the extra people with the gift of prophecy?

» Wonder with the children why people were not happy. Were they jealous?
* What did Moses say?

Bring the children into the gospel story by telling them that Jesus said almost the same thing
hundreds of years later about some people who were his followers. Ask the children if they remember
what he said. You may want to remind them that the disciples had just been arguing about who was the
greatest, so perhaps they were jealous, too. They seemed to want a close little group that no one else
could join. But Jesus really changed that idea with what he said. Conclude by telling the children that
Jesus wanted everyone to be open to God’s spirit and to do good works for other people using his name.
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PROPER 22 [The Sunday closest to October 5] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have blessed all of us with your love. May we join with each other as members of your
family and see every person as one of your own precious ones. We ask you this through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Genesis 2:18-24
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

In the time that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, there was no one to tend the
ground. So the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life. And the man became a living being. Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the
man to be alone. I will make a helper who is right for him.”

Then the Lord God brought all the animals he had created to the man to see what he would call
them. And whatever the man called each one of them, that became its name. So the man gave
names to all the tame animals, to the birds of the air, and to the wild animals; but not one of them
was a helper that was right for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
he slept. The Lord God took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place where it had been. He
formed a woman out of the rib he had taken, and he brought her to the man. Then the man said, “At
last, here is one like me. She is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. Because she came from me,
a man, she will be called Woman.”

This is the reason a man and a woman leave their fathers and their mothers and are united with
each other, and the two become one.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 8
ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

O Lord our King, * your Name is lifted high over all the world!
Out of the mouths of infants and children * your greatness is praised above the heavens.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
Who are we that you should be mindful of us? * Who are we that you should seek us out?

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

You have made us but little lower than the angels; *
you have crowned us with glory and honor;
You put us in charge of the works of your hands; * you put all things under our feet.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 169



You give us sheep and oxen, * even the wild beasts of the field,
The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

Gospel reading Mark 10:2-9, 13-16
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Some teachers of the religious law wanted to put Jesus to the test, so they asked him, “Does our
law permit a man to divorce his wife?”

Jesus answered, “[What did Moses command you to do?”

And they said, “Moses allowed a man to write out divorce papers and send his wife away.”

Jesus said to them, “Moses wrote this law for you because you would not accept God’s teaching.
But]* from the beginning of creation, as the scriptures say, ‘God made them male and female. And
for this reason a man and a woman will leave their fathers and mothers and unite with each other,
and the two will become one.” So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore, what God has joined
together, let no one separate.”

Then some people brought children to Jesus so that he might touch them. But the disciples
scolded the people. When Jesus noticed this, he was angry and said to his disciples, “Let the
children come to me, and do not stop them. For the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like
these children. I am telling you the truth, only those who receive the kingdom of God as a little
child does will be able to enter it.”

Then Jesus took the children in his arms, and, putting his hands on each one, he blessed them.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We consider the bracketed verses optional. You can easily begin Jesus’ answer after the asterisk*. We
have also expanded the reading to include the verses about children which are obviously more pertinent to our
young audience and which are omitted from the adult lectionary — a grievous error, in our opinion.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene for the children. The Pharisees or teachers of the religious law were
always looking for a way to trick Jesus. They thought they knew more about God’s law than anyone
else. Ask the children such questions as:

» What did the religious leaders ask Jesus?

* How did Jesus answer them?

Jesus really did not say anything about divorce; he spoke about marriage, that it is something special
and holy because God made it that way from the beginning. He did not try to give them a new law.

Then talk to the children about the part that is the most important for them. (You will want to spend
more time on the end of the reading which describes Jesus and the children. In these days many
children are from homes broken by divorce, and some children may even feel responsible for their
parents’ separation. Therefore, this subject must be handled carefully so children do not come away
feeling that they have in some way been involved in breaking God’s law.) One of the natural things that
happen within a marriage is that children are born. Ask the children:

» What did the people do when they saw Jesus there and heard him talking about families?

» What did the disciples say?
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* When Jesus noticed this, how did he respond?
» What else did he say about God’s kingdom?

Wonder with the children what he might have meant. Ask them if they know some good things
about children that make them special. Focus on their sense of wonder and faith and openness, and also
on their usual honesty. Then ask them about the way children receive gifts, because Jesus said we must
receive as a child accepts a gift. Adults often worry about motivation when they are given a gift, and
they worry about repayment. Children simply receive with delight. Conclude by reminding the children
that they are the special ones. Jesus showed this by taking the children in his arms and blessing each
one.
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PROPER 23 [The Sunday closest to October 12] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are the greatest treasure we have. Help us to put our love of you first in our lives. We
ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Wisdom 7:7-11a*
A reading from the Book of Wisdom.

I knew that I was only a human being, and so I prayed and was given understanding. I called on
God, and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. She was more important to me than any crown or
throne. Wealth meant nothing to me compared to her. For me, even precious jewels could not equal
her worth. For compared with wisdom, all the gold in the world is a handful of sand, and next to
her, silver is nothing more than clay. I loved wisdom more than health and good looks. I wanted
wisdom more than any other light, for her brightness never grows dim. And when Wisdom came to
me, all good things came with her.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 90
ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

O Lord, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, *
from age to age you are God.

For a thousand years in your sight are * like yesterday when it is past.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Return, O Lord; * be gracious to your servants.
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Show your servants your works * and your splendor to their children.
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; *
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Gospel reading Mark 10:17-27
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

After Jesus had blessed the children and was starting on his way, a man ran up, knelt down in
front of him, and asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to have life with God that lasts forever?”
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Jesus said to him, “You know the commandments: you shall not commit murder, you shall be
faithful in marriage, you shall not steal, you shall not tell lies about others or cheat them, you shall
honor your father and your mother.”

The man said to Jesus, “Teacher, ever since I was young I have kept all these commandments.”

Jesus looked straight at the man, and was filled with love for him. Jesus said, “You need to do
one thing more. Go and sell everything you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then come and follow me.”

The man was sad when he heard these words, and he went away grieving because he owned
many things.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are rich to
enter the kingdom of God!”

The disciples were surprised at his words, but Jesus said again, “My children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of God.”

The disciples were even more amazed and said to one another, “In that case, who can be saved?”

Jesus looked straight at them and said, “This is impossible for human beings but not for
God. All things are possible for God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have chosen to use the reading from Wisdom, taken from the propers Of a Theologian, rather than to use the
Amos reading used in the adult lectionary.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by setting the scene. Jesus had just blessed the children and was starting out to do his work in
another place. Ask the children such questions as:

» Who came up to Jesus? What did he ask?

* How did Jesus answer him?

Ask the children if they remember any of the Ten Commandments. Jesus quoted the ones
concerning the way we are to treat other people. The others, which Jesus did not mention, have to do
with love of God and putting God ahead of everything else. Then ask:

» What did the man say to Jesus?

» What was the one other thing Jesus told the man he needed?

» What happened?

* What did Jesus say to his disciples? What was the strange comparison Jesus used?

Tell the children that the disciples were shocked by what Jesus said because in those days people
thought God had given a special blessing to rich people because they had everything they needed.
Maybe we tend to think that even today. But Jesus turned this idea completely around, as he so often
did, and said that being rich could really be a problem. He didn’t say it a/ways is. Certainly in our day
we could all be considered rich, especially compared with people in other parts of the world. We all
have lots of things. But we must try not to let our love of things get in the way of loving God. Here we
come to the main point: the disciples said, as we might say, that if it is so hard to get into God’s
kingdom, then who can possibly do it? Jesus’ answer to that question reassures all of us that all things
are possible for God. He alone makes this possible; we need only to keep our eyes and our hearts on
loving God.
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PROPER 24 [The Sunday closest to October 19] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your own Son Jesus as a servant to us all. Help us always to live as he did,
serving you and serving each other. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Hebrews 4:12-16

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

The Word of God is living and working. God’s Word discovers the thoughts and feelings of our
hearts. Nothing in all creation can be hidden from God. Everything is clear and lies open before his
eyes. And to God we must all explain ourselves.

But we have Jesus, who has gone up to heaven and speaks for us. Even though he did not sin, he
understands our weaknesses because he was tempted in every way that we are. So let us hold firmly
to our faith. We know we can come to God and find mercy and grace to help us.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 91
ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.

You who live in the shadow of God, *
You shall say, “The Lord is my refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”
The Lord will cover you with his wings, * and underneath them you will find shelter;
his faithfulness shall be a shield to you.

ALL:  The Lord will show you his salvation.

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * and made God your dwelling place,
There shall no evil happen to you, * neither shall any disaster come over your home.

ALL:  The Lord will show you his salvation.

The Lord shall give his angels charge over you, * to keep you safe in all your ways.
They shall lift you in their hands, * lest you strike your foot against a stone.

ALL:  The Lord will show you his salvation.

The Lord says, “Because you are bound to me in love, therefore I will deliver you. *
I will protect you because you know my Name.

You shall call upon me, and I will answer you; *
I am with you in trouble; I will rescue you and bring you to honor.”

ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.
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Gospel reading Mark 10:35-45
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Two of the disciples, James and John, who were sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus. They said,
“Teacher, there is something we want to ask you to do for us.” Jesus said to them, “What is it that
you want me to do for you?”

And they said to him, “When you come into your glorious kingdom, we want you to let us sit
with you, one at your right and one at your left.”

Jesus said to them, “You do not understand what you are asking. [Are you able to drink the cup
(of suffering) that I must drink?”

They said to him, “We are able.”

Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the same cup I will drink.]* But it is not for me to
say who will sit on my right and on my left. That is for God to decide.” When the other ten
disciples heard this, they became angry with James and John. So Jesus called them all together and
said, “You know that the kings of other nations like to order their people around, and their great
leaders love to use all their power. But it shall not be this way among you. Any one of you who
wants to be great must be the servant of the others. And any one of you who wants to be first must
be the servant of all. For even I did not come to be served. I came to serve and to give my life to
save my people.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We think the bracketed section is optional. If you have many small children present, we especially
recommend leaving it out. In any case, your handling of this could be merely to say that Jesus was talking about
something for all time — something much bigger than eating and drinking. The disciples were not able to
understand this. Their concept of Jesus in his kingdom must have been much more limited (as that of our young
listeners might be).

Comments for the leader:

Begin by introducing the characters in the story. Tell the children that there were two sets of brothers
among Jesus’ disciples. James and John were two of them, and their father was Zebedee. These two
brothers wanted something special. Ask the children such questions as:

* What did James and John ask Jesus?

» How did Jesus answer them? (See note.)

* Who would make such decisions?

» What did the other disciples think of this request?

Remind the children that although the reading describes James and John as sons of Zebedee, they were
not children; they were grown men. But they were not really behaving as adults should. There could have
been a big argument among the disciples. Ask the children what Jesus did and what he said to them. The
last line is the most extraordinary. The disciples, and other people, too, had seen Jesus do all sorts of things.
They must have thought of him as a very special person with almost magical powers. He deserved to be
treated as a king would have been treated, and yet that is not what he wanted. He again turned human ideas
upside down and said that he came to serve. It may be worth asking the children what they would do and
how they would treat Jesus if he were to show up today. Conclude by reminding them that he would behave
as a regular person, and that he would get up and help us. Children may enjoy the image of Jesus filling
their glasses for them at dinner! Then remind them that this is what he expects of each one of us: for us to
follow his example and be ready to put the needs of other people ahead of our own.
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PROPER 25 [The Sunday closest to October 26] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you give us words of hope and good news. Make us always ready to see your truth and to
follow in your way. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Jeremiah 31:7-9*

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.

These are the words which the Lord spoke through the prophet Jeremiah:

Shout with joy for the people of Israel! Sing your song of praise and say, “The Lord saves your
people and rescues Israel.” For the Lord says: Look! I will bring my people back home, and I will
gather them from the ends of the earth. With them will be the blind and the lame. With them will be
expectant mothers and women about to give birth. All together they will come back to form a great
gathering. My people will return with prayers and tears of joy. I will guide them to streams of water
on a smooth path where they will not stumble. I am a father to the people of Israel, and they are my
special children.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 13
ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

When will you remember me, O Lord? * when will I see your face?
How long shall I have worry in my mind, * and sadness in my heart day after day?

ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

Look upon me and answer me; * give light to my eyes, O Lord my God.
Do not let my enemies rejoice; * do not let them see me stumble.

ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

As for me, I will trust in your mercy; * my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me; *
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.

ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

Gospel reading Mark 10:46-52
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus and his disciples passed through the city of Jericho. And as they were leaving Jericho, a
large crowd followed them. Now a blind man named Bartimaeus was sitting by the side of the road,
begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth who was passing by, he began to cry out. He
said, “Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!”
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Many of the people scolded him harshly and told him to keep quiet. But the more they scolded
him, the more he cried out, “Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.”

So they called Bartimaeus and said to him, “Have courage! Get up; he is calling you.”

So Bartimaeus threw off his cloak, jumped up, and hurried to Jesus. Jesus asked him, “What do
you want me to do for you?”

And Bartimaeus said to him, “Teacher, let me be able to see again.”

Jesus said to him, “Go. Your faith has made you well.”

At once Bartimaeus was able to see. And he followed Jesus on the way.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: The Isaiah reading called for in the adult lectionary is rather harsh for children, so we have substituted this
selection from Jeremiah.

Comments for the leader:
Begin by asking the children such questions as:
» Where were Jesus and his disciples going?
* Who was there by the road? What was wrong with him?
* What had he been doing?

Set the scene by telling the children that Bartimaeus must have heard the crowd of people and asked
someone what was happening. Then ask:

* When he found out who was coming, what did he do?

» What happened when he called out? But did he stop?

Bartimaeus must have heard of Jesus, and he must have felt so fortunate that Jesus was coming close to
him and that he might have the chance for Jesus to touch him. But he must also have wondered what might
happen if he could not be seen or heard, so he made sure he was noticed.

» What did Jesus say?

* What did Bartimaeus do?

Tell the children that this was extraordinary. This blind man had been sitting by the road making money
in the only way he could. The cloak may have been wrapped around him, and it may have been all he had
to protect himself from the weather. But he jumped up and left his cloak and went running toward the place
where Jesus was calling him, trusting in other people to help him find his way. You may even want to have
the children cover their eyes and then try to stand up. Then allow them to imagine trying to run toward
Jesus through a crowd without being able to see. Then ask:

* What did Jesus do?

* How did Bartimaeus answer?

* What did Jesus tell him to do? Did he do as Jesus asked?

This is the last healing story in Mark’s gospel, and it may be the best. This is the only story in which we
are told that the person whom Jesus healed followed him.

Wonder with the children if we can be like Bartimaeus. He was able to leave old things behind and
follow Jesus, because he could really see — with his eyes and with his heart — who Jesus was, and he
knew that being with Jesus was where he wanted to be.
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PROPER 26 [The Sunday closest to November 2] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty Lord, you alone are God, living and true. Teach us always to honor you and to follow
your commandments. We ask you this through your Son Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-21, 24
A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said to the people of Israel:

These are the laws that the Lord your God commanded me to teach you. Listen to them and
obey them all the days of your life — you and your children and your children’s children. Then all
will go well with you. You will become a mighty nation in a land flowing with milk and honey, just
as the Lord, the God of our ancestors before us, has promised. Listen and hear, O Israel! The Lord
our God is the one Lord, the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your strength. Always remember these commandments that I give
you today and keep them in your heart. Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are
at home and when you are away, when you are lying down and when you are standing up. Tie them
on your hands as a sign and wear them on your foreheads as a reminder. Write them on the
doorposts of your houses and on your gates.

In the future your children will ask you, “What is the meaning of the commandments that the
Lord our God has given us?”

Then you will tell your children this: “Once we were slaves of the pharaoh in Egypt, and the
Lord brought us out of Egypt by his mighty hand and led us here. The Lord has told us to obey all
these commandments and to give honor to him.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 119: 1-16
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

Happy are those who walk in the law of the Lord, * who seek the Lord with all their hearts!
You laid down your commandments, * that we should fully obey them.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

Oh, that I should be faithful * in keeping your commandments.
I will thank you with a pure and honest heart, * as I learn your righteous judgments.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

With my whole heart I seek you; * I treasure your promise in my soul.
With my lips I will recite * all the laws your mouth has spoken.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

I will meditate on your commandments * and give attention to your ways.
My delight is not in riches but in your laws; * I will not forget your word.
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ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

Gospel reading Mark 12:28-34a

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now one of the teachers of the religious law came near while Jesus was arguing with a group of
religious leaders. He heard that Jesus had given them good answers to their questions. So he asked
Jesus, “Which commandment is the most important of all?”

Jesus answered, “The most important one is this: ‘Listen and hear, O Israel! The Lord our God
is the one Lord, the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second most important
commandment is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.” There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Then the man said to Jesus, “Yes, Teacher! What you say is true. God is the only Lord, and
there is no other. To love God with all our heart, and with all our mind, and with all our strength,
and to love our neighbors as ourselves — this is much more important than any offering or sacrifice
we could make.”

When Jesus heard how wisely the teacher of the religious law had answered, he said to him,
“You are very close to the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

This encounter between Jesus and the religious leaders or teachers takes place near the end of Jesus’

earthly ministry. The location is the temple in Jerusalem. Begin by setting this scene for the children. The
religious leaders had been trying unsuccessfully for a long time to trick Jesus by asking him questions that he
could not answer. They were jealous and afraid of him and his teaching. Here Jesus is again confronted by a
group of these religious leaders. But one man had been standing aside listening to the way Jesus spoke. He
was a teacher of the religious law himself, and he was impressed with Jesus’ words. So he had a question.

Ask the children what it was. Remind them that there were over six hundred laws at that time. And of the

famous Ten Commandments, he may have wondered which one was the most important. He may have had
some of the laws written on his armbands and his doorpost, as the first reading suggested the people did.
Jesus did not even stop to think; he answered immediately. But he did not answer with one commandment,
but rather with two. Ask the children if they remember what Jesus said. Remind the children that these two
are like a summary of the Ten Commandments.

Then ask what the teacher said next. What Jesus said made such good sense to the man that he had to

agree and repeat it, and then he added the part about this being more important than any offering we can give
to God. Then ask what Jesus said to the teacher. Jesus must have sensed how sincere this man was.

You may want to conclude by saying that these commandments sound so simple, but sometimes they are

hard to follow. You might want to explore with the children some ways in which they can show their love for
God, and how it is impossible to do this without showing love for his creation, especially the people created
in his image.

If you are using this set of readings on the Sunday following All Saints’ Day, you may want to remind the

children that this is a day on which we celebrate all the people who have loved God and loved each other. We
especially honor the ones who have lived before us, but we also honor those of us here and now as well as the
ones who will come after us.
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PROPER 27 [The Sunday closest to November 9] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, everything we have comes from you. Make us always ready to give of ourselves and to
share all that we have. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading I Kings 17:8-16
A reading from the First Book of Kings.

The Lord said to his prophet Elijah: Now go to the town of Zarephath and stay there. In
Zarephath there is a woman whose husband has died, and I have told this widow to feed you.

So Elijah set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, there was a widow
there gathering sticks to build a fire. Elijah called to her, “Please bring a little water in a cup for me
to drink.”

And as she was going to bring it, he called out, “And please bring me a little piece of bread, too.”

But the widow answered, “I swear by the Lord your God that I do not have any bread baked right
now. All I have is a handful of flour in a jar and a little bit of olive oil in a jug. I was just gathering
a few sticks to take back home and build a fire. Then I can bake this bit of flour and oil into some
bread for my son and me. But after we eat that, we will have no more food and so we will starve to
death.”

Elijah said to her, “Go and do as you have said. But first make me a small loaf of bread from it
and bring it to me. Then prepare the rest for you and your son. And do not be afraid for the Lord,
the God of Israel says this: Your jar of flour will not become empty and your jug of oil will not dry
up before the day that the Lord sends rain for the crops.”

The widow went and did just as Elijah had told her. Then they ate the bread — she and Elijah
and her son. And the jar of flour did not become empty and the jug of oil did not dry up, just as the
Lord had promised through his prophet Elijah.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 146
ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Hallelujah! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; *
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Happy are they who have God to help them; * their hope is in the Lord their God.

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

The Lord made the heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
he keeps his promise forever.
He gives justice to those who are oppressed, * and food to those who are hungry.

ALL:  Praise the Lord, O my soul!
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *
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the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and the widow.

The Lord shall be King forever; * he is your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Gospel reading Mark 12:38-44
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus was teaching the people in the temple. He said, “Watch out for the teachers of the
religious law. Some of them like to walk around in their fancy robes and be greeted with respect out
in the marketplace. They choose the best seats at worship and the best places at banquets. They
cheat widows and steal their houses. Then they try to make themselves look good by saying long
prayers. But God sees what they do.*”

Then Jesus sat down near the offering box, and he watched the people as they dropped in their
money. Many rich people gave a lot of money. Then a poor widow came along and put in two
small copper coins which were not even worth a penny. Jesus called his disciples and said to them,
“I am telling you the truth. This poor widow has given more than all the others. For the rich people
gave some of the extra money that they do not really need. But this woman, poor as she is, put in all
the money she had to live on. She gave everything she had.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have made this change from the literal “They will receive greater condemnation.”

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that they have just heard two stories about widows, and ask them if
they know what that word means. Then tell them that a long time ago, when these stories were written,
it was very hard for a woman who had no one to defend her and provide for her.

You will want to spend at least a little time on the story from I Kings. Remind the children that
Elijah, who was God’s prophet, met a woman near the gate of a small town and asked for simple things.
Ask such questions as:

* What did Elijah ask for?

* How did the woman answer him?

» What did Elijah ask her to do?

Tell the children that this woman had faith and shared with a stranger the small amount she and her
son had. Then they had enough because God provided for them.

Then bring the children into the scene of the gospel story. Tell them that Jesus was in the temple
watching the people coming and going, and he noticed that some of the religious leaders liked to make
themselves look good with their long prayers. But Jesus knew that they were not always honest and
kind. Then ask:

» What was Jesus watching next?

» What sorts of people did he see, and who was the one person he noticed in particular?

» What had she done, and what did Jesus say about that?
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* How is she like the woman in the other story?

[If you happen to be using this set of readings on the Sunday following All Saints’ Day and your
parish is celebrating the day, then remind the children what we are celebrating — namely, that there
have been many people in the past, and there are many people today, who are like these two women.
These people trust God, and they share what they have. They are the special people who are like God’s
hands doing his work in the world.]

Even if you are not celebrating All Saints’ Day, conclude by telling the children that God wants us
to know from these stories that we should always trust God. And we should always think of other
people more than ourselves. If we truly give of ourselves, then whatever we give will be enough.
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PROPER 28 [The Sunday closest to November 16] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have promised to watch over us and be with us always. Help us to pray for your
guidance and to trust in your saving help. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Genesis 28:10-19*
A reading from the Book of Genesis.

[Jacob, who was the grandson of Abraham and the son of Isaac, left his home and set out on a
very long journey.] At sunset he came to a certain place and stopped for the night. Using a large
stone for a pillow, he lay down to sleep. That night Jacob had a dream. In this dream he saw a
ladder resting on the earth and reaching up into heaven. Angels of God were going up and coming
down on the ladder.

And the Lord stood beside Jacob and said, “I am the Lord, the God of your grandfather Abraham
and of your father Isaac. I will give this land where you are sleeping to you and to your children and
grandchildren. There will be as many of them as the specks of dust on the earth — too many to be
counted. They will spread far and wide — to the east and to the west, to the north and to the south.
And through you and your family I will bless all the families of the earth. Remember, I am with
you, and I will take care of you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave
you. I will do what I have promised you.”

When Jacob woke up from his dream, he said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not
know! What an awesome place this is! It can only be the house of God and the ladder of heaven.”

Early the next morning Jacob took the stone from under his head. He set the stone upright and
poured olive oil over it to dedicate it to God. And Jacob named the place Beth-él [which means
“house of God”].

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 16
ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

O Lord, you are all I need and all I want; * it is you who uphold me.
My share in life has been pleasant; * indeed, you have been good to me.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

I will bless the Lord who guides me; * my heart teaches me night after night.
I have the Lord always before me; * because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

My heart is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * my body also shall rest in hope.
You will show me the path of life; you will give me fullness of joy, *
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”
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Gospel reading Matthew 6:5-13, 7:7-11*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus said:

When you pray, do not be like the people who stand up and pray aloud in places where everyone
can see them. Instead, when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
heavenly Father. He will know that you are praying to him. And when you are praying, do not say
words that you do not mean. Do not be like the people who think that God will hear them only
because they speak many words. God knows what you need even before you ask. So when you
pray, pray like this:

Our Father in heaven, may your holy Name be honored.

May your kingdom come.

May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us the food we need for today.

Forgive us the things we do which are wrong, as we forgive those who do wrong to us.

Do not put us to the test, but keep us safe from evil.

And Jesus also said:

Ask, and you will receive. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks will receive, and everyone who seeks will find. And to anyone who knocks,
the door will be opened. Would fathers or mothers give a stone when their child asks for bread? Or
give a snake when their child asks for a fish? Parents know how to give good gifts to their children.
Then how much more will the Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

*Note: We have made substitutions for both readings. We think the reading from Daniel and the selection from
Mark’s gospel found in the adult lectionary could frighten young children. We have used this story from Genesis
about Jacob’s ladder; this does not appear in the Sunday lectionary. We also think that Jesus’ teaching of his
prayer should be heard each year, rather than one time in three years as in the adult lectionary. We have used
Matthew’s version of the prayer since it does not appear in Mark.

Comments for the leader:

Begin by reminding the children that Jesus spent a great deal of time praying. He taught his
disciples, by example, that they, too, should pray, and he also taught them how. Ask the children where
Jesus said a person should go to speak to God. Then ask them whether the prayer Jesus taught sounds
familiar to them. Tell the children that the first part has an important sentence praising God. Remind
them that in church they often hear the word hallowed, which means holy.

Next ask them what they think God’s kingdom would be like, and what the earth would be like, if
we all followed God’s ways.

Use both the words here in the reading and the other familiar ones in talking about asking God for
what we need. Remind the children that Jesus was also saying that we should not worry about more
than one day at a time.

Then speak about sins or trespasses. Ask the children what the word trespass means. Jesus taught
the disciples in this prayer that we must also forgive other people.

Finally, use the words temptation and deliver in speaking about the last part of the prayer to help the
children understand what Jesus meant.
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Tell them that we have added the final words in praise of God, and we have also added Amen which
means “So be it!”

Remind the children that we can always use this prayer, or part of it, if we want to speak to God.

This may be enough material, but if you choose to speak about the end of the reading, we suggest
that you merely repeat that famous three-fold promise, and then perhaps wonder for a bit with the
children about the qualities of a “good gift.” One suggestion is to think of three types: surprise —
something we like but did not expect at all, something that is just exactly what we did want and perhaps
what we had asked for, and something that was not what we wanted but which we appreciate with time.
The children may be able to think of examples. Conclude by telling the children that God has promised
good gifts and that we can always come to him to pray for what we need.
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PROPER 29 [The Sunday closest to November 23] YEAR B

(First option — see Note* below)
Opening prayer

The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, all things begin and end in you. Help us to know that you will always be with us. We ask
you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First reading Revelation 1:1, 3a, 4-8*

A reading from the Book of Revelation.

This is the message given by Jesus Christ to his church through his servant John:

Blessed are the ones who read these words aloud, and blessed are those who listen and follow
them.

Grace and peace to you from the One who is and who was and who is to come, and from Jesus
Christ, who rules over kings of the earth. He loves us, and he has freed us from our sins and has
made us to be a royal kingdom to serve his God and Father. So, to Jesus Christ be power and glory
forever and ever! Amen! Look! He is coming on the clouds, and everyone will see him! This is
the way it will be!

And the Lord God says: I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the One who
is and who was and who is to come.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 93
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty; * the Lord is robed with strength.
He has made the whole world so firm * that it cannot be shaken.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Your kingdom has existed since the world began; * you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your laws are very sure, and your temple is holy, O Lord, * forever and for evermore.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Gospel reading Mark 11:1-10*
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)
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Jesus and his disciples were going to the city of Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When
they were close to the city, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus called two of his disciples and said to
them, “Go ahead of us to the next village. As soon as you enter the city, you will find a young
donkey tied there which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it to me. And if anyone asks,
‘Why are you doing that?’, just say, ‘Our Lord needs it, and he will send it back right away.” ”

So the two disciples went and found the young donkey. As they were untying it, some people
who were standing nearby asked, “What are you doing, untying that donkey?” The two disciples
answered just as Jesus had told them to do, and the people there let them take it.

Then the two disciples brought the donkey to Jesus. They threw their coats on its back, and
Jesus got on the donkey.

As they started toward Jerusalem, many people put their coats onto the road, making a carpet for
Jesus to ride on. Other people cut leafy branches and spread those on the road for him. The people
who walked ahead of Jesus and the people who followed behind began to shout, “Hosanna! Blessed
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

* Note: We have offered two choices for today’s readings. We think the selections found in Year A end the liturgical
year in a way which is very suitable for children. They have a sense of “end times” and include a good lesson. We
repeat them here for your consideration. We also think that hearing Passion material at this time of year may be
somewhat confusing for children. However, if you decide to use the readings for Year B in the adult lectionary, we
have chosen the selection from Mark’s gospel. It fits this year’s pattern of readings from Mark. Furthermore, it is
sometimes difficult for children to absorb this passage, which is usually read to the gathered community on Palm
Sunday, when the focus in the children’s service is on the Passion.

Comments for the leader:

Remind the children that the church calendar is a little different from the world’s calendar and that this
is the last Sunday in the church year. Tell them that at this time of year the church thinks about the end of
some things and the beginning of others.

If you have chosen to read the selections from Revelation and Mark, begin by setting the scene for the
children. Ask questions about the details of the story from Mark such as:

» Where were Jesus and his disciples going?

» What did Jesus ask two of his disciples to do?

* Did they find the donkey? Did they have to explain themselves to anyone?

Wonder with the children how these two may have felt about their task and what they may have thought
when they found things just as Jesus had said. Then ask:
» What happened when they brought the donkey to Jesus?

Ask the children if the words the people called out sound familiar to them. Tell them that some
churches call this particular Sunday Christ the King Sunday. Ask how they think a king would look —
what he would wear, what he would ride in or on, what he would do, etc. Jesus was a king in a different
way from the ways of kings in this world. Some of the people treated him as a king by cheering for him and
placing their coats and branches on the road in front of him. But they did not fully understand how great a
king he really was. We heard about how great he was in the first reading. Conclude by telling the children
that Jesus rode on a donkey, a very simple way of entering the city, but he is our king and our Lord. He is
not proud, but rather always loving, and teaching us to be the same.
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PROPER 29 (Second option — see Note* on page 191) YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you gather your people together and care for them. Make us always ready to see you in each
person we meet. We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

First reading Ezekiel 34:11-17

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

This is what the Lord God says:

I myself will watch over my sheep. Just as a shepherd searches for the sheep that were scattered,
so I will search for my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a
day of clouds and darkness. I will take them out of other countries. I will gather them together and
bring them back to their own land. I will feed them on the mountains and by the streams of Israel.
They will feed in the rich pastures in the valleys of that land. I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will give them rest. I will look for those who are lost and bring back those who have
strayed. I will bandage those who are hurt and strengthen those who are sick. I will tend my sheep
with fairness. And now then, my flock, I will judge between one sheep and another. I will judge
between the sheep and the goats. I, the Lord God, have spoken.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 93
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty; * the Lord is robed with strength.
He has made the whole world so firm * that it cannot be shaken.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Your kingdom has existed since the world began; * you are from everlasting.
The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
Your laws are very sure, and your temple is holy, O Lord, * forever and for evermore.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 191



Gospel reading Matthew 25:31-40
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus was talking to his disciples, and he told them this story about himself:

When the king comes in his glory, and all his angels are with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. The people of all nations will be gathered before him. Then he will separate them, just as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep at his right and say to them, “My
Father has blessed you! Come into the kingdom which was prepared for you before the creation of
the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a
stranger and you made me welcome; I had no clothing and you gave me something to wear. [ was
sick and you visited me; I was in prison and you came to see me.”

Then they will say to the king, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and give you food or see you
thirsty and give you a drink? When did we ever see you a stranger and make you welcome, or see
you without clothing and give you something to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and
come to visit you?”’

The king will answer, “T am telling you the truth. Whenever you did this for one of the least
important of these people, you did it for me!”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

If you have chosen to read the selections from Ezekiel and Matthew, tell the children that Jesus told
his disciples the story about how it would be at the end of time. Jesus said that he will be with his
Father in heaven, and there will be people from all nations there. Ask the children questions such as:

» What will Jesus say to some of the people? Why will he welcome them?

» What will those people say? Will they understand?

* How will he answer them?

* What does this story say to all of us?

If you have access to one of those holographic card-pictures sometimes given as favors to children,
for which one angle of the card shows one image and yet if the card is tilted slightly, another image
appears, use that as an illustration. Tell the children that whenever they look at anyone, they should see
that person. But then they should also look again and see Jesus. You might want to ask the children
what they would do if they were able to meet Jesus. Ofr, if you feel energetic, you may want to ask the
children if they can think of one person who is not a favorite person of theirs. (This often brings many
responses.) Tell them this week they might try to look at that person once, then look again and try to see
Jesus’ face. Tell the children that it is not always easy, but that this is what Jesus wants from all of us.
If we could all do that, the world would be much more the way God intended it to be.
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OTHER CELEBRATIONS

This section includes material for other major occasions that do not usually fall on a Sunday but which
generally take precedence when they do. Consult a liturgical calendar or your clergy to find out if your
congregation will be keeping any of these events during the year. Of course, if your church celebrates
any of these days during the week, you can use these readings then if children will be present. These
days are:

The Holy Name (January 1)

The Presentation in the Temple (February 2)

Ash Wednesday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

The Transfiguration (August 6)

All Saints’ Day (November 1 or the Sunday afterwards)

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

We believe that the Holy Name or Presentation readings are also viable options for use on either of the
Sundays after Christmas (see page 9). In addition, this section includes a set of readings for the story of
the Boy Jesus in the Temple. Because the reading from Luke is the only gospel story we have about
Jesus’ childhood, it is especially interesting to children. Ordinarily it appears in the lectionary only once
every three years. Since it chronologically falls between his birth and his baptism, we have included it
here so that you may use it on a Sunday between Christmas and the First Sunday after the Epiphany (see

page 9).

P ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
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THE HOLY NAME [January 1] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you gave to your Son the Holy Name of Jesus to be the sign of your saving love. May each
one of us also love him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ. We ask you this
through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First reading Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

You should think and act as Christ Jesus did. He was like God in every way, but he did not
try to remain equal with God. Instead, he gave up everything and became a servant. He came in
the form of a human being, and as a human, Jesus was humble. He was obedient all the way to
his death — even death on a cross. For this God raised him high and gave him the name that is
above every other name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in heaven and on
earth, and every tongue shall say that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 8
ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

O Lord our King, * your Name is lifted high over all the world!
Out of the mouths of infants and children * your greatness is praised above the heavens.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
Who are we that you should be mindful of us? * Who are we that you should seek us out?

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

You have made us but little lower than the angels; *
you have crowned us with glory and honor;
You put us in charge of the works of your hands; * you put all things under our feet.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!

You give us sheep and oxen, * even the wild beasts of the field,
The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

ALL: How wonderful is your Name, O Lord!
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Gospel reading Luke 2:15-21
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

When the angels had left the shepherds and had gone back into heaven, the shepherds said to each
other, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about!” So the shepherds went quickly
and found Mary and Joseph and the baby. And when they saw the baby lying in the manger, they told
Mary and Joseph the words which had been spoken about this child. Everyone who heard what the
shepherds said was amazed. And Mary remembered all these words and treasured them in her heart.
The shepherds went back to their flocks of sheep, praising God for all they had seen and heard. A week
later, when it was time for Mary and Joseph to do all the things their religious law required them to do,
the baby was given the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him even before he was born.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that each of us has a name and each name is special. You may want to
ask them if they were named for someone in their family, or if, perhaps, their parents just liked the name
they chose. Ask if they have noticed how many names really seem to fit the person and wonder with
them whether the name was just right from the beginning or whether the person grew to fit the name.

Tell the children that long ago people were often given names that told who they were or what they
did. Ask such questions as:

» What was the special name you just heard about?

* Where did the name come from? Remind the children that the angel Gabriel told Mary the
name she should give her son and that the angel in Joseph’s dream told him the same name.
Ask if they remember what the name means.

Then remind the children that on the eighth day after he was born, Jesus was given his name, and we
call this special day the Feast of the Holy Name.

Conclude by telling the children that we are still in the season of Christmas even though most of the
world has moved past the holiday. We keep the season for twelve days, and on this special day we
remember and celebrate what a gift the name of Jesus is to all of us.
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THE PRESENTATION OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE [February 2] YEAR B

Opening prayer

The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)
O God, you loved us so much that you sent your only Son Jesus to be the light of the world. May we
know his light and come before you with pure hearts. We ask you this through the same Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Malachi 3:1-4

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi.

Our God says: Look, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the one you are longing for will come to his temple. The messenger of my covenant,
who will be your delight — indeed, he is coming. Like a metalworker who refines and makes
pure his gold and silver, so he will refine my people and make them pure. Then the offerings
which they make will be pleasing to me as they were long ago.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 147 (or Psalm 84, found in Appendix 4)
ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * How pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
The Lord lifts up the lowly; * he heals the brokenhearted.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He counts the number of the stars * and calls them all by their names.
He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth; *
he makes grass to grow on the mountains.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He provides food for flocks and herds and for young ravens when they call; *
he satisfies us with the finest wheat.
O Jerusalem, he has brought peace on your borders; * he has blessed all your children.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He gives snow like wool; * he scatters frost like ashes and his hail like bread crumbs.
Then he sends forth his word and melts them; * he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; * there is no limit to his wisdom.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!
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Gospel reading Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

The time came for Joseph and Mary to take the child Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem. There
they would present him to the Lord and make an offering of a pair of doves, as their religious
law required them to do. Now at that time there was a man named Simeon living in Jerusalem.
He was a good and holy man and was waiting for God to save the people of Israel. The Holy
Spirit was with him and had promised him that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. The Spirit led Simeon into the temple. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into the
temple, Simeon took the child in his arms and praised God. He said, “Lord, you have set your
servant free — to go in peace as you have promised. For these eyes of mine have seen the
Savior whom you have given for all people. He is a light to enlighten the nations and the glory
of your people Israel.” Mary and Joseph were amazed at the things Simeon said about Jesus.
Now there was also a very old prophet, a widow named Anna who was eighty-four years old.
She never left the temple, but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that
moment Anna came up, and she too began to praise God. Then she spoke about the baby Jesus
to all who were hoping for the Messiah to come. Then Joseph and Mary returned with Jesus to
their home town of Nazareth and there the child grew and became strong, and God’s blessings
were upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

The Presentation in the Temple is celebrated on February 2; if this date falls on a Sunday, these are
the readings used. Otherwise, we suggest that they be used on the first Sunday after Christmas. If there
is only one Sunday after Christmas, then we suggest using the Epiphany readings. Please see notes at
the beginning of the Advent / Christmas / Epiphany section on page 9.

Allow the children to absorb the rich details of the story. Tell them that it was customary in those
days for a couple who had a new baby to take the child to the temple to dedicate it to God, and also to
make an offering of thanksgiving. That is what Mary and Joseph were doing. Their offering of a pair of
doves would have been all that a poor family would have brought. Then ask the children questions such
as:

* Who was led into the temple just at that time?

» What was he waiting for and what had God promised him?

» What did Simeon do when he saw Mary and Joseph?

Wonder with the children what it was that made Simeon realize that he had seen God’s Messiah, and
speak again those wonderful words (or at least some of them) of the Nunc Dimittis — these eyes of
mine have seen the Savior whom you have given for all people. Ask them who else was in the temple
and what she did when she saw the baby Jesus. Conclude with the thought that Mary and Joseph were
amazed and that it took them a long time to understand who Jesus was and what God was doing. But
Simeon and Anna knew, and they were both filled with joy and praised God for this wonderful gift to all
people. This is really the prologue to the rest of the story of Jesus.
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ASH WEDNESDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you are always ready to forgive us when we turn toward you. Give us grace to realize what
we do that is wrong in your sight so that we may ask your forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 58:1a, 7-11
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

The Lord spoke to the people of Israel through the prophet Isaiah. He said:

Shout our loud! Do not hold back! Let your voice be like the sound of a trumpet! Tell my
people:

[This is what I, the Lord your God, want from you. I want you to] share your bread with people
who are hungry. Open your houses to those who are poor and homeless. Give clothing to people
who need it, and be generous with your own families. If you do these things, then your light will
shine like the morning sun. The Lord will always be with you to save you. He will protect you on
every side. When you call out to the Lord, he will answer you. When you cry out for help, the Lord
will say to you, “Here I am.” You must stop using your cruel words and pointing your fingers to
blame others. You must give food to those who are hungry and care for those who are needy.

Then your light will shine in the darkness — shine like the brightness of noon. And the Lord
will always guide you and provide for all your needs. You will be like a watered garden, like a
spring that never runs dry.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 103
ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, * and remember all his kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He forgives all your sins * and heals all your weaknesses.
He redeems your life * and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He satisfies you with good things * and makes you strong again like a young eagle.
As a father cares for his children, * so does the Lord care for those who love him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

As far as the east is from the west, * so far has he removed our sins from us.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who honor him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
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Gospel reading Matthew 6:1a, 2-6, 19-21
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Jesus was teaching the people, and he said: Be careful! Do not be a show-off with your religion
or brag about the good deeds you do for God.

When you make your offering or when you give to a needy person, do not call attention to
yourself so that other people will praise you. Instead, do this quietly, and God will remember when
you do a good deed. When you pray, do not be like the people who stand up and pray aloud in
places where everyone can see them. Instead, when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your heavenly Father. He will know that you are praying to him.

And do not save up too many treasures for yourself here on earth. Instead, place your treasure in
heaven and keep it there where no thief can steal it, and no moth can destroy it. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

We do not anticipate the presence of young children at Ash Wednesday services in many parishes,
but if this set of readings is used during such a children’s service of the Word, be aware that timing is
different from the usual Sunday liturgy. Refer to the Book of Common Prayer, pages 264-269, to make
your decision about this timing. The one experience which may be valuable for children is the
imposition of ashes, but that leaves them with the adults for a very long period of time.

It seems that you have two options. The first is to leave after the Salutation and Collect of the Day
and present the children’s Liturgy of the Word and then to return after the sermon and before the
imposition of ashes. The celebrant needs to be aware of the children’s return because no natural break
occurs at this point in the service.

The other option is to keep the children in their own service until the exchange of the Peace (whether
or not Communion follows). In this case, we suggest that you ask the Altar Guild for a small quantity of
unblessed ashes for use with the children. You may explain what is happening in the adult service and
mark their foreheads, telling them that the priest will say to adults words like “We are all made of dust,
and one day we will all return to the dust of the earth.” Instead, you might let the children take the back
of their psalm sheet or plain paper and make the sign of a cross with their fingers which they have
dipped into the ashes. (Consult your clergy about this.)

The other suggestion we have, if the children remain in their own service for the entire time, is that
you talk with them about repentance as a turning around and returning to God and God’s ways. We
think there is no reason to impose undue amounts of guilt on children, but at this time of year they can
sense the change in mood of the Church. You may want to use the prayer of Confession given below for
the children:

O God,

We confess that we have said,

we have done, and

we have thought things that are not right.

Help us to be very sorry

and forgive us.

We ask you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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As you address the readings, remember that this most penitential day carries themes that may be
difficult for children, especially the youngest ones. Begin by asking the children if the church appeared
different to them today. Guide them to notice the starkness, the change of liturgical colors, and the
manner in which the priest entered in silence and began by kneeling in prayer. Tell them that today the
Church begins a new season called Lent which will last for more than six weeks. (The name for this
season comes from the fact that, at least in the northern hemisphere, the days are lengthening.) Tell
them that we are preparing for Easter, and that Easter is so important for us that we take a very long time
to get ready for it. Tell them that some adults prepare themselves to celebrate Easter by giving up some
foods, by giving extra offerings of money, or by spending more time in prayer or Bible study. Then ask
what God’s prophet Isaiah said that God wants from us. Finally, ask what Jesus himself said about the
ways we should act toward other people and toward God.

You may want to conclude this part of the time with the children by telling them that after Jesus was
baptized, he spent time in the wilderness praying and thinking about how he would use the rest of his
life serving God and bringing God’s message to all people. (We all hear more about that time on the
first Sunday in Lent.) We try to model our lives after Jesus’ life, and so we, too, take this time each year
before Easter to change our lives and turn toward God’s ways. Then when Easter comes, we will be
ready to celebrate the new life we know Jesus gives us.
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MAUNDY THURSDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have sent your own Son Jesus to give his life for us. May we receive him in our hearts
and may we always follow the example of loving service which he set for us. We ask you this
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

First reading Exodus 12:1-14a

A reading from the Book of Exodus.

The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt. He said: This month shall be for you
the beginning of all months, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel this:
On the tenth day of this month you must take a lamb for each family. It must be a one-year-old male
with nothing wrong with it. If there are not enough people in the house to eat a whole lamb, you and
your closest neighbor must share one. Keep the animal until the fourteenth day of the month. Then
on that evening you will gather with the whole community of Israel to kill it. And some of the blood
of the lamb is to be put on the door frames of your house. That night the meat is to be roasted over a
fire. It must be eaten with bitter herbs and with bread made without yeast. Do not leave any of it
until morning. If any is left over, it must be burned that night. And this is the way you must eat it:
with your traveling clothes on, with your sandals on your feet, and with your walking stick in your
hand. You must eat it in a hurry. It is the Passover of the Lord. For on that night I will pass through
the land of Egypt and strike down every first-born male, both human and animal. I will punish all
the gods of Egypt. For I am the Lord. But the blood on the door frames will be a sign to mark your
houses. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. You will not be harmed when I strike the land
of Egypt. You must always remember this day and keep it as a feast day to honor the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
Or this:

First reading I Corinthians 11:23-26
A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.

Now let me remind you of the teaching which was given to me about the Lord’s Supper. The
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and
said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Take this and remember me.” In the same way,
after supper he took the cup, and said, “This cup is the new covenant, sealed with my blood.
Whenever you drink this, take it and remember me.”

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)
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Psalm 78
ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. *
The Lord has worked wonders in the land of Egypt.
He opened up the sea and let our people pass through; *
he made the water stand up like walls.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

The Lord led them with a cloud by day, * and all the night through with a glow of fire.
He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them water to drink as from the great deep.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

But the people turned against God and said, * “Can God set a table in the wilderness?
True, he struck the rock, and the waters gushed out, *
but is he able to give bread for his people?”

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

So he commanded the clouds above * and opened the doors of heaven.
He rained down manna upon them to eat * and gave them grain from heaven.
So mortals ate the bread of angels; * he provided for them food enough.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

Gospel reading John 13:1-15

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Now just before the feast of the Passover, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave
this world and to return to his heavenly Father. He had always loved his disciples, and he loved
them to the very end. Jesus knew that the Father had given him control over everything that was

about to happen. He also knew that he had come from God and was going to God. But the thought
of turning against Jesus was already in the heart of Judas Iscariot. Now Jesus and his disciples were
at the last supper they would have together. While they were at the table Jesus stood up and took off
his outer robe. He took a towel and wrapped it around his waist. Then he poured some water into a
large bowl and began to wash the disciples’ feet. He dried them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. When he came to Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but you will understand
later.”

Peter said, “You will never wash my feet!”

But Jesus answered, “Unless I wash your feet, you cannot be part of me.”

Peter said, “Lord, then do not wash only my feet! Wash my hands and my head, too!”

Jesus said, “Anyone who has taken a bath is clean and does not have to wash, except for
bathing the feet. All of you are clean — all except one.”

Now Jesus already knew who was going to turn against him. That is why he said, “All of
you except one are clean.” After Jesus had washed his disciples’ feet, he put his outer robe back
on and returned to the table. Then he said to them, “Do you understand what I have just done for
you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord
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and Teacher, have washed your feet, then you should also wash one another’s feet. For I have
set an example, and you should do for each other what I have done for you.”

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Tell the children before the first reading that this is the story of the very first Passover, the night
before God led the people of Israel safely out of the land of Egypt.

After the Gospel reading, tell the children that Passover was a holy day when the people
remembered that God had saved them, and many people went to Jerusalem to celebrate. Jesus and his
disciples went, too. They were at supper, the last supper they would have together. Have the children
remember the story by asking questions such as:

» What did Jesus do? What happened when he came to Peter?

* How would you have felt? Would you have wanted your feet washed? (Feet are not always a
person’s most attractive feature.)

» What did Jesus say to Peter? How did Peter answer him?

» What did Jesus say next?

* Who was the one he was talking about?

* After he had returned to the table, Jesus asked them if they understood what he had done. Then
he told the disciples what he meant. What did he say?

* Do you think Jesus was talking only about washing feet?

He can look at the parts of us that we might not want anyone else to see — our secret thoughts and
feelings and things we have done wrong. Yet he loves us just as we are, and he helps to make us better
people. That is what he wants from us, too. He wants us to serve each other, but he also wants us to
show love and acceptance for each other, just as we are.
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GOOD FRIDAY YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

Almighty God, you sent your own Son Jesus, who was willing to suffer as one of us. We pray
you will look kindly on us, your human family. We ask you this through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

First reading Isaiah 53:3-6, 12b

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

These are the words of the prophet Isaiah about the righteous servant of God:

He was a man who knew suffering and weakness. We once thought he was nothing. But surely
he has carried the burden of our weakness. He was wounded for the wrongs that we did, and by
his bruises we are healed. We have wandered away like lost sheep and turned to our own ways.
Yet he took our sins upon himself and prayed for our forgiveness.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 22
ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

My God, my God, why have you left me alone? * Why are you so far from me?
Our ancestors put their trust in you; * they called out to you and you saved them.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

As for me, I feel like a worm and not a man; *

all who see me laugh and shake their heads saying,
“He trusted in the Lord; let the Lord save him. *

If the Lord delights in him, let the Lord rescue him.”

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

You are the one who brought me into the world, *

and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.
I have been yours since the day of my birth; * you were my God even before I was born.
Do not be far from me, for trouble is near, * and there is no one else to help.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.
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The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. John 18:1—19:37
(Customary responses are omitted. The Passion may be read by one or more persons. The
congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion, and at the verse which mentions
“Golgotha,” all stand.)

Narrator  [Just before the Feast of the Passover Jesus and his disciples came to Jerusalem where they
ate the last supper they would have together. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to
return to his Father in heaven. He also knew that one of his disciples, the one called Judas,
had already turned against him. But during supper Jesus had washed his disciples’ feet, he
had talked to them about all the things that were going to happen, and he had prayed for
them.]

Then Jesus went out with his disciples across the valley to a garden where they had often
met. Judas, the disciple who had turned against Jesus, also knew the place, and he led a
group of soldiers and police sent by the religious leaders. They were carrying lanterns and
torches and weapons. Then, even though Jesus knew everything that was about to happen,
he stepped forward and asked them,

Jesus Who are you looking for?

Narrator  They answered,

Reader(s) Jesus of Nazareth.

Narrator  Jesus replied,

Jesus I am he.

Narrator  When Jesus said this, they backed away and fell to the ground. So Jesus asked them again,

Jesus Who are you looking for?

Narrator  And they said,

Reader(s) Jesus of Nazareth.

Narrator  Jesus answered,

Jesus I have already told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, then let these men go.

Narrator  Peter pulled out a sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. But
Jesus said to Peter,

Jesus Put away your sword. This is my time of suffering, and I must go through it.
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So the soldiers and the police arrested Jesus and tied him up. First they took him to Annas,
who was the father-in-law of the high priest. Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.
Since the other disciple knew the high priest, he went on into the courtyard with Jesus, but
Peter stayed outside at the gate. Then the other disciple went out, spoke to the woman who
was guarding the gate, and brought Peter in, too. The woman said to Peter,

Aren’t you also one of this man’s disciples?

Peter said,

I am not.

Now the servants and the police had made a fire in the courtyard because it was cold. They
were standing around the fire to keep themselves warm. Peter also was standing there
warming himself. Then Jesus was asked about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus
said,

I have always spoken openly. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple —
places where all our people come together. I have not said anything in secret. So why do
you ask me? Ask the people who heard me. They know what I have said.

When Jesus said this, one of the police slapped him on the face and said,

Is that the way you answer a question?

Jesus said,

If I have said something wrong, tell me what it is. But if not, then why did you hit me?

Then Annas sent Jesus to his son-in-law Caiaphas, the high priest. Now Peter was still
standing by the fire warming himself when someone asked him,

Aren’t you also one of this man’s disciples?

Peter denied it and said,

I am not.

One of the servants who was a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,
Didn’t I see you in the garden with that man Jesus?

But Peter denied it again, and just at that moment a rooster crowed. [Earlier Jesus had told

Peter that before the rooster crowed in the morning Peter would say three times that he did
not even know Jesus.]
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Then the religious leaders took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. It was early in the
morning. The leaders themselves would not enter Pilate’s headquarters, so Pilate went
out to them and said,

Pilate What charges do you bring against this man? What has he done wrong?

Narrator  They answered,

Reader(s) This man is a criminal. That is why we brought him to you.

Narrator  Pilate said to them,

Pilate Take him yourselves and judge him according to your religious law.

Narrator  But the religious leaders said,

Reader(s) We are not allowed to put anyone to death.

Narrator  Then Pilate went back inside his headquarters and asked Jesus,

Pilate Are you the King of the Jews?

Narrator  Jesus said,

Jesus Are you asking this on your own, or did other people tell you about me?

Narrator  Pilate answered,

Pilate You know I am not a Jew. Your own people and their leaders have turned you over to me.
What have you done?

Narrator  Jesus answered,

Jesus My kingdom is not from this world. If it were, my followers would be fighting for me right
now. But my kingdom is not from here.

Narrator  Pilate asked him,
Pilate So you really are a king?
Narrator  Jesus answered,

Jesus You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world: to
proclaim the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.

Narrator  Pilate asked him,
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Truth? What is truth?
After Pilate had said this, he went out to the people again and told them,

I do not find this man guilty of any crime. But there is a custom that I set someone free for
you at the feast of the Passover. Do you want me to set the King of the Jews free for you?

But the people shouted,
No! Not Jesus! Set Barabbas free instead!

Now Barabbas was a robber who was well known to the people.

The shorter form of the Passion begins here.

Narrator

Reader(s)
Narrator

Pilate

Narrator
Pilate

Narrator
Reader(s)
Narrator
Pilate

Narrator
Reader(s)

Narrator

Pilate

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped. And the soldiers twisted some thorny
branches into a crown and put it on Jesus’ head, and they dressed him in a purple robe.
They kept coming up to him and saying,

Hail, King of the Jews!

And they kept slapping him on the face. So Pilate went out again and said to the people,

Look, I am bringing Jesus out to you to let you know that I do not find him guilty of any
crime.

So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,
Here is the man!

When the religious leaders and the police saw Jesus, they shouted,

Crucify him! Crucify him!

But Pilate said to them,

Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I do not find him guilty of any crime.

The people answered him,

We have a law which states that he must die because he called himself the Son of God.

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid. He went back inside his headquarters and
asked Jesus,

Where do you come from?
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But Jesus did not answer. So Pilate said to him,

Why won’t you answer me? Don’t you know that I have the power to set you free and the
power to crucify you?

Jesus answered him,

The only power you have over me was given to you from above. So the one who handed
me over to you did something even worse.

From then on Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the people cried out,

If you set this man free, you are n friend of the emperor. Everyone who calls himself a king
becomes an enemy of the emperor!

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat down on the Judge’s bench
at a place called The Stone Pavement. Now it was the day of preparation for the feast of the
Passover. Pilate said to the people,

Here is your King!

They cried out,

Take him away! Take him away! Nail him to the cross! Crucify him!

Pilate asked them,

Do you really want me to crucify your King?

The religious leaders answered,

We have no king except the emperor of Rome!

Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

So the soldiers took Jesus away and made him carry his own cross to The Place of the Skull,
which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him by nailing him to a cross.
They also crucified two other men, one on either side of Jesus. Pilate also had a sign made
and put on the cross. The sign read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many
people read this sign because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the
sign was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the religious leaders said to
Pilate,

Do not write, “The King of the Jews.” Instead, write, “This man said, ‘I am the King of the
Jews.””
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Narrator  But Pilate answered,

Pilate What I have written I have written.

Narrator ~ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothing and divided it into four parts
and gave one piece to each soldier. But one piece of his clothing was made without any
seams. It was woven in one piece from the top to the bottom. The soldiers said to one
another,

Reader(s) We should not tear this, but instead, we should throw dice to see who will get it.

Narrator  All this happened so that what was written in the scriptures might come true. It says, “They
threw dice for my clothing and divided it among themselves.” And that is just what the
soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple he loved standing there beside his mother, he said to her,

Jesus This man is now your son.

Narrator  Then he said to the disciple,

Jesus She is now your mother.

Narrator  And from that time on, the disciple took Jesus’ mother Mary into his own home. After this,
Jesus knew that everything was now finished, and he said what had been written in the
scriptures,

Jesus I am thirsty.

Narrator A jar full of sour wine was nearby so they put a sponge full of the wine on a long stick and
held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said,

Jesus It is finished.

Narrator  Then he bowed his head and died.

Silence may be kept.

Narrator  Now it was the day before the Sabbath Day when people were getting ready. [No work

could be done on the Sabbath Day, and no bodies could be buried.] The Jewish people did
not want the bodies left on the cross during their sabbath, especially because that sabbath
was part of the Passover festival. They asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men
broken so they would die more quickly and their bodies could be taken away. So the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men who had been crucified with Jesus. But
when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, and they did not break his legs.
Instead, one of the soldiers stuck his spear into Jesus’ side, and both blood and water came
out. (The person who saw this has told about it so that you also may believe. What he says
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is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) All these things happened according to these
words of scripture, “Not one of his bones shall be broken,” and other words of scripture
which say, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

Comments for the leader:

If this were any other reading, it might have been carefully edited for children, but this prepares all
of us for the heart of our Christian life, the surprise and joy of Easter.

It has been a moving experience to have older children read the parts of the Passion narrative. We
suggest making copies of the scripts and assigning a part to each child who would like to read. We have
used fifth and sixth graders in the past, since by seventh grade, most children have graduated themselves
from the children’s service. Be sure to mark the parts with a highlighting marker, and to have extra
scripts in the event that someone returns without one. We also suggest a practice day, after the readers
have had the script for about a week. This allows you to talk through any rough spots, explain the
importance of reading well, and so forth. It is best to assign the adult leader the part of the narrator; that
person can then assist with any problems that may arise. Before beginning, tell the children in the
congregation what will be read, that there are no verbal responses at the beginning and the end of this
Gospel reading, and that they may sit for the first part of the reading since it is long. Tell them you will
remind them when to stand. Tell them you are reading this in the same way the adults are hearing the
lesson in church.

After the reading, tell the children what they have just heard is the story of what happened on Good
Friday. Remind the children that Jesus and his disciples ate supper together and Jesus washed the
disciples’ feet. (It has been our experience that the children are still willing to review the events of the
story, even though it is a long one.) Review with the children at least some of the details of the
narrative: After supper Jesus and the disciples went out to the garden. Then who came? Tell the
children that the religious leaders took Jesus to the house of the high priest to ask him questions, and
when he answered them, they were angry at what he said. Some of them spit at him and hit him. What
happened when someone saw Peter?

Now the religious leaders wanted to execute Jesus, but they didn’t want to be responsible for his
death, so they took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. Pilate did not want to kill Jesus, either, but the
crowd shouted for him to do so. Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, and then he set the man named
Barabbas free. This version of the Passion has more detail of Jesus’ last words, so you may want to
review a bit of that and note that Jesus wanted someone to take care of Mary, his mother, and he made
arrangements with the disciple he was closest to.

Now it must have seemed to the disciples and to the women that everything they hoped for was
gone. Tell the children that even though this story is a very sad story, it is God’s own story. Remind
them that God had not finished it at this point. The ending of the story will be heard on Sunday.
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THE TRANSFIGURATION [August 6] YEAR B

Opening prayer

The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)
O God, you showed forth the glory of your only Son Jesus on the holy mountain. Give us faith so
that we may see the light of his face, and change us to be like him. We ask you this through the

same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

First reading Exodus 34:29-35
A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Moses came down from Mount Sinai carrying in his hands the two stone tablets on which the
Ten Commandments were written. He did not know that the skin on his face was shining because he
had been speaking with the Lord. When Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses’ face, they
were afraid to go near him. But Moses called to them. So Aaron and all the leaders of the people
came to him, and Moses spoke with them. After that, the rest of the people also came near him, and
Moses gave them all the commandments the Lord had given to him on Mount Sinai. When Moses
had finished speaking with the people, he put a veil over his face. But whenever Moses went to
speak with the Lord, he would take the veil off. After Moses talked with the Lord, he would tell the
people of Israel everything the Lord had commanded, and the people would see that his face was
shining. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until the next time he went to speak with
the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 99
ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

The Lord is King; * he sits on his throne above the angels.
The Lord is great; * he is high above all people.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

Let the people praise his Name, which is great and awesome; * he is the Holy One.
“O mighty King, lover of justice, * you have brought righteousness to us.”

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God * and kneel down before his footstool.
Our ancestors called upon his Name, * and he answered them from the pillar of cloud.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

“O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who forgave them.”
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God, * and worship him upon his holy hill.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

©1996-2002, David Bateman and Carolyn Wheeler
Limited permission to reproduce only by, and for use within, an organization with a current LeaderResources license. 215



Gospel reading Luke 9:28-36
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

One day Jesus took Peter, John, and James with him and went up a mountain to pray. While
Jesus was praying, the appearance of his face was changed, and his clothing became dazzling white.
Then suddenly two men, Moses and Elijah, were there talking with him. They were also shining in
glory, and they were talking with Jesus about the things which would soon happen to him in
Jerusalem. Now Peter and the others had fallen asleep, but they woke up and saw the glory of Jesus,
and they saw the two men standing with him. As Moses and Elijah were leaving, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good for us to be here! Let us make three shelters — one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” (Peter did not really know what he was saying.) While Peter was saying this, the
shadow of a cloud passed over and covered them, and the three disciples were afraid. Then a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him!” After the voice
had spoken, Jesus was there, alone. Peter, James, and John kept quiet and told no one at that time
about anything they had seen.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Begin by telling the children that this holy day and this Gospel story both have a special name, the
Transfiguration. Explain that this is a long word meaning a great change in the way something looks.
To recall the story, ask the children questions such as:

» Which disciples did Jesus take up the mountain with him? (These were the ones who were most

often with him.)

* Why did they go there?

* Later, who else was there? Ask the children if they remember who Moses and Elijah were. If they
do not, then tell them that Elijah was a great prophet who spoke words to the people from God,
and that Moses was the one God had chosen to lead the people of Israel up out of the land of
Egypt.

» What were Jesus, Elijah, and Moses talking about?

* What did Peter say next? Remind the children that Peter is wonderfully human. He always has
something to say, even if it is not just the right thing. Maybe he wanted a way to remember what
he was seeing.

» What happened while Peter was speaking? Ask the children who they think said these words.
(These were some of the same words spoken at Jesus’ baptism.) Give the children the pleasure
of that pronouncement.

The disciples reacted just as we would have: they were afraid.

Conclude by telling the children that this story gives us encouragement and helps to make our faith
stronger. What happened on God’s holy mountain gave Jesus encouragement, too. It showed that God
was right there, and so were people who had trusted God before. We all need to listen well to the words,
“This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him.”
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY [November 1, and optionally the Sunday which follows] YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you have brought all of us together in the love of your Son Jesus Christ. Give us grace to
follow the example of your saints so that we may also come to share in your kingdom. We ask you
this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Ecclesiasticus 44:1-10, 13-14
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus.

Let us now sing the praises of godly people, our parents and grandparents and their ancestors
before them. The Lord honored them and gave them great glory. They are the ones who showed the
Lord’s greatness from the beginning of time. Some were kings, and some were known for their
bravery. Some gave wise advice, and some were prophets. Some were leaders of nations, and some
were teachers. Some were poets and composers of music, and some were wealthy people who lived
in peace. All of them were known in their own time and were given honor by the people of their
day. Some have names that are famous, and people still praise them. But some have names which
are not known to us. We will praise all of these godly people because their good deeds are still
remembered. Although their bodies have been buried and laid to rest, the memory of their deeds
will live on forever.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 149
ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing his praise in the gathering of the faithful.
Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; * let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

ALL:  Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Let them praise his Name in the dance; *
let them sing praise to him with tambourine and harp.
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people * and decorates the poor with victory.

ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; * let them be joyful on their beds.
Let the praises of God be in their mouths. * This is glory for all his faithful people.

ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!
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Gospel reading Matthew 5:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Large crowds of people came from many places to see Jesus. When he saw the crowds, he went
up on the side of a mountain and sat down. His disciples gathered around him, and he began to
teach the people. Jesus said:

Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven will be theirs.

Blessed are those who are sad, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are those who are gentle, for the earth will belong to them.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for goodness, for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are those who show mercy to others, for they will have mercy shown to them.

Blessed are those who are pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are those who are peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.

Blessed are those who are treated badly for doing what is right, for the kingdom of heaven

will be theirs.

Blessed are you when people say insulting things to you and treat you badly and tell all kinds of
evil lies against you because you believe in me. Rejoice and be glad, for a very great reward will be
waiting for you in heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

Preachers traditionally dread preaching on the most profound and well-known Scripture passages;
today’s Gospel lesson fits both categories. In addition, there is little narrative action or plot for the
children to follow. However, this collection of sayings, traditionally known as the Beatitudes from the
Sermon on the Mount, is brimming with richness and surprising reversals. Perhaps the best approach
will involve remembering that you do not have to explain this reading to the children. Rather, help them
to explore it.

Begin with the scene itself. Ask the children to recall the location, the press of people all around,
and the presence of the disciples. Ask them what their understanding of the word “blessed” is; help
them to expand it if necessary. It may be easiest first to explore the most concrete Beatitudes, such as
the ones about those who are sad, are gentle, are peacemakers, and who show mercy. Allow the
children to see how unexpected some of these blessings are. You might then move to the more
metaphorical Beatitudes, such as the ones about people who hunger and thirst for goodness, or who are
pure in heart. Help the children to see that at times they have been among these categories of people
whom Jesus blesses, and that being included among such people is a worthwhile goal. Without getting
into moralism or too many “shoulds,” you may want to ask them to suggest some ways they could show
mercy or be peacemakers. Help them to realize also, however, that to be part of some of these groups
does not involve any effort towards virtue; people are blessed simply because they need it. Assure them
that God blesses people even when things feel difficult or discouraging; indeed, this Gospel suggests
that God’s blessings are primarily aimed towards those who are hurting or struggling.
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THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE YEAR B

Opening prayer
The Lord be with you. (And also with you.)

O God, you sent your only Son Jesus to live among us and to teach us your ways. Help us always to
listen to Jesus when he speaks your wisdom. We ask you this through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First reading Jeremiah 31:7-14
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah.

These are the words which the Lord spoke through the prophet Jeremiah:

Shout with joy for the people of Israel! Sing your song of praise and say, “The Lord saves his
people and rescues Israel.” For the Lord says: Look! I will bring my people back home, and I will
gather them from the ends of the earth. With them will be the blind and the lame. With them will be
expectant mothers and women about to give birth. All together they will come back to form a great
gathering. My people will return with prayers and tears of joy. I will guide them to streams of water
on a smooth path where they will not stumble. I am a father to the people of Israel, and they are my
special children. Nations, listen to me and speak my words on the far-away shores. I will gather my
people and guard them as a shepherd guards his flock. I have set my people free and have saved
them. They will come and sing for joy. They will delight in my gifts. My people will be like a
watered garden; they will have all they need. Then the young women will dance and be happy, and
the men, young and old, will be joyful. I, the Lord, have spoken.

The Word of the Lord. (Thanks be to God.)

Psalm 84
ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

My soul has a desire and a longing for the house of the Lord; *
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

The sparrow has found her a nest where she may lay her young; *
her home is by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts.

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

Happy are they who live in your house! * they will always be praising you.
Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are turned to their king and their God.

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

Those who go through the driest valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * he will give grace and glory.

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.
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For one day at the doorway of the house of my God *
is better than a thousand in my own room.
O Lord of hosts, * happy are they who put their trust in you!

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

Gospel reading Luke 2:41-52
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. (Glory to you, Lord Christ.)

Every year Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph, went from Nazareth to Jerusalem for the Feast of
the Passover. [They traveled with friends and neighbors and spent several days in Jerusalem for this
holiday.] When Jesus was twelve years old, his family went to the Passover as they always did.
When it was over, they started back home. But the boy Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. [Because so
many people were leaving the city at the same time] his parents did not realize he was missing.
They traveled for a whole day before they started looking for him among their large group of friends
and neighbors. When Mary and Joseph could not find Jesus, they went back to Jerusalem searching
for him. Three days later, they found Jesus in the temple sitting with the religious teachers there.
He was listening to them while they taught, and he was asking them questions.

All the teachers and the other people in the temple who heard Jesus speak were amazed at how
much he understood and at how well he answered their questions. Joseph and Mary were also
amazed when they saw Jesus and heard what he was saying. Mary said to him, “Son, why have you
acted like this? Your father and I have been looking for you all this time, and we have been very
worried.”

Jesus said to her and to the others in the temple, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you
know that I must take care of my heavenly Father’s business?”

But they did not understand the meaning of what Jesus said to them.

Then he went back with his parents to Nazareth where he obeyed them. Mary remembered all
these things and treasured them in her heart. Jesus grew in size and in wisdom. And as he grew, his
life was pleasing to people around him as well as to God.

The Gospel of the Lord. (Praise to you, Lord Christ.)

Comments for the leader:

People are sometimes surprised to learn that we have almost no information about Jesus after his
infancy until he began his ministry as an adult. Today’s gospel story is therefore precious in the rare
glimpse it supplies of Jesus’ boyhood. Furthermore, children are naturally delighted to hear about
Jesus’ being a child himself, especially of the time when Jesus seems to be escaping some of the
boundaries of childhood.

Begin by asking the children questions which set the scene, such as:

* Where were Jesus and his parents traveling, and why?
* How old is Jesus in this story?
» After the holiday, what happened to Jesus and his family?

Help the children to understand how this mistake could have occurred without negligence on Mary’s
or Joseph’s part. What did they do once they realized Jesus was missing? When they finally found him,
where was he and what was he doing?
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Make sure the children realize his parents’ understandable worry. This sort of scene could easily
happen to a modern family which has lost track of a child. What did Jesus say to his parents? Ask the
children why they think he seemed so unconcerned. What do they think he was trying to tell them?

As in the infancy narratives, Luke is trying to show us that Jesus was Savior and Son of God from
the very beginning. Conclude by telling the children that Jesus served and pleased God even as he was
growing up.
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Children’s Creed

Prayers of the
Young People

Confession

APPENDIX 1

I believe in God above;

I believe in Jesus’ love;

I believe his Spirit, too,

Comes to teach me what to do.

I believe that I should be

Kind and loving, Lord, like thee (you).

(This creed is from Clarke’s Little Children’s Praises.)

The leader asks the children for any special concerns or reasons for

thanksgiving they may wish to share, or for the blessing of any birthdays this
week. Then, after all these have been heard, the leader says, “The Lord be with
you,” and the children respond, “And also with you.” The prayers follow, with
the children responding to each petition, “Lord, hear our prayer.” (These prayers
have been adapted for children from the list of six categories of intercession found
on page 383 of the Book of Common Prayer.)

We pray for the people of God’s whole church. We pray especially for the people
of Church, and for our bishop(s) and for
our clergy

We pray for the United States and for our President. We pray for the other
countries of the world and their leaders. May they all work for peace.

We pray for this city (town, etc.) of and for the people who live and
work and go to school here. We pray for the other cities and towns like
it and for the people who live in them.

We pray for the good earth which God has given us. May we help to take
care of the land, the air, the water, the plants, and the animals.

We pray for all people who are sick or sad or lonely or afraid. May we
always remember them and be kind.

We pray for all people who have died. May they have a place with you.
We thank you for your many blessings.

Lord, hear the prayers of your young people and strengthen all of us to do your
will. Amen.

You will want to consult your clergy about whether to include the
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(optional) Confession or not. If you desire, what follows is a simple form of
confession and lay declaration of forgiveness.

(all) O God, we confess that we have said, we have done, and we have thought things
that are not right. Help us to be very sorry and forgive us. We ask
you this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(leader) May God have mercy on us and forgive us all our sins through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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APPENDIX 2

If you or your children already have a large repertoire of songs suitable for singing in worship, then by
all means use them. For those who might like some suggestions, here is a partial list of songs we use
during the children’s worship in our congregation. We have tried to include a mix of songs suitable for
different occasions and seasons, especially those that may be related to a scripture passage in the
readings.

We strongly recommend that the singing be led by someone who can play a musical instrument (such as
guitar, keyboard, or autoharp) to support the singing. Another option is for a person with a strong voice
and sense of rhythm to lead the singing unaccompanied. In situations where neither of these is
available, it would also be possible to sing along to recorded music.

We have discovered that quite a few of our children’s favorite songs can be found on the recording Wee
Sing Bible Songs, which is often available in religious bookstores and other places where children’s
music is sold. Songs on this recording are marked with an asterisk (*). Another good source is Tom
Glazer’s Treasury of Songs for Children.

Enter, rejoice, and come in (especially suitable as a regular entrance song)
Doxology (verse 3 of Hymn 380; especially suitable as the hymn before the Gospel)
Jesus loves me *

Jesus loves the little children *

This little light of mine *

Silver and gold have I none *

This is my commandment *

Father Abraham *

The wise man and the foolish man *

Praise him, praise him *

Kum Ba Yah *

Give me oil in my lamp *

Love, love, Christians this is your call *

He’s got the whole world in his hands *

Hallelu, Hallelu - Praise ye the Lord (not in Lent) *
Rise and shine *

Jacob’s ladder

In his time (good for Lent)

Lord’s prayer

Wedding banquet song (I cannot come)

1 sing a song of the saints of God (Hymn 293)

God has spoken to his people (Hymn 536)

The horse and rider (H-325 in Songs for Celebration)
Fly like a butterfly

Jesus’ love is bubblin’ over

A butterfly, an Easter egg
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Index to Scripture readings: Year B

Old Testament

Genesis

Exodus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Joshua

I Samuel

II Samuel
I Kings

IT Kings

1:1—2:3
2:18-24
3:1-21

6, 7, 8(selected verses), 9:8-16

12:1-8
28:10-19

3:1-15
12:1-14a
14:5-14, 21-25, 15:20-21
16:2-4, 9-15, 31
17:1-7

20:1-17
34:29-35

11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

4:1-9

5:12-15

6:1-9, 20-21, 24
8:1-10

15:7-11

24:14-17, 25-28

3:1-11, 19-20
16:1-13

7:4,8-16
17:8-16
19:3-16

2:1-15

4:8-37

5:1-3,9-15a

APPENDIX 3

Proper 5 (Creation)

Proper 22

Proper 5 (The Fall)

First Sunday in Lent (Noah)

Third Sunday after Epiphany (Calling of Abraham)
Proper 28 (Jacob’s ladder)

Trinity (Moses and the burning bush)
Maundy Thursday (Passover)
Easter (Crossing of the Red Sea)
Proper 13 (Manna in the wilderness)
Fourth Sunday in Lent - option 2 (Water from
the rock)
Third Sunday in Lent (Ten Commandments)
Transfiguration

Proper 21

Proper 17

Proper 4 (Remember the Sabbath)
Proper 26

Proper 14 (The Shema)

Proper 8

Proper 16

Second Sunday after Epiphany (Calling of Samuel)
Second Sunday in Lent (Anointing of David)

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Proper 27 (Elijah and the widow)

Last Sunday after Epiphany (Still, small voice)

Proper 12 (Elijah taken into heaven)

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (Elisha and the
Shunemite woman)

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 1
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Job

Psalm

38:1-11, 16-18
42:1-5

8
13
15
16
19
22
22:22-30
23
25
27
32
33
34
42
47
51
54
63
66
68
72
78
80
81
84

85
89
90
91
92
93
96
98
99
103
104
107
111

112
114
116
118

Proper 7
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Holy Name; Proper 22

Proper 25

Proper 17

Second Sunday in Lent; Proper 16; Proper 28

Third Sunday in Lent; Proper 21

Passion Sunday; Good Friday

Proper 11

Fourth Sunday of Easter

First Sunday in Lent

Last Sunday after Epiphany

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 2

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Proper 14

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 1

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Proper 20

Second Sunday after Epiphany

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Seventh Sunday of Easter - alternate

Epiphany

Proper 13; Maundy Thursday

First Sunday of Advent

Proper 4

Presentation in the temple - alternate;
Boy Jesus in the temple

Second Sunday of Advent; Proper 10

First Sunday after Epiphany

Proper 23

Proper 24

Proper 6

Trinity; Proper 29

Christmas

Third Sunday of Easter

Transfiguration

Eighth Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 3

Pentecost

Proper 7

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany; Second Sunday

of Easter

Proper 8

Proper 12

Proper 19

Easter
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119:1-16 Proper 26
122 Fourth Sunday in Lent
123 Proper 9
126 Third Sunday of Advent
130 Third Sunday after Epiphany; Proper 5;
Fourth Sunday in Lent - option 1
132 Fourth Sunday in Advent
142 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
146 Proper 18; Proper 27
147 Presentation in the Temple; Proper 15
149 All Saints’ Day
Proverbs 9:1-6 Proper 15
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Christmas
25:6-9 Second Sunday of Easter
35:4-7a Proper 18
40:1-11 Second Sunday of Advent
42:1-9 First Sunday after Epiphany
43:18-25 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 2
53:3-6, 12b Good Friday
57:14b-21 Proper 11
60:1-6, 9 Epiphany
64:1-9a First Sunday of Advent
65:17-25 Third Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 31:7-9 Proper 25
31:7-14 Boy Jesus in the Temple
31:31-34 Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 2:1-7 Proper 9
17:22-24 Proper 6
34:11-17 Proper 29 - option 2
37:1-3 (4-10), 11-14 Fourth Sunday in Lent - option 1 (Dry bones)
Hosea 2:14-23 Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany/Proper 3
Amos 7:7-15 Proper 10
Malachi 3:1-4 Presentation in the Temple
Apocrypha
Wisdom 7:7-11a Proper 23
Ecclesiasticus 44:1-10,13-14 All Saints’ Day
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New Testament

Matthew

Mark

2:1-15a, 19-21, 23a
4:1-11

5:1-12

6:5-13, 7:7-11
25:1-13

25:31-40
28:16-20

1:1-8
1:7-11
1:14-20

1:29-39
1:40-45
2:1-12
2:18-22
2:23-3:5

3:20-21, 31-35
4:26-34
4:35-41
5:22-24, 35b-43
6:1-6

6:7-13

6:30-44
6:45-51

7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
7:31-37
8:22-26a
8:27-38

9:2-10

9:30-37
9:38-42
10:2-9, 13-16
10:17-27
10:35-45
10:46-52
11:1-10

Epiphany
First Sunday in Lent (Temptation of Jesus)
All Saints’ Day (Beatitudes)

Proper 28 (Lord’s Prayer/knock, seek, and ask)

First Sunday of Advent - option 1 (Ten
bridesmaids)
Proper 29 - option 2 (Whatever you do for
the least of these)
Trinity (Great Commission)

Second Sunday of Advent (John the Baptist)
First Sunday after Epiphany (Baptism of Jesus)
Third Sunday after Epiphany (Calling of
the four disciples)
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (Healing of
Simon’s mother-in-law)
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 1
(Healing of the leper)
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 2
(Paralytic through the roof)

Eighth Sunday after Epiphany/Proper 3

(New wine)
Proper 4 (Picking grain and healing on

the Sabbath)
Proper 5 (Who are Jesus’ family?)
Proper 6 (Parable of mustard seed)
Proper 7 (Jesus calms the storm)
Proper 8 (Healing of Jairus’ daughter)
Proper 9
Proper 10 (Sending out of disciples two by two)
Proper 11 (Feeding of the 5000)
Proper 12 (Jesus walks on the water)
Proper 17
Proper 18
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Proper 19
Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Proper 20
Proper 21
Proper 22 (Let the children come)
Proper 23
Proper 24
Proper 25
Proper 29 - option 1 (Ride into Jerusalem)
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Luke

John

Acts

230

12:28-34a
12:38-44
13:26-27, 31-37
14:3-9
14:32—15:7
16:1-7

1:26-38
2:1-20
2:15-21
2:22-40
2:41-50
9:28-36
10:25-37
15:11-32
24:13-35
24:36b-48

24:49-53

1:6-8, 19-28
1:43-51

2:13-22
3:1-13a, 16-17
6:4-15

6:24-35

6:51-69

10:1-6, 11-16
11:1-7, 11a, 17-45

12:20-25, 32

13:1-15

14:15-17, 25-27, 15:26-27
15:9-17

18:1—19:37

20:19-31

21:1-14

I:1-11
1:15-26

2:1-11, 41
3:1-10

Proper 26 (Greatest commandment)

Proper 27 (Widow’s mite)

First Sunday of Advent - option 1

Second Sunday in Lent (Anointing of Jesus)
Passion Sunday

Easter (Three women at the tomb)

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Annunciation)
Christmas
Holy Name
Presentation in the Temple
Boy Jesus in the Temple
Transfiguration
Proper 16 (Good Samaritan)
Proper 15 (Prodigal Son)
Third Sunday of Easter - alternate (Emmaus Road)
Third Sunday of Easter - alternate (Appearance
on Easter evening)
Seventh Sunday of Easter (Ascension)

Third Sunday of Advent
Second Sunday after Epiphany (Calling Philip
and Nathanael)
Third Sunday in Lent (Cleansing the temple)
Trinity (Nicodemus and Jesus)
Fourth Sunday in Lent - option 2 (Feeding of
5000)
Proper 13 (Bread of life)
Proper 14 (Bread of life)
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd)
Fourth Sunday in Lent - option 1 (Raising of
Lazarus)
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Maundy Thursday (Jesus washes disciples’ feet)
Pentecost
Sixth Sunday of Easter (Love one another)
Good Friday
Second Sunday of Easter (Doubting Thomas)
Fifth Sunday of Easter
(Jesus appears on the shore)

Seventh Sunday of Easter (Ascension)
Third Sunday of Easter (Choosing Matthias
in place of Judas)
Pentecost (Gift of the Spirit)
Sixth Sunday of Easter (Peter heals man at
the Beautiful Gate)
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I Corinthians
Philippians
Hebrews

James

Revelation

4:32-37,5:12, 14-16

8:26-40

11:23-26
2:5-11
4:12-16

2:1-5, 8-10, 14-18
3:16—4:3, 7-8a

1:1, 3a, 4-8

Fourth Sunday of Easter (Life in the early
church)
Fifth Sunday of Easter (Philip and the
Ethiopian official)
Maundy Thursday (First Eucharist)
Passion Sunday; Holy Name
Proper 24

Proper 19
Proper 20

Proper 29 - option 1 (Alpha and Omega)
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APPENDIX 4

This Appendix contains psalm sheets which you may reproduce for the children. We strongly
recommend that you find some sort of picture or graphic image to put on the blank half of the sheet.
This provides visual reinforcement, especially for non-readers, and also gives them something to color
later in church or at home. We make every effort to find pictures that are related in some way to one of
the readings or the theme of the season, occasionally using more general Christian images when
necessary. Good sources for reproducible images are available from many publishers of religious clip
art. Buying a clip art collection generally gives you permission for unlimited noncommercial use within
your congregation. One source that we use quite frequently is Gertrude Mueller Nelson’s Clip Art for
Feasts and Seasons, from Pueblo Publishing Company, Inc. Of course, if you have any talented
illustrators in your parish who would like to contribute to children’s worship in this way, so much the
better. We try to make a copy for each child.

If your congregation has a strong tradition of singing the psalms, it is certainly possible for you to sing
these versions as well.
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PSALM 13
ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

When will you remember me, O Lord?
when will I see your face?

How long shall I have worry in my mind,
and sadness in my heart day after day?

ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

Look upon me and answer me;
give light to my eyes, O Lord my God.

Do not let my enemies rejoice;
do not let them see me stumble.

ALL: 1 will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.

As for me, I will trust in your mercy;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me;
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.

ALL: I will put my trust in the mercy of the Lord.
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PSALM 15
ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

Lord, who may enter your holy temple?
who may live upon your holy mountain?

People who are innocent and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their hearts.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

They tell no lies; they do no evil to their friends;
they do not spread rumors about their neighbors.

They have sworn to do no wrong,
and they keep their promise.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!

They are not selfish in giving their money,
nor do they take money to hurt innocent people.

Whoever does these things
shall always be secure.

ALL: Blessed are those who honor the Lord!
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PSALM 16
ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

O Lord, you are all I need and all I want;
it is you who uphold me.

My share in life has been pleasant;
indeed, you have been good to me.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

I will bless the Lord who guides me;
my heart teaches me night after night.

I have the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”

My heart is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

You will show me the path of life; you will give me

fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

ALL: I have said to the Lord, “You are my God.”
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PSALM 19
ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the skies announce what his hands have made.
Although they have no words or language,

their message goes out to the ends of the world.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The law of the Lord is perfect and strengthens the soul;
the teachings of the Lord are sure
and give wisdom to the innocent.
The instruction of the Lord is right
and makes the heart glad,
the commandment of the Lord is clear
and gives light to the eyes.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

Reverence for the Lord is pure and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
They are more to be desired than gold,
more than much fine gold;
they are sweeter far than honey,
than honey in the comb.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.

The Lord’s commandments give light to his servants,

and in keeping them there is great reward.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight,

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

ALL: O Lord, you are my strength and my redeemer.
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PSALM 22:22-30
ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

Praise the Lord, O Israel;
stand in awe of him, and give him glory.

For he does not forget the poor or ignore their suffering;
neither does he hide his face from them;
but when they cry to him he hears them.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

I will praise him in the great congregation;
I will keep my promises with those who worship him.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

For the Lord is King;
he rules over the nations.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.

My soul shall live for him; my children shall serve him;
they shall be known as the Lord’s forever.

They shall come and make known to a people not yet born
the saving deeds that he has done.

ALL: All the families of the nations shall turn to the Lord.
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PSALM 22
ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

My God, my God, why have you left me alone?
Why are you so far from me?

Our ancestors put their trust in you;
they called out to you and you saved them.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

As for me, I feel like a worm and not a man;
all who see me laugh and shake their heads saying,

“He trusted in the Lord; let the Lord save him.
If the Lord delights in him, let the Lord rescue him.”

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.

You are the one who brought me into the world,
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.

I have been yours since the day of my birth;
you were my God even before I was born.

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is no one else to help.

ALL: Be close to me, O Lord, for you are my strength.
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PSALM 23
ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

He restores my soul;

he leads me in paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley

of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.

You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup is running over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

ALL: The Lord is my shepherd.
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PSALM 25
ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the
God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Remember, O Lord, your mercy and kindness
which you have shown from long ago.

Remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

Gracious and upright is the Lord;
he guides the humble in doing right and teaches them his way.

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
to those who keep his covenant.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
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PSALM 27
ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The Lord is the strength of my life;
I will put my trust in him.

One thing have I asked of the Lord;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life.
ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

For in times of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter;
he shall set me upon a high rock.

Therefore I will make an offering
with sounds of great gladness;
I will sing and make music to the Lord.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Listen to my voice, O Lord, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.

You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lord, will I seek.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Show me your way, O Lord,
lead me on a level path.

Be strong, and the Lord shall comfort your heart;
wait patiently for the Lord.

ALL: The Lord is my light and my salvation.
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PSALM 32
ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

Happy are they whose sins are forgiven,
and whose wrongs are put away!

Happy are they who are true of heart,
and in whose spirit there is nothing false!

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

I said, “I will confess my sins to the Lord.”
Then you forgave me all that [ had done wrong.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you
in time of trouble;
mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!

You are my hiding place;
you protect me from trouble.

You will guide me and teach me in the way that I should go;
you will not take your eyes off me.

ALL: Be glad and rejoice in the mercy of the Lord!
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PSALM 33
ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Rejoice in the Lord and sing his praise;

for the word of the Lord is right, and all his works are sure.

The Lord loves righteousness and justice;
his loving-kindness fills the whole earth.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made,
by the breath of his mouth, all the heavenly hosts.

For he spoke, and it came to pass;
he commanded, and it stood fast.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Let all the earth have reverence for the Lord;
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him.

Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who honor him,
on those who wait upon his love.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.

Our soul waits for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.

Indeed, our heart rejoices in him,
for in his holy Name we put our trust.

ALL: O Lord, we have put our trust in you.
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PSALM 34
ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

I will glory in the Lord;
let us exalt his Name altogether.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me
and took away all my fears.

I called to the Lord, and he heard me
and saved me from all my troubles.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

Look upon the Lord and be radiant;
taste and see that the Lord is good.

Come, children, and listen to me;
I will teach you to honor the Lord.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
and his ears are open when they call.

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,
and he rescues them from their distress.

ALL: Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord.
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PSALM 42
ALL: Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

As the deer longs for streams of water,
so longs my soul for you, O God.

My soul is thirsty for God, thirsty for the living God;
when shall I come to appear before him?

ALL: Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

My soul is filled with these memories:
how I led the crowds to the house of God.

I remember the songs of praise and thanksgiving
of those who keep his holy day.

ALL: Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul?
and why are you so troubled within me?

I will put my trust in the Lord and give thanks to him,
for he is my helper and my God.

ALL: Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.

Deep waters call to each other;
all your waterfalls rush over me.

The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime;
in the night season his song is with me.

ALL: Put your trust in God and give thanks to him.
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PSALM 47

ALL: Clap your hands, all you people;
shout to God with a cry of joy!

For the Lord Most High is to be honored;
he is the great king over all the earth.

He chose the land where we live;
we are his children whom he loves.

ALL: Clap your hands, all you people;
shout to God with a cry of joy!

God has gone up with a shout;
the Lord has risen with the sound of the trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our king, sing praises.

ALL: Clap your hands, all you people;
shout to God with a cry of joy!

For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with all your skill.

God rules over the nations;
God sits upon his holy throne.

ALL: Clap your hands, all you people;
shout to God with a cry of joy!

The leaders of the nations have gathered together
with the chosen people of God.

The kings of the earth belong to God,
and he is praised over all.

ALL: Clap your hands, all you people;
shout to God with a cry of joy!
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PSALM 51

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your loving-kindness.

Wash me through and through,
and I shall be clean indeed.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and make my spirit new again.

Give me the joy of your saving help,
and keep me with your generous spirit.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

I shall teach your ways to those who do wrong,
and they shall return to you.

My tongue shall sing of your righteousness,
O God of my salvation.

ALL: Open my lips, O Lord,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
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PSALM 54
ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

Save me, O God, by your Name;
with your strength, defend me.

Hear my prayer, O God;
listen to the words of my mouth.

ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who upholds my life.

How gladly will I offer you a sacrifice,
for you have rescued me from all my troubles.

ALL: I will praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.
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PSALM 63
ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a person in a dry, empty land

where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; my lips shall
give you praise.

So I will bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your Name.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

My soul is content as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises
you with joyful lips.

I remember you while I lie upon my bed and think about you
throughout the night.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.

For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your
wings [ will rejoice.

My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.

ALL: I will bless the Lord as long as I live.
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PSALM 66
ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

Praise God with shouts of joy, let all the earth praise God.
Sing the glory of his name; sing the glory of his praise.

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
How great is your strength!”

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

All the earth bows down before you,
sings to you, sings out your name.

Come now and see the works of God,
how wonderful he is toward all people.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!
He turned the sea into dry land, so that our people went through
the waters on foot,
and there we rejoiced in him.
In his might he rules forever;
his eyes keep watch over the nations;
let no one rise up against him.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!

Bless our God, you peoples;
make the voice of his praise to be heard.

He holds our souls in life,
and will not allow our feet to slip.

ALL: How awesome are your deeds, O God!
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PSALM 68
ALL: Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered.

Let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
rejoice before the name of the Lord.

ALL: Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered.
O god, when you marched forth through the wilderness
before your people,
the earth shook and the skies poured down rain

at your presence.

You sent a gracious rain, O God;
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

ALL: Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered.

There your people found their home;
in your goodness, O God, you provide for the poor.

You give the lonely a home and bring forth
prisoners to freedom;
you are a father to orphans and a defender of widows.

ALL: Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered.

The Lord has gone up on high;
truly he will live there forever.

Blessed be the Lord day by day;
he is our God, the God of our salvation.

ALL: Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered.
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PSALM 72
ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

Give the King justice, O God,
and give righteousness to the King’s Son.

May he rule your people with fairness
and govern the poor with justice.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

May he defend the needy among the people;
may he help the poor.

May he come down like rain upon the field,
like showers that water the earth.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.

May he live as long as the sun shines
and as long as the moon glows, for ages to come.

May goodness be plentiful in his time;
may there be peace as long as the moon shall shine.

May he rule from sea to sea,
to the very ends of the earth.

ALL: Blessed be the Lord God.
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PSALM 78
ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
The Lord has worked wonders in the land of Egypt.

He opened up the sea and let our people pass through;
he made the water stand up like walls.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

The Lord led them with a cloud by day,
and all the night through with a glow of fire.

He split the hard rocks in the wilderness
and gave them water to drink as from the great deep.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

But the people turned against God and said,
“Can God set a table in the wilderness?

True, he struck the rock, and the waters gushed out,
but is he able to give bread for his people?”

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!

So he commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven.

He rained down manna upon them to eat
and gave them grain from heaven.

So mortals ate the bread of angels;
he provided for them food enough.

ALL: Hear my teaching, O my people!
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PSALM 80
ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
stir up your strength and come to help us.

Show us the light of your face
and we shall be saved.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
behold and tend this vine.

You prepared the ground for it and planted it;
it took root and filled the land.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

You stretched out its tendrils to the sea,
and its branches to the river.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
preserve what your right hand has planted;

And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life that we may call upon your Name.

ALL: Bring us back to you, O Lord God.
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PSALM 81

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!
Shout for joy to the God of Jacob;
raise a song and sound the tambourine,

the merry harp, and the lyre.

Blow the trumpet for the festival,
when the moon is new and when it is full.

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!

For this is a law for Israel,
a commandment from the God of Jacob.

He made this agreement with the people of Joseph
when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!
I heard a voice I did not know saying, “I lifted the burden from
your shoulders;

I took the load from your hands.”

When you were in trouble, you called on me and I saved you;
I answered you from my hiding place in the storm.

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!

Hear, O my people, and I will warn you;
O Israel, if only you would listen to me!

You shall worship no other god,
for I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt.

ALL: Sing with joy to God our strength!
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PSALM 84
ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.
My soul has a desire and a longing
for the house of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
The sparrow has found her a nest
where she may lay her young;
her home is by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts.
ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

Happy are they who live in your house!
they will always be praising you.

Happy are the people whose strength is in you!
whose hearts are turned to their King and their God.

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.
Those who go through the driest valley
will find it a place of springs,

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

For the Lord God is both sun and shield;
he will give grace and glory.

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.

For one day at the doorway of the house of my God
is better than a thousand in my own room.

O Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!

ALL: O Lord, how lovely is your dwelling place.
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PSALM 85
ALL: Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Show us your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those
who turn their hearts to him.

ALL: Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who respect him,
and his glory will be seen in our land.

Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

ALL: Show us your mercy, O Lord.

Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

Righteousness shall walk before the Lord,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

ALL: Show us your mercy, O Lord.
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PSALM 89
ALL: I will sing of your love forever, O Lord.

I have anointed my servant David with my holy oil,
and my arm will make him strong.

My faithfulness and love shall be with him,
and he shall have victory through my Name.

ALL: I will sing of your love forever, O Lord.

He will say to me, “You are my Father,
my God, and the rock of my salvation.”

I will make him my firstborn
and higher than the kings of the earth.

ALL: I will sing of your love forever, O Lord.

I will keep my love for him forever,
and my covenant will stand firm for him.

I will continue his family line forever,
and his throne will last as the days of heaven.

ALL: I will sing of your love forever, O Lord.
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PSALM 90
ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

O Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the

earth were born,
from age to age you are God.

For a thousand years in your sight are
like yesterday when it is past.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Return, O Lord;
be gracious to your servants.

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Show your servants your works
and your splendor to their children.

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

ALL: We shall rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
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PSALM 91
ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.
You who live in the shadow of God,
You shall say, “The Lord is my refuge and my fortress,
my God in whom I trust.”
The Lord will cover you with his wings,
and underneath them you will find shelter; his faithfulness shall
be a shield to you.
ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.

Because you have made the Lord your refuge,
and made God your dwelling place,

There shall no evil happen to you,
neither shall any disaster come over your home.

ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.

The Lord shall give his angels charge over you,
to keep you safe in all your ways.

They shall lift you in their hands,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.

ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.
The Lord says, “Because you are bound to me in love,
therefore I will deliver you.
I will protect you because you know my Name.
You shall call upon me, and I will answer you,
I am with you in trouble; I will rescue you and bring you

to honor.”

ALL: The Lord will show you his salvation.
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PSALM 92
ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord,
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning
and of your faithfulness in the night season.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

It is good to praise you with the music of the lyre,
and with the melody of the harp.

For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord;

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

The righteous shall grow like a palm tree,
and shall spread like a cedar tree of Lebanon.

Those who are planted in the house of the Lord
shall grow in the courtyards of our God.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!

They shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and healthy.

They show how just the Lord is;
he is my rock, and there is no wrong in him.

ALL: O Lord, how great are your works!
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PSALM 93
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

The Lord is King; he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed with strength.

He has made the whole world so firm
that it cannot be shaken.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.

Your kingdom has existed since the world began,;
you are from everlasting.

The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted
up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the
breakers of the sea,

mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

Your laws are very sure, and your temple is holy, O Lord,
forever and for evermore.

ALL: The Lord is King forever and for evermore.
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PSALM 96
ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

Tell of his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
it is the Lord who made the heavens.

Give to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
give to the Lord honor and power.

Give to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King!”
ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad.

Let the sea thunder and all that is in it;

let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

Let all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes.

ALL: Sing to the Lord and bless his Name!
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PSALM 98
ALL: Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.

With his right hand and his holy arm,
he has won for himself the victory.

ALL: Sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord with the harp;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Make a joyful noise before the Lord
with trumpets and the sound of the horn.

ALL: Sing to the Lord a new song!

Let the sea roar and all that is in it;
let the lands sing and all who live in them.

Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord.

ALL: Sing to the Lord a new song!
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PSALM 99
ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

The Lord is King;
he sits on his throne above the angels.

The Lord is great;
he is high above all people.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

Let the people praise his Name, which is great and awesome;

he is the Holy One.

“O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have brought righteousness to us.”

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
and kneel down before his footstool.

Our ancestors called upon his Name,

and he answered them from the pillar of cloud.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.

“O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them.”

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God,
and worship him upon his holy hill.

ALL: The Lord our God is the Holy One.
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PSALM 103
ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and remember all his kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He forgives all your sins
and heals all your weaknesses.

He redeems your life
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

He satisfies you with good things
and makes you strong again like a young eagle.

As a father cares for his children,
so does the Lord care for those who love him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our sins from us.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so is his mercy great upon those who honor him.

ALL: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
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PSALM 104
ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord, how many are your works!
in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures.

There is the great and wide sea, with its living things too many
to number,
creatures both small and great.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
There move the ships, and there is that great sea creature
Leviathan,

which you have made for the sport of it.

All of them look to you to give them their food in due season,;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created,
and so you renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.

May these words of mine please him;
I will rejoice in the Lord.

ALL: Bless the Lord, O my soul!
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PSALM 107
ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Those who went down to the sea in ships have seen the works
of the Lord,
and his wonders in the deep.

Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose,
which tossed high the waves of the sea.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

The waves mounted up to the heavens, and fell back to
the depths;
the hearts of the people melted because of their danger.

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

He stilled the storms to a whisper
and quieted the waves of the sea.

Then were they glad because of the calm,
and he brought them to the harbor they were seeking.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy
and the wonders he does for his children.

Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people
and praise him in the council of the leaders.

ALL: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
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PSALM 111

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.
Hallelujah!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.
Great are the deeds of the Lord.

His work is full of majesty and splendor,
and his righteousness endures forever.

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.

He makes his marvelous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.

The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice;
all his commandments are sure.

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.

He has set his people free;
holy and awesome is his Name.

Respect for the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
his praise endures forever.

ALL: I will give thanks to the Lord.
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PSALM 112
ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

Hallelujah! Happy are those who love the Lord
and have great delight in his commandments!

Their families will be mighty in the land;
the children of the honest will be blessed.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

Many blessings will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.

Light shines in the darkness for the honest;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to live their lives with justice.

For the righteous will never be shaken;
they will be remembered forever.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.

They will not be afraid; their hearts are steady;
they put their trust in the Lord.

They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness continues forever.

ALL: Happy are those who love the Lord.
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PSALM 114
ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt,
when the people of Jacob came out of that foreign land,

Then Judah became God’s holy place
and Israel became his own.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

The sea looked and ran away;
the Jordan River turned and went back.

The mountains danced like sheep,
and the little hills skipped like lambs.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

What happened, O sea, that you ran away?
O Jordan, what made you turn back?

You mountains, what made you dance like sheep?
You little hills, why did you skip like lambs?

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!

Tremble, O earth, at the coming of the Lord,
at the nearness of the God of Jacob.

For he has turned the hard rock into a pool of water
and stones into a flowing spring.

ALL: O earth, behold, your God has come!
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PSALM 116
ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice
of my prayer,

because he has turned his ear toward me whenever
I called upon him.

Gracious is the Lord and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.

ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

The Lord watches over the innocent;
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

Be at peace, O my soul,
for the Lord has treated you well.

ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

For he has rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

I will walk with the Lord
in the land of the living.

ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.

How shall I repay the Lord
for all the good things he has done for me?

I will lift up the cup of salvation
and offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving.

ALL: I will call upon the Name of the Lord.
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PSALM 118
ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of joy and victory
from God’s people.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!
“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! The right hand
of the Lord is lifted high!
The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

I shall not die, but live,
and tell of the works of the Lord.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!

This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous to our eyes.

On this day the Lord has acted,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

ALL: Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!
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PSALM 119:1-16
ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

Happy are those who walk in the law of the Lord,
who seek the Lord with all their hearts!

You laid down your commandments,
that we should fully obey them.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

Oh, that I should be faithful
in keeping your commandments.

I will thank you with a pure and honest heart,
as [ learn your righteous judgments.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

With my whole heart I seek you;
I treasure your promise in my soul.

With my lips I will recite
all the laws your mouth has spoken.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.

I will meditate on your commandments
and give attention to your ways.

My delight is not in riches but in your laws;
I will not forget your word.

ALL: Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your laws.
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PSALM 122
ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Jerusalem is built as a city
that is in harmony with itself;

To Jerusalem all the people go up
to praise the Name of the Lord.

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem;
“May those who love you be blessed.

Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.

“For the sake of my family and my friends,

I wish you peace.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,

I will pray for you.”

ALL: Let us go to the house of the Lord.
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PSALM 123
ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes.

To you I lift up my eyes,
to you on your throne in the heavens.

To you I lift up my eyes,
until you show me your mercy.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes.

As the eyes of servants look to their masters,
and the eyes of a maid look to her mistress,

So our eyes look to the Lord our God,
until he shows us his mercy.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,
for we have had more than enough trouble.

We have been mocked too long by the rich,
and suffered the cruelty of the proud.

ALL: To you, O Lord, I lift up my eyes.
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PSALM 126
ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

When the Lord brought us back to Jerusalem,
then we were like people who dream.

Then were our mouths filled with laughter,
and our tongues with shouts of joy.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

Then they said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”

The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.

Then those who planted with tears
will harvest with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping and carrying the seed
will come in again with joy bringing bundles of grain.

ALL: The Lord has done great things for us.
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PSALM 130
ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice; let your ears hear well the words

of my prayer.

For there is forgiveness with you;
therefore you shall be honored.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord, more than watchmen for
the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord,

O Israel, wait for the Lord,
for with the Lord there is mercy;

With him there is saving help,
and he shall redeem Israel from all its sins.

ALL: My soul waits for the Lord.
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PSALM 132
ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

Arise, O Lord, come to your resting place.
Let your faithful people sing with joy.

The Lord has made a promise to David;
in truth he will not break it.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

Your son I will put upon your throne,
and his crown I will make to shine.

If your children keep my promise and my ways that I shall
teach them,
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.

The Lord has chosen Jerusalem for his resting-place;
He says: Here will I live, for I delight in her.

I will surely bless her,
and her faithful people will rejoice and sing.

ALL: The Lord will bless King David forever.
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PSALM 142
ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

I call to the Lord with my voice;
to the Lord I make my prayer.

I pour out my problems before him
and tell him all my troubles.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

When my soul is afraid,
you know my path.

I look to my right and find no one who knows me;
I have no place to run and no one to care for me.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.

I call out to you, O Lord,
I say, “You are my protection; you are all I need in this life.

2

Listen to my call for help;
set me free that [ may give thanks to your Name.

ALL: O Lord, you are my protection.
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PSALM 146
ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

Hallelujah! I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

Happy are they who have God to help them;
their hope is in the Lord their God.

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

The Lord made the heaven and earth,
the seas, and all that is in them;
he keeps his promise forever.

He gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to those who are hungry.

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of
the blind;
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger;
he sustains the orphan and the widow.

The Lord shall be King forever;
he is your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.

Hallelujah!

ALL: Praise the Lord, O my soul!
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PSALM 147
ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

How good it is to sing praises to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor him with praise!

The Lord lifts up the lowly;
he heals the brokenhearted.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He counts the number of the stars
and calls them all by their names.

He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth;
he makes grass to grow on the mountains.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!
He provides food for flocks and herds and for young ravens when
they call;

he satisfies us with the finest wheat.

O Jerusalem, he has brought peace on your borders;
he has blessed all your children.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!

He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes and his hail like bread crumbs.

Then he sends forth his word and melts them:;
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

Great is our Lord and mighty in power;
there is no limit to his wisdom.

ALL: Hallelujah! Sing praises to our God!
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PSALM 149
ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing his praise in the gathering of the faithful.

Let Israel rejoice in his Maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Let them praise his Name in the dance;

let them sing praise to him with tambourine and harp.

For the Lord takes pleasure in his people
and decorates the poor with victory.

ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;
let them be joyful on their beds.

Let the praises of God be in their mouths.
This is glory for all his faithful people.

ALL: Let the children of Zion be joyful!
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